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The purpose of the Mas Dinero project is to use the latest findings in science, technology, and social programs to improve the lives of poor people in the Department of Cordoba along the north coast of Colombia.  In particular, the object will be to dramatically increase the finances, health, and athletic ability of poor working men and women in Cordoba between the ages of 18 and 70.  Four proven methods will be used to increase the income and health of the poorest people.  They are: 

1) Growing Moringa for use by humans as well as for animal fodder (see

http://www.treesforlife.org/ 
http://www.moringanews.org/ (especially articles on the use of Moringa for increasing the growth of cattle and pigs which is an important industry in Cordoba)
http://www.echotech.org/mambo/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=89&Itemid=122 

http://www.echotech.org/mambo/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=63&Itemid=140) 
(Note: Some ECHO and Trees for Life technical notes are available in Spanish and will be distributed to participants in the Mas Dinero project) 

2) Growing tropical fruit trees (see

http://home.comcast.net/~prigter/Bangladesh.doc
http://www.echotech.org/mambo/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=63&Itemid=140) 

3) Growing other high value food commodities such as Hawaiian Sweet Corn with the help of micro irrigation (if available in Colombia) (see 

http://www.ide-india.org/ide/pt/index.shtml and http://www.ide-india.org/ide/ipmas.shtml

http://www.echotech.org/mambo/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=160&Itemid=164
http://www.echotech.org/mambo/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=63&Itemid=140) 
http://kickstart.org/tech/technologies/micro-irrigation.html
http://www.chapinlivingwaters.org/About%20us.htm
4) Starting Backyard Poultry farms (see 
http://home.comcast.net/~prigter/Poverty.doc 
http://www.fao.org/english/newsroom/news/2002/5480-en.html, http://www.fao.org/AG/againfo/themes/en/infpd/documents/papers/2004/7afghan1503.pdf, and http://www.globalfoodchainpartnerships.org/cairo/papers/TomFattoriAfghanistan.pdf
http://www.echotech.org/mambo/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_view&gid=35 

The cost of supplies for each project is expected to be less than $100. Poor participants in the program should be able to substantially increase their income within 1 year and may want to use their profits to expand their businesses. 

To increase the athletic ability of the residents, a Sports Club will be organized using low cost sports equipment imported into Colombia (badminton, croquet, horseshoes, Frisbees, and softball equipment.)  As the income of the residents increases it is expected that a Pitch and Putt golf course will be prepared following the plans supplied by Golf Digest magazine.  In addition, a miniature golf course may also be prepared.  These golf projects will not be started initially due to the difficulty and cost of importing equipment into rural Colombia.

Initially the concepts described in this paper will be tested in Los Cordobas, Cordoba, Colombia (an isolated village in on the Atlantic coast of Colombia where the author was a Peace Corps volunteer specializing in rural community development).  As seeds are produced and concepts are proven, the Mas Dinero program will be expanded to other parts of Cordoba using middle-age women from Los Cordobas as salesman for both the technology and the tropical tree seeds required to take advantage of the technology.  These women will be familiar with:

1. The production and use of Moringa, tropical fruit trees, and other high value food commodities,  

2. Modern methods for backyard poultry production,

3. The use of micro irrigation (when it becomes available in Colombia)

4. The use of low cost sports equipment

In addition, they will be chosen for their ability to be compassionate with the problems of other women and men living in other parts of Cordoba (since they have experienced similar problems).  They will use modern sales techniques to sell the program such as the following slogans:

1. Why not purchase small miracles for the price of a Kola Roman soda  (Moringa seeds) (Note: The moringa tree is also known “The Miracle Tree)
2. Why not grow the best possible food for your family and your animals for the price of a Kola Roman (Moringa seeds)

3. Why not start a modern high technology farm for the price of two Kola Romans (Moringa seeds, tropical fruit tree seeds, other selected high value food commodity seeds)

These saleswomen will provide literature in Spanish describing the use of Moringa for family health and animal fodder to potential customers.  They will be able to discuss improved technology for tropical farms.  It is hoped that these saleswomen will receive help from the Government of Cordoba, leaders of the Catholic Church, and NGOs in the area such as World Vision in Monteria as the program progresses.

