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PPRREESSBBYYTTEERRIIAANN  PPOOSSTT  
DDeecceemmbbeerr  22001111  

 
 

 
 
 Advent is the beginning of the Churchõs liturgical year, and the end of the worldõs calendar 
year. And for many of us this period of overlapping calendars means a flurry of conflicting busyness, 
anxiety, hope, and joy.  
 
 What is this time of year for you? My prayer is that in the midst of this season, we all might 
find some time to enjoy the peace, hope, and joy of Christmas. The way we do that is by stopping 
long enough to pray, to contemplate scripture, and to worship & praise God for the incarnation of 
the Christ Child.  
 
 When we do that, hopefully we are able to keep all the òthingsó of the holidays in perspective. 
None of it matters much if we donõt have Jesus. Is he coming to your home this Christmas? Have you 
made space for him in your heart? Do you have a gift for him under the tree? 
 
 A seminary classmate of mine wrote in his blog (www.adamjcopeland.com) an article titled, 
òDonõt take ôChristõ out of Christmas, but get the tree out of the church.ó In it he upholds his 
appreciation for Christmas trees and associated decorations, yet boldly states that he is against such 
things in the church since they donõt have clear Christian symbolism. 
 
 Iõm sure such a stance alarms many of us, I stammer at trying to respond with any sort of 
coherence. The thought that provokes me though, is if we might òseparateó our secular vs. church 
Christmas traditions, then perhaps a stronger argument can be made to remove the secular from our 
outside- of- church observances since they may not be justifiable.  
 
 Are we being two- faced if we practice one thing at church during Christmas, yet another thing 
in our homes? Does this tension have anything to do with the church beginning its year while the 
world is ending theirs? Is that why we have such a range of emotions and activities in December? 
 
 This season contains more peace on earth & goodwill to mankind than any other in both the 
church and worldly calendars, and perhaps that is the most inspiring thing of Christmas. While some 
things are indeed òseparateó there is a universal Godly goodness which spills out into the secular world 
this time every year. 
 
 And for that we can only thank God as we navigate the ups and downs of this glorious season. 
 
 
Blessings & Merry Christmas, 
 Pastor Drew 

http://www.adamjcopeland.com/
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Happy Bir thday  from  MHPC !* 
 

5th John Steinmeyer, IV 

9th Sarah Tibble 

11th Henry Tibble  

12th Dorothea Gibbs 

13th Marsha Sams 

16th Dave Nichols 
Corey Aaron 

19th April Norrie  

20 th Carol Bryant 
Stewart Marshall  

24th Walter Crum 
Natalie Bozeman 

25th Chrissie Bozeman 

30th Charlie Brown 

 

*please accept our sincere apologies for errors or 
omissions on these lists. Please be sure to contact 
the church office if we need to make any changes. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Attendance and offerings:  

 

 

Nov 
6th      

Sunday School Attendance 
Worship Attendance 
Offering  
Designated Offerings 

21 

54 

$1,481.00 
$173.00 

   Nov 
13th   

Sunday School Attendance 
Worship Attendance 
Offering  
Designated Offerings 

19 

41 

$1,539.48 
$21.36 

   Nov 
20 th    

Sunday School Attendance 
Worship Attendance 
Offering  
Designated Offerings 

28 

55 

$1,113.83 
$112.00 

   Nov 
27th 

Sunday School Attendance 
Worship At tendance 
Offering  
Designated Offerings 

18 
45 

$1,917.93 
$57.00 

 

 
Building Fund  
Contributions                 $40.00 

 
         Fund total  to date    $10,281.55 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
            
 
 
 

 W omen of the Church  
 

The most exciting meeting of the year, the 
Annual M eeting will be December 14th at 
11:30am in the Garden 
Room.  You will learn 
about the plans the 
Women have for next year 
as well as witness the 
installation of officers for 
2012.  A covered dish 
lunch will follow the 
meeting.  Bring your 
favorite dish and join the 
fun.  You can come at 
10:30 and join the Day 
Circle Bible study. 
 

The Night Circle meeting will be on the 7th  at 
Holly  Johnsonôs, 8440 Graybar Drive @ 7 pm.  

 14th 
1968 

Joy & Danny Lewis 

 22nd 
1990 

Pam & Bill Sheffield  

 24th 

1966 
Joan & Dave Nichols 

REMINDER  
The Presbyterian Post deadline is December 14th 
at midnight.  Please email all articles of interest as 
well as calendar events to the newsletter editor: 

bachgoedert@yahoo.com   
or contact the church office.  

mailto:bachgoedert@yahoo.com
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The Birth of Jesus as recorded in Luke 2:1-20 
 
  In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 
census should be taken of the entire Roman world.  
(This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went 
to his own town to register.  
  So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of David.  
He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged 
to be married to him and was expecting a child.  While 
they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 
and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She 
wrapped him in cloths  and placed him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in the inn. 
  And there were shepherds living out in the fields 
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  
But the angel said to them, ñDo not be afraid.  I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you;  he is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign 
to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 
lying in a manger.ò 
  Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared wit h the angel, praising God and saying, 
 ñGlory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace to men 
 on whom his favor rests.ò 
  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, ñLetôs go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.ò 
  So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the baby, who was lying in the manger.  When they had 
seen him, they spread the word concerning what had 
been told them about this child, and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  But 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them 
in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things they had heard and 
seen, which were just as they had been told. 

You are invited to spend some time with God i n 
prayer on behalf of the following :*  
 
MEMBERS                                                                       
 
Ora Beatty 
Jeanette Holler  
Carl Miehl  
Stanley Pounds 
Martha Knight  
 
 
 

FRIENDS AND RELATIVES  
Wayne Baker (friend of the church ) 
Ralph Danson (son of the late June Carlson) 
Jeanne DuVall (friend of the church ) 
Linda Giddens (Friend of the Wrayôs) 
Vance Gordon, Jr. (former member ) 
Caitlyn Kyles (The Wrayôs great granddaughter) 
Jeffrey Lovell ( friend of Barbara Thompson ) 
Makayla Mercurio ( relat ive of Nancy May ) 
Bryce Williams ( neighbor of Pam Beach) 
George & Jackie Sheldon (Suzi Marshallôs parents) 
 
 

RETIRED MISSIONARIES  
Dave & Joan Nichols (Wycliffe Translators )  
 
MILITARY PERSONNEL  
Army National Guard:  

Robert Lyman (Val's son) 
National Guard:  

David Steinmeyer (Gail Lashley's son)  
US Army:  

Jonathan Linder ( Lynn & Terry's son ) 
Diana Lyman-Giaramita  
      (Val's granddaughter )  
Wayne Steinmeyer (Gailôs grandson ) 
Chris Theilacker (Rick's nephew) 
Matthew Theilacker ( Rick's nephew) 
Mike Theilacker (Rick's nephew) 
Nick Theilacker (Rickôs nephew) 
Kenny Wildes  
 (Grandson of the late Pat Bushee) 

US Marines:  
Ned McIlwain (friend of Carol Waters)  

US Navy:  
Nick Lyons (church member)    
 

* If  we need to make any modifications, let us know!  
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News From Our Church Committee Teams:  

 

Christian Education  

 

Watch for an article starting in January from Jeff 

Davis about the Worship Arts Program for Youth.   If 

you want more information about the exciting things 

happening, ask Pastor Drew or email Jeff Davis, the 

new ñyouth guyò at MHPCworship@gmail.com  
 

Christmas is a special time in our life of faith and we 

all should spend extra time in reflection.  Twelve Days 

of Christmas, a daily devotional, will be available for 

you at the church on the Sunday before Christmas. 

This booklet will be for your use for the twelve days 

following Christmas. 

 

Communication  & Publications  

 

Please contact Vicki Frameli with information for the 

newsletter, the bulletin, or anywhere else you want to 

communicate with the world! 

 

Fellowship  

 

Ho! Ho! Ho! Join us after Sunday Services on 

December 18
th
 for a covered dish luncheon to 

celebrate Christmas with your church family.  This 

will be our time in December to fellowship together. 

 

Mi ssion Projects                                    
 

Ladiesô Bunco night on Nov. 11
th
 was great fun for the 

twelve ladies that attended.  Caritas (missions) will 

have a meeting on January 9
th
 to plan for our spring 

activities for 2012.  Join us in the Loft (room above 

the Garden Room) at 6:00pm.  For more information, 

contact Sarah Hall @ (904) 316-8997. 

 

Physical Upkeep  

 

The Fall Clean Up Your Church Day on November 5
th 

was a great success. Thanks to all who gave of their 

time and energy to this activity.  There are many 

special jobs that need doing as well as general cleaning 

on a regular basis. If you can help, please sign up on 

the sign-up sheets provided in the nartex. 
 

Greening of the church  happened!  Come see how 

beautiful the sanctuary looks. 
 

Our next meeting will be on the 5
th
 at 6:30pm in the 

Garden Room. 

 

Adm inistration  & Stewardship  

 

A budget for 2012 is being developed based on the 

pledges received.  If you have not turned in you 

pledge card, please do so as soon as possible. 

 

November Income  $  6,052.24 

November Expense    10,261.46  

Deficit for November  $  4,209.22 
 

Community Outreach  

 

It is finally that time again!  The animals are on the 

way.  The angels and wise men are getting suited 

up.  What is it, you say?  The Live Nativity.  Join in 

the excitement on December 10th starting at 6:00pm 

and lasting until 8:00pm.  Watch the enactment of 

the story of Christôs birth, pet the animals, eat 

cookies, and enjoy the fellowship. You can still add 

your talents to this event by attending the next 

planning meeting after church on the 4th.  Or use the 

sign-up sheets provided in the lobby.  There is still 

time for you to become an angel or a wise man!  
 

Member Care  

 

Although there will not be a meeting of our 

committee in December, the members of the 

committee will still be praying and caring for church 

members and friends.  As leader of the committee I, 

Margaret Jones, would like to thank all those who 

supported, encouraged, and helped as we strived to 

make a difference this year, with special thanks to 

our faithful clerk, Tim. 
 

Worship  & Music  

 

Here we are in Advent season with busy times 

ahead. Each Sunday Service will include families 

assisting with liturgy. The choir will be performing 

a special music program on December 18th with 

Brian Osborne playing trumpet. Our Christmas Eve 

service will start at 5:00 and will include 

communion served by intinction. The Christmas 

Day service will be a joyful celebration. We look 

forward to seeing everyone at church to celebrate 

the Reason for the Season!!

mailto:MHPCworship@gmail.com
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M urray Hill Presbyterian C hurch  
December 2011 Calendar*  
 
Weekly events: 

Every Sunday Morning:  
   9:30  Sunday School  
 10:45  Worship  
 
Every Monday:  
        10:00  Sunday Unpacked @ Crazy Egg Diner  

  6:30  Boy Scout meeting 
 
Every Tuesday:  
         6:30      Cub Scout meeting 
         7:00      Sunday Unpacked 
 
Every Wednesday:  
 5:00     Youth Meeting 
 8:00     Westside Menôs Group AA Meeting 
 
Every Thursday:  
 7:00      Chancel Choir Rehearsal  
         7:00      Murray Hill AA meeting  

 
* if you have questions about what any cale ndar events 
entail, please call the church office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other events: 
 
Week one: 
Sun 4th         Communion w/ Local 

Benevolence Offering 
Community Outreach   
Meeting 

In Worship  
 

After Worship  

Mon 5th       Physical Upkeep Meeting 6:30 pm 
 Communications Meeting  7:00 pm 
Tues 6th        MOPS 9:30 am 
Wed 7th        Womenôs Night Circle Mtg 7:00 pm 
Sat  10th        Live Nativity  6-8:00pm  

 

Week two :    
Sun 11th     Congregational Mtg. After Worship  
Tues 13th MOPS/POPS Christmas Party 7:00 pm 
Wed 14th   Womenôs Day Circle Mtg. 

Presbyterian Womenôs 
Annual Meeting  
Session Meeting 
Newsletter Info  Due 

10:30 am 
11:30 am 

 
6:30 pm 

Midnight  
Fri 16th Music Rehearsal &Dinner  6:00 pm  

 

Week three:   
 Sun 18th 3rd Sunday Service w/   

Special Music Program 
Church Christmas 
Covered Dish Luncheon 

In Worship  
 

After Worship  

Tues 20th MOPS 9:30 am 
Fri 23 rd       Christmas Holiday  

(office closed) 
 

Sat 24th Christmas Eve Service 5:00 pm 
 

Week four :  
Sun 25th Christmas Day Service 10:45 am 
Mon 26 th       Christmas Holiday 

(office closed) 
 

Wed 28th       PWCT Meeting                        10:30 am 
 

 
 
 

  2011 

December 

sign on to the 
MHPC Guest network 

today!  


