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Sponsoring Organization

Diversicon isaproject of SF Minnesota, a multicultural, multimedia organization
dedicated to improving contacts among groups and individual s interested in speculative
fiction, within and outside of the traditional SF community. Our continuing mission: to
provide the most thoughtful Programming and the mellowest, most welcoming Parties of
any Minnesota SF convention.

Supporting Organizations (asof June 1, 2007)

Diversicon and its sponsoring organization, SF Minnesota, wish to thank the following organizations for
their supporting organization grants:

Second Foundation, agroup for the serious discussion of SF as literature and social speculation

St Paul/Minneapolis Chapter of Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgendered Persons (PELAG-TC)
Tales of the Unanticipated (TOTU), an annual anthology of original SF

Supporting organization grants of $20 or more help support such SF Minnesota projects as our monthly
Speculations Readings Series, cosponsored by InterMedia Arts, at DreamHaven Books; our fall
ClassicHorror FilmsVideo Party; and Diversicon Parties at severa areacons. We also make
contributions to other projects, including the Gordon R. Dickson Fund, a scholarship for authors
attending the Clarion or Clarion West workshops.

Other Organizations and Events of Interest

Broad Universe: International organization with the primary goal of promoting science fiction,
fantasy, and horror written by women

Carl Brandon Society & Awards. Dedicated to addressing the representation of people of color in
the fantastical genres such as science fiction, fantasy, and horror

GalactiCon: Chicago convention debuting in 2007 seeks to create a space in which people can
discuss politics and speculative fiction in an intelligent, engaging, and fun fashion. Wants to explore
issues of oppressive hierarchies, confronting topics of race, gender, sexuality, class, and more.
Gaylaxicon: Annual international gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and friends science fiction,
fantasy, horror, and gaming convention

James Tiptree, Jr. Award: Annua award to awork or works that explore and expand gender roles
in science fiction and fantasy

Lambda Literary Foundation & Awards. Celebrates LGBT literature and provides resources for
writers, readers, booksellers, publishers, and librarians.

Minnesota Fringe Festival: Held annually, the largest nonjuried performing arts festival in the
United States always presents the surreal and the diverse. Diversicon often occurs during the Fringe.
Mixed Blood Theatre Company: Minneapolis-based professional, multiracial theatre promotes
cultural pluralism and individual equality through artistic excellence. Has mounted productions of
the fantastic and surreal, such as Spanish- and English-language versions of Ray Bradbury's"The
Wonderful Ice Cream Suit."

WisCon: Annual feminist science fiction convention in Madison, Wisconsin
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Diversicon: A Brief History

SF Minnesota was founded in February 1992 by a group of veterans of other speculative fiction
conventions—and some newcomers—who believed that there was room for a Twin Cities convention
with a different tone and focus. Over the next 16 months, they hammered out a philosophy of
Diversicon: it would be a convention that would celebrate and explore the connections between
speculative fiction (SF) and diversity, particularly in three main areas:

1) Cultural diversity. Slightly more than two thirds of Diversicon's guest professionals have been
women. A number of guests have been persons of color. A number of guests have been openly
gay, lesbian, or bisexual and/or have written SF that explores issues of alternate sexuality.

"Readers and writers of speculative fiction often pat themselves on the back about their openness
to the possibilities of alien life forms and radically different ways of thinking," said Eric M.
Heideman, one of SF Minnesota's founders. "Sometimes, notwithstanding this commitment to
imagined cultures, the field loses track of the diversity of culture that exists right now on this
planet. In our small way, Diversicon works to broaden the field’s possibilities."

2) Diversity of fan groups. Diversicon would be openly welcoming, friendly, and respectful to the
wide range of SF-related organizations in the area, ranging from book clubs to writing groups,
Star Trek and anime clubs, creative anachronists and futurist organizations, and anyone else who
shared an interest in diversity and the imagination.

3) Diversity in media. Recognizing that different people come to SF through different paths,
Diversicon would be inclusive of all media. In addition to a strong core of literary
programming—including items for both writers and readers—the convention also includes a rich
sampling of panels and discussions related to SF in film, TV, graphic arts, and other media as
well as speculative science.

Diversicon 1 premiered in June 1993 and subsequently settled on August as its regular month. A
milestone for the convention was hosting the James Tiptree Jr. Award in 2000. Eric Heideman said,
"We take pride in being a convention that’s willing to lead, not just follow. For example, we were the
first SF convention to invite Tananarive Due and Minister Faust, among others, as guests. Having the
courage to often invite little-known but exciting guests is a challenge, when we could get higher
numbers by celebrating the already-celebrated."”

Heideman recalled some of his favorite moments at Diversicon as "many mental snapshots of times
when | realized what a wonderful, civilized group of people we had in attendance and what a worthwhile
thing we were doing together.”

Acknowledging the issues that face a convention like Diveriscon, Heideman said, "An ongoing
challenge is retaining our front-and-center commitment to diversity, resisting the pull to make the
convention more generic. We need to continue to work at being a first-rate convention whose subject is
diversity in SF."

Diversicon also strives to reach out to and welcome those who enjoy reading, writing, or viewing SF but
who haven't yet found a community of like-minded people. "We need to do a consistent job of getting
the word out to people who would be interested in this sort of convention,"” said Heideman. "We have
done an effective job of getting out the message that we’re a woman- and gay-friendly convention. We
need to do a better job of drawing persons of color to Diversicon, including persons with little or no
prior experience of SF fandom."
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Guest Authors, Artists, Editors, and Fans

Diversicon 14 (2006)

Kelly Link—feminist author of slipstream/interstitial work, editor,
and teacher; winner of the World Fantasy, Nebula, and James
Tiptree Jr. Awards among other honors

Bryan Thao Worra—L aotian-American author and journalist and
community activist

Diversicon 13 (2005)

Sheree R. Thomas—African-American author and journalist,
editor, artist, and teacher; winner of two World Fantasy Awards
among other honors

Minister Faust (aka Malcolm Azania)—Black Canadian author
whose work includes a novel making in-depth use of African
mythology, broadcaster, actor, teacher, and community activist

Diversicon 12 (2004)

S. P. Somtow (aka Somtow Sucharitkul)—Thai author, filmmaker,
composer, and artistic director of the Bangkok Opera and the Siam
Philharmonic Orchestra; past president of the World Horror
Association

Mark Rich—Asian-American author, journalist, artist, and
musician; numerous Rhysling Award nominations for speculative
poetry

Diversicon 11 (2003)

Melissa Scott—Ilesbian, feminist author and teacher; winner of the
John W. Campbell and several Lambda Literary Awards

Martha A. Hood—feminist author and longtime Diversicon panel
participant

Diversicon 10 (2002)

Steven Barnes—African-American bestselling novelist and TV
writer, martial artist, and Lifewriting teacher

Tananarive Due—African-American novelist and teacher;
musician and a member of Stephen King's author band; winner of
the American Book Award and New Voice in Literature Award
among other honors

Diversicon 9 (2001)

Stephen Pagel—founder and editor of Meisha Merlin Publishing
and co-editor of the GLBT Bending the Landscape anthology
series with Nicola Griffith; winner of Lambda Literary and World
Fantasy Awards among other honors

Keith Hartman—author of fiction and nonfiction exploring GLBT
themes including "gay, multi-species SF-horror- detective novels,"
choreographer, and actor; winner of two Gaylactic Spectrum
Awards among other honors

Diversicon 8 (2000)

Lois McMaster Bujold—nbestselling author; winner of the Locus,
Nebula, Hugo, and Mythopoeic Awards among other honors
Laurel Winter—feminist author, speaker, and energy medicine
practitioner; winner of the World Fantasy and Rhysling Awards
and recipient of a McKnight Artist Fellowship among other
honors

Suzy McKee Charnas—feminist author and teacher; winner of the
Nebula, Hugo, and James Tiptree Jr. Awards and a James Tiptree
Jr. Retrospective Award among other honors; inducted into the
Gaylactic Spectrum Hall of Fame

Diversicon 7 (1999)

L. A. Graf (aka Julia Ecklar and Karen Rose Cercone)—Julia
Ecklar is an author and musician and winner of the John W.
Campbell Award; Karen Rose Cercone is an author and a
professor of geoscience.

Nalo Hopkinson—queer Caribbean-Canadian author, editor, and
teacher; winner of the Aurora, Sunburst, John W. Campbell,
Locus, and Gaylactic Spectrum Awards among other honors

Diversicon 6 (1998)

Karen Joy Fowler—feminist author and teacher; winner of the
Nebula, World Fantasy, John W. Campbell, and Commonwealth
Awards among other honors; co-founder with Pat Murphy of the
James Tiptree Jr. Award

Pat Murphy— feminist author and teacher; winner of the Nebula,
World Fantasy, Philip K. Dick Memorial, and Theodore Sturgeon
Memorial Awards; co-founder with Karen Joy Fowler of the
James Tiptree Jr. Award

Diversicon 5 (1997)

Tanya Huff—oprolific lesbian, feminist Canadian author, some of
whose novels are the basis for the TV series Blood Ties

Pam Keesey—Ileshian, feminist author, editor, technical writer,
and horror scholar and founder of MonsterZine.com

Diversicon 4 (1996)

Maureen F. McHugh—author and teacher; winner of the Hugo,
James Tiptree Jr., Lambda Literary, and Locus Awards

Doug Friauf (July 8, 1955-April 25, 2007)—A longtime avid SF
fan, film and book reviewer, Shockwave Radio Theater performer,
and "Minneapolis fandom's rolling ambassador" to the
international SF community, Doug Friauf passed away due to
complications of muscular dystrophy.

Rodger Gerberding—artist, longtime art director for Tales of the
Unanticipated, and disabled artists activist

Diversicon 3 (1995)

L. A. Taylor (aka Laurie Aylama Taylor Sparer; September 3,
1939-May 29, 1996)—Canadian author and world traveler
Joan Slonczewski—author and professor of biology

Earl C. Joseph—technical computing expert, coiner of terms
computer architecture and smart machines, holder of three
patents, and professional futurist

Diversicon 2 (1994)

Paul Park—trailblazing author of "humanist™ SF and teacher
Bruce Hyde—actor, including role of Lt. Kevin Riley in Star Trek,
and chair of the Theater, Film Studies, and Dance department at
St. Cloud State University

Sybil M. Smith—African-American fan with a special interest in
slash; current president of SF Minnesota

Diversicon 1 (1993)

Eleanor Arnason—feminist author; winner of the James Tiptree
Jr., Mythopoeic Fantasy, and Minnesota Book Awards

A. C. Crispin—bestselling author, teacher, and past vice president
of Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America (SFWA) and
founder of SFWA's Committee on Writing Scams; recipient of the
2004 Service to SFWA Award

Ruth Berman—author, editor, teacher, and translator and founding
member of The Rivendell Group and the Minnesota Science
Fiction Society; winner of the Rhysling Award
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Profile

Diversicon and SF Minnesota Co-Founder,
Past Convention Chair, and

Diversicon 15 Programming Chair

Eric M. Heideman

Activein the SF community since age 19, Eric M. Heideman has been a professionally published fiction writer (winning
honorsin the Writers of the Future Contest) and reviewer of SF for the Minneapolis Sar Tribune. He also founded the
literary SF anthology Tales of the Unanticipated and remains its editor-in-chief. He takesturns chairing Arcana, "a
convention of the dark fantastic" now in its 37th year, and runs a literary discussion salon called "Krushenko's' at
conventions throughout the Upper Midwest. Until its mothballing, Heideman was head librarian at the Southeast branch of
the Minneapolis Public Library system, and he played an activist role in exploring solutions to keeping that location viable.
He continues to work as a Minneapalis librarian, and his "Book List" of recommended SF reading is up at the MPL site.

Eric M. Heideman's earliest memories involve alove of science fiction, fantasy, and horror. Before he could read, he enjoyed
the speculative and fantastic on TV, in movies, and over the radio. Then came books and comics. "Media snobbery has always
struck me as pointless," Heideman said. "All media are valid for telling SF stories and SF ideas." Heideman's passion for
discovering and fostering multiculturalism in SF dates back to the first convention he attended. "It's aways bothered me—
going back to my first SF convention—that SF fandom attracts so few persons of color. Our literature of possibilities ought to
be offering possibilities to everyone as readers and viewers. We must be doing something wrong."

Himself a straight, white, college-educated, middle-aged, L utheran-raised male, Eric Heideman may seem an unlikely candidate
to start and develop Diversicon. However, he feels that a passion for SF and a passion for diversity go hand-in-hand. Most SF
fans are avidly intellectually curious and often identified as "bright" in school—they're nerds, in other words. Asaresult,
they're often subjected to ostracism and even bullying. "I always knew that | was different. | got clobbered for it regularly,"”
said Heideman. "Concern with the issues of difference strikes me as a natural outgrowth in my interest in SF."

Developing the program schedule for Diversicon presents unique challenges. "It would be possible to do dozens of very
different conventions around the subject of diversity," Heideman said. "Mostly, we lay out the welcome mat for programming
ideas, and people come up with remarkable stuff year after year." Anyone who registersin advance for Diversicon can
participate in programming by contributing ideas and/or volunteering for panels. Heideman and his assistant, Rebecca
Marjesdatter, solicit ideas from registrants throughout the year, making Diversicon's programming largely member-driven.
"Consistently about half of our population ends up participating in at least one program item—and that doesn't count the many
persons who make useful contributions from the audience,” Heideman said.

Through this process, each year's programming reflects the interests of the attendees. "For example," Heideman said, "while
being a multimedia convention, we offer the most panels on literature because that's where our attendees consistently show the
most interest, both as readers and writers. Also, we are happy to serve the unusually high percentage of women and gay people
who attend. There are places—particularly around issues that address writers and readers of color—where we offer itemsin
hopes of increasing attendance from those communities and expanding the horizons of those outside those communities.”

He added, " Choreographing the schedule for Diversicon is more work than for any other con for which I’ ve volunteered these
past 25 years, but that’ s fine, because it's also the most fun. Moreover, the people at Diversicon are the most civilized,
thoughtful, provocative, interesting, kind assemblage of human beingsit’s been my privilege to know."

Heideman dares to dream. If Diversicon grows, he would like to invite "even more daring guests, including more from
overseas. It would be great to have a couple more tracks of programming. And SF Minnesota could develop into a full-fledged
arts organization, along the lines of Intermedia Arts or the Loft, only for speculative fiction."

He doesn't plan to stop this labor of love anytime soon. "Although Diversicon's emphasis on underrepresented groupsin SFis
very important, there's something even more important underlying our mission. We are, each of us, minorities of one. We each
have some way of looking and thinking and doing that isn't quite like anybody elsein all the world. By exploring and
celebrating the things that make us different, we find the key to our shared humanity."
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Profile

Diversicon 15 Chair Rick Gellman

Rick Gellman recently celebrated the 40th anniversary of hisfirst SF con, the 1966
World Science Fiction Convention in Cleveland, Ohio. He has brought his
knowledge, cooking skills, and distinctive sense of humor to many, many
conventions in the Twin Cities area and around the country. He has been awriter
and editor of fan fiction, an artists' agent, and adealer of art and used books. He
founded the Minnesota Munchie Movement (3M) and has been instrumental in
continuing the tradition of CONsume, a food-oriented "relaxacon” (relaxacons
focus on socializing more than programming), which this year shares time and
space with Diversicon. He a so launched the Gordon Dickson Memorial
Scholarship Fund to help writers attending the Clarion West Workshop.

Rick Gellman has loved speculative fiction as long as he can remember. "I couldn't wait to start school so | could learn to
read. | wanted to read SF. Thefirst SF book | remember reading was Robert A. Heinlein's juvie, Rocketship Galileo, in
the second grade. My mother said that at a young age, | wanted to be an astronomer. In the 1940s, there were no
astronauts to want to grow up to be. "Astronomer" was as close as you could get to space. SF represented freedom and
excitement, both as space opera escape fiction and intellectual excitement. | liked to think and dream. SF was an
unlimited imaginative pal ette that expanded my mind with new concepts and ways of looking at things. And | always
wanted to go into space and explore."

Gellman was drawn to Diversicon gradually. "l started going to Diversicon for social reasons and out of curiosity.” He
was friends with several people on the convention committee and started helping out abit. Asneed for his experience
arose, he contributed more, coordinating T-shirt production and playing the role of auctioneer at the Charity Auction. He
chaired the convention for the first time in 2006.

A walking, talking testament to the interest one person can have in the entire spectrum of SF, Gellman's involvement in
SF leadership extends to many other Twin Cities conventions, each with a somewhat different focus and constituency:
Anime Detour, Arcana, CONsume/RelaxaCON (held in conjunction with Diversicon this year), Convivial, and MarsCon.
He also usually attends and runs a dealer's table at CONvergence and Minicon in the Twin Cities as well as OdysseyCon
(Madison, Wisconsin), WisCon (Madison, Wisconsin), No Brand Con (Eau Claire, Wisconsin), ValleyCon (Fargo, North
Dakota), SogenCon (Sioux Falls, South Dakota), and occasionally Demicon (Des Moines, lowa).

But it's not all work and no play! Future plans include attending—just attending, not working at—Bacon, arelaxacon, in
Brooklyn Park. And he makes it to another relaxacon, Supercon (Rochester, Minnesota), every two or three years to hang
out and socialize.

About Diversicon, Gellman said his most enjoyable part is "just seeing people | like and getting into intellectually
stimulating and/or amusing conversations. | enjoy the panels and the chatting and munching parts of partying. And | like
hel ping people to have an enjoyable time."

With regard for Diversicon's future, Gellman said that "Our mission, in part, is to explore diversity in it's various aspects
asit intersects with science fiction and that community.” Growth would "require serious thought about how to make it a
better con and what expanded social awareness we could promote. With more resources, we'd have to think if we should
expand and if so, in what way and to do what. Priorities might include "inviting more Guests of Honor and including
more delectible and possibly diverse food for the ConSuite."

That's Rick—making sure people feel comfortable, welcome, and taken care of!
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Diversicon 15: A Preview

From August 3-5, 2007, the 15th annual Diversicon will continue its rich tradition of celebrating diversity in the speculative
fiction fields, inviting the participation of those both within and outside the traditional SF community.

Guests

Thisyear's guest of honor is African-American author Andrea Hair ston, a professor of Afro-American studies and theater at
Smith College in Massachusetts. Hairston's speculative fiction novel, Mindscape (Aqueduct Press, 2006), was described by the
New York Review of Science Fiction as having "aplotline of great complexity and great swaths of originality, presented through
a headlong and ferocioudly vivid mise-en-scene.” It was short-listed for the 2006 Tiptree Award, which honors the exploration
of gender and sexuality in speculative fiction, and the 2006 Philip K. Dick Award, which honors distinguished science fiction
published in paperback. Hairston isalso the artistic director of Chrysalis Theatre, a cross-cultural, multidisciplinary
performance ensemble in Massachusetts, which has produced three of her science fiction plays.

Other special guests are Christopher Jones and Melissa S. Kaer cher, Twin Cities artists who illustrate the humorous comic
book Dr Blink! Superhero Shrink (Dork Storm Press). Jones has worked professionally in comics since 1988. Kaercher, who
holds aBS in biology, also colors educational comics for Capstone Press.

According to tradition, Diversicon will also honor several "posthumous guests':

e An African-American and feminist writer, Octavia Butler (1947—2006) overcame dyslexia to receive the MacArthur
Foundation "Genius" Grant and win two Hugo and four Nebula awards during a prolific and distinguished career. Her work
explored race, gender, and power dynamics among many themes. Her influence was deeply felt, and sheis deeply mourned.

e Thisyear isthe centennia birthday of Robert A. Heinlein (1907-1988) overcame disabling tuberculosis to author many
novels and short stories, perhaps most famously Stranger in a Srange Land (in which he coined the term grok) and The
Moon Isa Harsh Mistress. Hiswork explored race, religion, and sexuality and gender roles, often in iconoclastic ways.

e Thisyear isalso the centennial birthday of Frida Kahlo (1907—1954), a Mexican, surrealist, disabled (from both polio and
atraffic accident), bisexual, Communist artistic sensation. Her volatile life and visceral art pose compelling questions
about femininity, cultural inheritance, and personal and artistic identity.

¢ Andwe anticipate George Pal's (1908-1980) centennial birthday. Born Gyodrgy Marincsék, the Hungarian filmmaker fled
Nazism and went on to produce a number of U.S. SF films, including Destination Moon, When Worlds Collide, The War of
the Worlds, The Naked Jungle, The Time Machine, and 7 Faces of Dr. Lao. He pioneered many special effects.

Programming

Asusual, programming will consist generally of three tracks. Proposed programming thisyear is, as aways, diverse:

e Pandson the changing nature of the discussion of race in the United States, the sustainability of empires both historical
and fictional, and the legacy of violence against women in SF

Presentations on Asian mythologies and Mexican artist Frida Kahlo

Discussions of TV shows, including Medium, Battlestar Galactica, and Sx Feet Under

Reviews of recent devel opments in Japanese anime and manga and Hollywood SF films

A survey of the current state of GLBT characters and issuesin SF

Discussions of science-related topics, e.g., the discovery of new species on Earth, solar system exploration, and cosmology
Panels on the craft of writing

Readings by authors and improvisational storytelling

Social Opportunities

While programming is a key component of Diversicon's excellence, the convention also offers numerous mellow, convivia
opportunities for gathering with friends and making new ones. The ConSuite is open throughout most of the convention's
hours, providing a comfortable seating area and awide variety of refreshments. Parties, consisting mainly of sipping,
munching, and avid discussion of whatever is on people's minds, occur each evening. At mealtimes, attendees generally find
one another and head in groups small and large to nearby dining establishments.
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Profile

Guest of Honor Andrea Hairston

Novelist, playwright, and scholar Andrea Hairston is a professor of
Afro-American studies and theater at Smith College in Massachusetts.
Hairston is also the artistic director of Chrysalis Theatre, a cross-cultural,
multidisciplinary performance ensemblein Massachusetts. Her speculative
fiction novel, Mindscape (Aqueduct Press, 2006), was short-listed for the
2006 James Tiptree Jr. Award and the 2006 Philip K. Dick Award.

Andrea Hairston views writing speculative fiction as a natural outgrowth of her background and identity. "I grew up in the 1950s
in ablack community in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and who | am now—a full professor, artistic director of atheatre company,
science fiction and fantasy novelist—was not a character | saw regularly represented in my community or in the stories coming
from the mainstream about my community. We had to make ourselves up from the dreams and hopes of our parents and
grandparents, and from the fire and passion of people we didn’t know who were fighting (and dying) for a better world that they
had only imagined and would perhaps not live to glimpse.

"I was part of someone’ s speculative fiction," she continued. "I was amain character in their fantasy of afree America, afree
world. Science fiction and fantasy carries on that tradition for me—writing stories that are arehearsal of the possible—and such
stories are not limited to what might be the dominant story at hand.”

Hairston heard about Diversicon in 2005 at WisCon, where " had great conversations with folks at the Diversicon party. We
talked about film, fiction, and how to help people enjoy the strange and the familiar from multiple perspectives." She wanted to
attend that year but couldn't. "Sheree R. Thomas—a good friend and wild woman writing sister—was Guest of Honor, along with
Minister Faust, but | was traveling and writing and speaking and couldn’t fit one more thing into my schedule.”

However, she was able to attend in 2006. About that experience, she said, "It was friendly and cozy. Also, | likewild intellectual
adventure; | like thoughts flying and swirling, taking my mind to new places; | like to be around people who aren’t afraid to be
expressive, wacky, and fun as well as provocative and challenging. | got all that at Diversicon." She added, "And there was a
place at the table for everyone. I’ ve been at cons where questioning oppressive values/perspectives embodied in so-called fun or
supposedly great transcendent narratives is discouraged. At Diversicon, we can have complex responses to science fiction and
fantasy, appreciating what we love while challenging/critiquing what we find oppressive in the same work."

Many moments at the 2006 Diversicon stand out for Hairston. "I loved Brian Thao Worra stalk and slide show on Asian dragons
and other fantastical animals; Kelly Link's and Brian's readings and Pan Morigan's concert were wonderful; hanging out with
folksin the ConSuite and talking about sci-fi movies were great fun; the Guest of Honor interviews were intriguing. And what
really stands out are all the unscheduled, serendipitous conversations | had with people in the hallways—unexpected jewels!"

Asfor the future of SF and the inclusion of underrepresented groups, " Things are better. We are out there. Books are getting
published. Stories arein zines and online. There’ s Diversicon and Wiscon—and the new Galacticon! There are wonderful writers
getting celebrated—and they’ ve been featured at Diversicon—Nalo Hopkinson, Karen Joy Fowler, Suzie McK ee Charnas,
Eleanor Arnason, Brian Thao Worra, Sheree Thomas, Kelly Link, Minister Faust, and more."

She also acknowledges that, "unfortunately, alot of the same old challengesremain. All the various forms of limited vision and
the unequal distribution of resources and power continue to haunt and stunt all of our lives. | don’t see this as an inevitable, never-
ending battle. However, we should not be lulled by our successes but encouraged by them to demand more changes, to dream
bolder possibilities, and to keep speculating on the changes we want so that we can make them happen.

Current Projects

Drawing on extensive research, family stories, and interaction with her students, Hairston is writing a novel, Redwood and
Wildfire, about performers of various ethnicitiesin "coon shows," Wild West shows, and blackface films around 1900. "I wanted
to discover their humanity and increase my own. . . . | developed a deep appreciation for the richness, complexity, and brilliance
of people coming up from Georgia and making alife on stage and screen in turn-of-the-century Chicago. Here was atreasure
trove of stories that haven’t been told—people whose lives we often cannot imagine.”
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Profile

Special Guest Christopher Jones

Christopher Jones, with Melissa S. Kaercher, isan artist for the humorous comic
book Dr Blink! Superhero Shrink (Dork Storm Press) about superheroes and
their neuroses. Chris has worked professionally in comics since 1988, including
work on the graphic novel series Justice League Adventures and The Batman
Srikes (both for DC Comics), and heis afounder of the Twin Cities
mega-convention CONvergence.

Christopher Jones has "been visiting Diversicon fairly regularly since | first discovered it a number of years back. | love
that Diversicon isalaid-back convention where you can really hang out and socialize with other SF fans. | love the
eclectic tastes represented at Diversicon. And | love the intimacy of the convention that allows the attendees and guests to
intermingle as fellow fans."

Thisyear as a Special Guest, Jonesislooking forward to "the limo service and complimentary caviar basket. No,

wait ... !" More seriously, he added, "I enjoy talking about my work and about comicsin general. | think | have alot of
knowledge to share, and | usually learn something, too. |'ve been an attending fan at conventions, I've helped run
conventions, and I've been a guest at conventions, and | ill enjoy doing all three! | really look forward to meeting and
talking to people at Diversicon 15."

About his career in comics, Jones said, "I've loved comic books and drawing aslong as | can remember. | have superhero
drawings and homemade comic books from when | was 3—4 years old. | did aweekly comic strip for my hometown
newspaper when | was 10. It'sin my blood. | loveto draw and | loveto tell stories, so comics continue to be a great
medium for me to work in. | feel very fortunate that | can actually make aliving doing something | love."

Jones has watched the evolution of SF over hislifetime. "It's interesting getting a sense of how much SF has changed on
agenerational time scale asit has gained more and more mainstream popularity in the post-Star Wars era. Asawhole,
there's more science fiction out there, more public awareness, more acceptance and diversity of content.”

But some things remain the same. "The whole convention scene still gets reported in the mediain a news-of-the-weird
sort of way," Jones said, "and you still have certain styles and genres dominating what's out there."

However, he anticipates more change in the future as technology allows wider distribution of artists individual visions,
facilitating more diversity of viewpoints and styles. "It's going to be interesting what happens over the next several years
as technology puts the means of production and distribution more and more in the hands of the little guy, in the hands of
independent producers.”

Current Projects

e Dr. Blink: Superhero Shrink, with John Kovalic (writer) and Melissa Kaercher (coloring)

e TheBatman Srikes!: now in hisfourth year as regular penciler on this DC Comics
graphic novel

e CONvergence: helpsrun Twin Cities convention and produces the whimsical artwork for
it and its sponsoring organization, MISFITS, including the characters Professor Maxwell
Misfittle, founder of MISFIT labs, and Connie—shown together at the right.
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Profile

Special Guest Melissa S. Kaercher

Melissa S. Kaercher, with Christopher Jones, is an artist for the humorous comic
book Dr Blink! Superhero Shrink (Dork Storm Press) about superheroes and
their neuroses. Melissa also colors educational comics for Capstone Press; holds
aBSin biology and most of a BA in fine arts; originated the Cthulhu Coffee
website; paints; and is adevotee of H. P. Lovecraft, Godzilla, and zombie films.
She says she can be bribed easily with Scotch.

The last time Melissawas able to make it to Diversicon was 2001. She's very excited about being able to attend again—
especialy asa Special Guest. "Diversicon hosts some of the best panels outside of the mega-convention circuit (Worldcon, San
Diego Comic Con, etc.). The programming is smart, the attendees are high-caliber, and it is all bundled together in an easy-
going atmosphere," she said. "Beyond that, I'm looking forward to being a co-guest with Chris [Jones]. We tag-team well."

Melissa has a strong interest in diversity in speculative fiction, particularly in the comics form. "I've seen ahuge influx of
female comics readers. Even better, they're very vocal, particularly online. They've become watchdogs against the mid-'90s
basketball-breasted, scantily-clad female that haunted the pages of the comicsindustry. Asaresult, some comics are starting to
showcase more realistic bodies and more practical costumes. We're also getting some comics that are tailored more for a
general audience than the usual 18-34 white male demographic.

"There are myriad challenges, however. | see alot of backlash against the 'feminist invasion.' | also don't see awhole lot of
ethnic diversity happening yet, at least not in the mainstream (we're still stuck in the "token Black/Asian/Hispanic character”
mode). Also, many of the most recent strides towards diversity in sexuality (see: making Batwoman alesbian) seem too self-
conscious to be genuine.

"But the industry isin flux, and | think it's generally moving in the right direction. It's good to see people speaking up against
the industry's missteps, rather than just letting it chug along."

Melissa came to working as a comics artist relatively late. "At times, it feelslike | found a shortcut, but | really didn't. 1've
been working on this my entire life, too. | just didn't know where | was going until | got there."

Asatoddler, Melissa drew on her grandmother's walls. Her grandmother gave her aroom in the basement to use as a studio—
she could even paint on thewalls! "I was athreat to the local banking community between ages 5-7, because | kept winning all
their coloring contests." Asshe grew up, "I'd draw or paint anything. Art was simply part of my life. Inthe mid-'80s, |
stumbled upon two things that deeply influenced me. The first was the comic adaptation of the movie Creepshow, which was
illustrated by the legendary Bernie Wrightson. The second was a gaming book called The Bestiary. Creepshow had this
incredible, "illustratorly" style. The Bestiary's art was wild and gestural. | spent alot of time trying to imitate and learn both
styles."

Melissa added, "Much later, Christopher Jones handed me a set of old Keith Giffen Ambush Bug comics from the '80s, and |
was hooked. Then | dug out the old Bestiary book and instantly realized that its artwork was created by Bill Sienkiewicz,
another comicslegend. Comics had been apart of my lifefromearly on .. . . but in asteathy way."

After a series of serendipitous events, Melissa suddenly found herself coloring and lettering Dr. Blink #1. "It helped that many
years of designing Web pages had taught me the ways of PhotoShop and that | already had a working knowledge of four-color
printing from a publishing job I'd had in my teens. | also had extensive color training during the years | worked on a BFA at
the University of Minnesota. | already had most of the technical skills needed to become a colorist; | just hadn't put them
together until | literally stepped in to help and figured it out for myself."

Current Projects

* Dr. Blink: Superhero Shrink, with John Kovalic (writer) and Christopher Jones (line art)

* Femme Noir: The Dark City Diaries, with Christopher Mills (writer) and Joe Staton (pencils)

* | oaded Bible #3, with Tim Seeley (writer) and Mike Norton (pencils)

* Historical comic books for school kids, published by Capstone Press (various artists and writers)
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Octavia Butler

PrOfi IeS Robert A. Heinlein

Frida Kahlo

Posthumous Guests of Honor George Pal

Why "posthumous guests'? Besides being inexpensive to invite (hotels apparently only charge for rooms occupied by
corporeal beings, not for being haunted), they offer insightsinto the rich and diverse tapestry of intellectual and artistic work
on which speculative fiction draws. Past posthumous guests have included The Wonderful Wizard of Oz author L. Frank
Baum; trailblazing femal e author and Empire Strikes Back screenwriter Leigh Brackett; Alice and Wonderland and Through
the Looking Glass author L ewis Carroll; Caribbean-French author of The Three Musketeers Alexander Dumas; scientist
and pacifist Albert Einstein; inventor, diplomat, printer, and revolutionary Benjamin Franklin; hominid " Lucy," whose
remains were discovered in Kenyain 1978; William Shakespear e, who often included fantastic elementsin his plays;
Frankenstein author M ary Wollstonecraft Shelley; Lord of the Rings author J. R. R. Tolkien . ..

Shy and dyslexic, Octavia Butler (1947—2006) was drawn to reading and writing speculative fiction as a
child. In her early 20s, she attended two writing workshops she later said gave her valuable help: the
Open Door Workshop of the Screenwriters Guild of America, a program designed to mentor Latino and
African-American writers, where she met Harlan Ellison; and the Clarion Science Fiction & Fantasy
Writers Workshop, introduced to her by Ellison, where she first met Samuel R. Delany. Her first novel,
Patternmaster, was published in 1976. Her work won two Hugo and two Nebula Awards. It was also
recognized outside the SF genre: in 1995, she received the MacArthur Foundation "Genius' Grant, and
in 2000, she received the Lifetime Achievement Award in Writing from the PEN American Center.
Throughout her career, her work explored themes of gender, race, power dynamics, and community.

In his 20s, Robert A Heinlein (1907-1988) was a political radical. He was active in the End Poverty in
California movement during the Depression and supported activist author Upton Sinclair's candidacy for
governor. During the Cold War, his politics swung towards the libertarian and conservative. An
aeronautical engineer during WWII, Heinlein is credited with injecting a more rigorous scientific
standard into sciencefiction. He isalso credited with writing strong female characters when few authors
did so, and hisfiction consistently criticized racism. His many books for young readers stretched
editorial boundariesin terms of thematic sophistication. In both his persona life and writing, he
explored expressions of individual freedom, such asfreelove. Heinlein's work won four Hugo Awards
and three "retrospective”" Hugos (for work published before the Hugo Award was established). Hewas
also the first winner of the Science Fiction & Fantasy Association's Grand Master Award.

Frida Kahlo (1907-1954) expressed indigenous Mexican culture and her personal struggles with

identity in her often surreal, fantastical paintings. Her paintings are admired for their visceral emotional
impact. At age 6, she contracted polio, which left one leg thinner than the other. At age 18, her body
was shattered in atraffic accident and never put together correctly again, resulting in alifetime of chronic
pain and periodic immobility. Before the accident, she had participated in sports, including boxing. She
was also one of only 35 girls admitted to the prestigious Preparatoria school. During her two marriages
to muralist and painter Diego Rivera, she was openly bisexual and took many lovers of both sexes. An
active communist supporter, she was afriend and lover of Leon Trotsky before his assassination.

George Pal (1908-1980) was born Gyoérgy Pal Marczincsak in Hungary. After graduating from the
Budapest Academy of Arts, he worked as a filmmaker in Hungary for afew years, then moved to
Germany in 1931. In 1940, he left Germany to escape Nazism—he and his wife were suspect because
they were foreigners—and came to the United States, where he worked for Paramount Pictures. Heis
best known for the groundbreaking production he brought to science fiction films in the 1950s and 1960s.
He also invented atechnique of "replacement animation," using thousands of individually carved puppets
to create high-quality effects only equaled by computer animation, and he won an Oscar in 1944 for his

"Puppetoons.”
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Registration

Journalists

If you work for a news organization or if you are a freelance writer contracted to cover Diversicon,
please contact Paula Fleming to arrange for complimentary press credentials.

Rates
Through July 14, 2007:
AUIL .o $30
Attending ArtistS........ccooeeeeececccece e $25
(%1 per bid sheet; contact Eric Heideman)
DEAIENS ... $25 per person
(first table $15, second $10 if available; contact Eric Heideman or David Christenson)
Student (80ES5—17)...cccceveeieeeeeeeee e $20
Converting (convert to Adult admission for $5).....$25
Supporting (publications only) ..........cccceeveeieseennen. $5
At the Door
AUIL .o $40
Student (80ES5—17)...c.ccceeeeeeieeeeseee e, $30
Hotel

Arrange for rooms directly with the Holiday Inn Select International Airport—Mall of America; call
952-854-9000. Diversicon sleeping rooms will also be on the 13th-floor Concierge level at arate of $99
+ 13¥% tax/night. Mention Diversicon when registering. Deadline: July 13, 2007. The hotel is
located at 34th Ave S and 79th St (American Blvd), one block north of 1-494.

<

Diversicon 15 Registration Form

Name

Address

City, State/Province, Postal Code

E-mail Phone: ( )

I’d like information on the following:
O Program Participation [ Art show [ Dedler Tables [ Party Hosting ] Volunteering

Enclose check or money order and mail to: DIVERSICON 15, PO Box 8036, Lake Street Station,
Minneapolis, MN 55408-0036. Make checks payable to Diversicon 15. Do not mail cash.


mailto:paulafleming@comcast.net?subject=Diversicon:%20Press%20Query
mailto:eric@totu-ink.com?subject=Diversicon:%20Attending%20Artist%20Query
mailto:eric@totu-ink.com?subject=Diversicon:%20Dealer%20Table%20Request
mailto:rekal@prodigy.net?subject=Diversicon%20Dealer%20Table
http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/h/d/sl/1/en/hotel/mspia?rpb=hotel&crUrl=/h/d/hi/1/en/mapsearchresults
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