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Be like the bird, who halting in his flight / On limb too slight, / 
Feels it give way beneath him, yet sings / Knowing he has wings. 

-Victor Hugo, writer (1802-1885) 
--contributed by Nancy Donald 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Read OCAS’ newsletter online at  http://home.comcast.net/~ocas/ 
 

If you’re reading this online or by e-mail and know of someone who’d like to get the 
newsletter electronically to save postage.  sjathead@bellsouth.net 

 
Opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily those of Mississippi Audubon or of 

National Audubon but of individual writers.  We view it as important to provide a forum 
for discussion and therefore we include articles from diverse sources where we can. 
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EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS 
PLEASE NOTICE!  

Remember that the Hummingbird Festival will begin 
September 7 at Strawberry Plains Audubon Center in Holly 
Springs.  Please glance at the Mississippi Audubon website 

for all the details and plan to attend! 

Inside This Newsletter… 
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Go Ahead and Invest in a New 
Bookcase 
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Sightings 
 

By Nancy Donald:  8/1/2006  Visited the Covington Fish ponds on 
Hwy 39 north of Meridian this afternoon after work.   Counted 9 Wood 
Storks, 1 Anhinga, numerous Great Egrets, Great Blues, Little Blues, 
a pair of Green Herons, one Snowy Egret.  None of the ponds were 
low enough for most shorebirds. Watched a young racoon hunting for 
his supper.  Not a bad Monday afternoon. 
 
By Van McWhorter:  week of July 31    Several White Ibises on Bell's 
Creek on the East side of Okatibbee Lake. Last week on Tuesday I 
saw an adult Osprey flying over the West Bank Park area. Have seen 
more ruby-throats at the feeder the last few days.  
 
By Ruth Ann and Lomax Rosamond:  week of July 31   Three 
immature Redheaded Woodpeckers, 1 immature Red- Bellied 
Woodpecker, 6 Hummingbirds.   
 
By Lauren, Deanna, and Sheila Thead:  7/29/06   Wood Storks; 
White Ibises; Great, Snowy, and Cattle Egrets; Little Blue Herons; a 
Pied-billed Grebe; Red-tailed Hawks, and more.  Noxubee National 
Wildlife Refuge. 
 
By Lauren Thead:  7/29/06  Moorhen and four young.  NNWR. 
 

9/2/06  Broad-winged Hawk.  Magnolia Drive, Macon, MS. 
9/3/06  One female American Kestrel at Morgan Hill, fairly large 
alligator at Bluff Lake, Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge.  About 50 
Wood Storks on catfish ponds on Hwy 45. 
 
9/4/06   2 White-eyed Vireos, one Yellow-billed Cuckoo, several 
Eastern Wood-Pewees.  Two miles south of West Point, MS, east of 
Hwy 45, near Tibbee Creek. 

 



 
 

PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP 

 
Go Ahead and Invest in a New Bookcase 

By Joe McGee 
 
     Even as earth’s biodiversity shrinks before our eyes like a melting ice 
cube, the number and variety of field guides and other natural history books 
keeps increasing like a municipal landfill.  Or so it seems. 
 
     We’ve come to expect a new bird book of some kind to be published at 
least monthly, if not more often.  Noteworthy in 2006 has been the 
publication of Birding Babylon: A Soldier’s Journal from Iraq by Jonathan  
Trouern-Trend (University of California Press, 2006).  This little volume is a 
collection of observations Trouern-Trend blogged when he was stationed in 
Iraq.   
 
     While birds may be the most obvious vertebrates (most mammals are 
nocturnal, as are many secretive and well-camouflaged reptiles and 
amphibians, and fish remain unseen underwater), a good selection of books 
treating other animal groups is now available.   
 
     Our state fish book Inland Fishes of Mississippi by Stephen Ross 
(University Press of Mississippi, 2001) is one of the best state fish books out 
there.   
 
     A book which  really excited  me last year was Snakes of the Southeast  
by Whit Gibbons and Mike Dorcas (University of Georgia Press, 2005).  
This is a superb book which finally gives our southeastern serpents their due.  
It’s quite user friendly with clear, intelligent text and excellent maps and 
photographs.  Youngsters interested in reptiles will love this book. 
 
     Herp enthusiasts may also find the web site (http://cnah.org) for The 
Center for North American Herpetology (CNAH) of interest.  By going to 
“new publications” one can obtain information on ordering a fine pamphlet, 
Louisiana Snakes by Jeff Boundy. 
 



     One of the most beleaguered reptiles in the southeast has to be the gopher 
tortoise.  Pineapple Press has published The Gopher Tortoise A Life History 
by Patricia Ashton and Ray Ashton.  If the photograph of a male “gopher” 
on the cover of the hardback edition doesn’t win your heart, then you need a 
cardiologist!  Gopher tortoises are truly endearing creatures, I say, though 
they don’t occur in our immediate area. (Check out 
http://www.ashtonbiodiversity.org/book.php). 
 
     As interesting as vertebrates are to us (considering we are one), it’s 
earth’s invertebrates that really run things.  (Consider, for instance, how 
much we spend trying to control insects.)  Insect guides, while nothing new, 
are now heading in some interesting directions.  There must be a dozen or so 
good  butterfly field guides to choose from:  the little Golden Guide, the 
Peterson Guide (for east or west),  The Audubon Society Field Guide to 
North American Butterflies by Robert Michael Pyle (Alfred A. Knopf, 1981) 
(highly recommended) and now the acclaimed Butterflies Through 
Binoculars, The East  by Jeffrey Glasberg  (Oxford University Press, 1999). 
 
     When we ID a butterfly, we’ve really only identified one-fourth of the 
insect (!), the other three-fourths being egg, larva and pupa.  Now, field 
guides to caterpillars have appeared, filling another quarter of the void.  Two 
especially good one are:  Caterpillars in the Field and Garden (A Field 
Guide to Caterpillars of Eastern North America) by Allen, Brock and  
Glassberg (Oxford University Press, 2005) and Caterpillars of Eastern 
North America  by David Wagner (Princeton University Press, 2005).  For 
youngsters (and oldsters, too) there’s Caterpillars  by Amy Barlett Wright 
(Houghton Mifflin, 1993). 
 
     Dragonflies and damselflies are as appealing as butterflies for many of 
us.  Field guides to these aquatic/aerial predators are now filling book 
shelves  in the nature section of many bookstores.  Two good one are:  
Dragonflies Through Binoculars by Sidney Dunkle (Oxford University 
Press, 2000) and Stokes Beginner’s Guide to Dragonflies by Nikula and 
Sones  (Little Brown and Co., 2002). 
 
     The field guide that really rang my chimes when I first encountered it in a 
book store is:  Field Guide to Grasshoppers, Katydids and Crickets of the 
United States by Capinera, Scott and Walker (Cornell University Press, 
2004).  Now that’s field guide diversity!  We do live in a great country! 
   



MISSISSIPPI FORESTRY COMMISSION 
Fire Prevention Message 

The Mississippi Forestry Commission is concerned about the 
potential for catastrophic wildfire events this fall. It is a common fact 
that September and October are historically our driest months of the 
year. Even though we have had some afternoon showers and 
localized rain recently, many parts of the state are still very dry. 
Depending on where you are located in the state, some areas are 
anywhere from 10 to 15 inches below normal rain fall for the 2006 
calendar year. With dry weather and low fall humidity’s on top of a 
rain fall deficit like we have now, it will not take long for wildfire 
conditions to create problems for fire crews around the state. Our fire 
fighting personnel are dedicated, hard working and committed to their 
job of protecting life & property of Mississippi landowners. We ask 
that you please be careful with outdoor burning and obey local fire 
ordnances and county burn bans. Visit our web site for burn ban 
information and counties under a current burn ban at 
www.mfc.state.ms.us  The counties under a burn ban are located in 
the center of our home page. 
 
 Fiscal Year 2006 (July 1, 2005 to June 30, 2006) was a record year 
for wildfires. Mississippi had 5977 forest fires that burned 124,833 
acres. These numbers are approximately 4 times higher than normal. 
There are two main reasons for the increased number of fires and 
acres burned. First was a bad little girl named Katrina. She increased 
the forest fuel load in South Mississippi by 10 times the normal 
amount of fuel on the forest floor. Downed timber, small and large, 
was everywhere. The downed timber made it almost impossible for 
fire crews to attack these forest fires without putting them selves and 
their equipment at risk. Fortunately, the training and experience paid 
off and no one was severely injured. Secondly, extreme drought 
conditions followed hurricane Katrina. We are still experiencing the 
effects with the persisting rain fall deficit. The effects of both of these 
conditions are still with us today and that is why the Mississippi 
Forestry Commission is concerned about the potential for 
catastrophic wildfires and providing for the safety of Mississippi’s 
landowners. For more information, visit the MFC web site or contact 
Jimmy Mordica at 601-583-4240 or jmordica@mfc.state.ms.us 
        



 
A Conversation between God and St. Francis 

[Note:  I tried my best to find the author of this piece, even to the point of e-
mailing with a friendly Rhode Island Master Gardener who’d passed it 
around herself.  So far as we were able to determine, there may be no way to 
attribute this properly to the person who wrote it originally.  So—enjoy! -
Sheila] 

God: Francis, you know all about gardens and nature; what in the world is 
going on down there in the U.S.? What happened to the dandelions, violets, 
thistles and the stuff I started eons ago? I had a perfect no-maintenance 
garden plan. Those plants grow in any type of soil, withstand drought, and 
multiply with abandon. The nectar from the long-lasting blossoms attracts 
butterflies, honeybees, and flocks of songbirds. I expected to see a vast 
garden of color by now. All I see are patches of green.  

St. Francis: It's the tribes that settled there, Lord. They are called the 
Suburbanites. They started calling your flowers "weeds" and went to great 
lengths to kill them and replace them with grass.  

God: Grass? But it is so boring; it's not colorful. It doesn't attract butterflies, 
bees or birds, only grubs and sod worms. It's temperamental with 
temperatures. Do these Suburbanites really want grass growing there?  

St. Francis: Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it has grown a little, they cut 
it....sometimes two times a week.  

God: They cut it? Do they bale it like hay?  

St. Francis: Not exactly, Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it in bags.  

God: They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it?  

St. Francis: No sir, just the opposite. They pay to throw it away.  

God: Now let me get this straight...they fertilize it to make it grow and when 
it does grow, they cut it off and pay to throw it away?  

St. Francis: Yes, sir.  



God: These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer when we cut back 
on the rain and turn up the heat. That surely slows the growth and saves 
them a lot of work.  

St. Francis: You aren't going to believe this Lord, but when the grass stops 
growing so fast, they drag out hoses and pay more money to water it so they 
can continue to mow it and pay to get rid of it.  

God: What nonsense! At least they kept some of the trees. That was a sheer 
stroke of genius, if I do say so myself. The trees grow leaves in the spring to 
provide beauty and shade in the summer. In the autumn they fall to the 
ground and form a natural blanket to keep the moisture in the soil and 
protect the trees and bushes. Plus, as they rot, the leaves become compost to 
enhance the soil. It's a natural circle of life.  

St. Francis: You'd better sit down, Lord.. As soon as the leaves fall, the 
Suburbanites rake them into great piles and pay to have them hauled away.  

God: No way! What do they do to protect the shrubs and tree roots in the 
winter to keep the soil moist and loose?  

St Francis: After throwing the leaves away, they go out and buy something 
called mulch. They haul it home and spread it around in place of the leaves.  

God: And where do they get this mulch?  

St. Francis: They cut down the trees and grind them up to make mulch.  

God: Enough! I don't want to think about this anymore. Saint Catherine, 
you're in charge of the arts. What movie have you scheduled for us tonight?  

St. Catherine: "Dumb and Dumber," Lord. It's a really stupid movie about....  

God: Never mind--I think I just heard the whole story from Saint Francis!  
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Howard Malone….Treasurer 

Ed Brown….Field Trip Chairman 
Nancy Donald….CBC Coordinator 

Ruth Ann Rosamond..Refreshments 
Coordinator 

Lauren & Sheila Thead……Newsletter 

Note from Rich Richardson:  Meetings are held at Trinity Presbyterian 
Church in Meridian every second Monday of the month at 7:00.  

Trinity is located at 4223 Poplar Springs Drive.  Please use the SOUTH 
driveway on the church property (the one nearer downtown Meridian) 

and proceed around through the parking lot to the back, where you may 
enter the building through the double doors.   
Next meeting:  September 11, 2006. 


