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THE METHOD

1. Use GIS and remote sensing technology developed by USDA to monitor Khabarovsk Region of the Russian Far East.

2. Demonstrate profitable and environmentally sound forest management practices for Taiga 

3. Determine if other countries logging companies (Japan and Korea) pose an environmental threat.

4. Encourage additional investment by US/Russian companies based on sound forest management practices.

History

1. Russia is very concerned about the long-term impact that current Japanese and Korean lumber company practices will have on its forestry resources.

2. Russia recognizes that their desperate need for hard currency results in massive uncontrolled logging operations.

3. Reports of untreated 8-foot logs which have not been treated for insect pests being exported.

4. Russia prefers working with Weyerhauser Co. and other U.S. companies that are subject to U.S. environmental laws.

5. Tom Brokaw, Anchor and Managing Editor of “NBC Nightly News”, describes the threat to Taiga in New York Times article.

6. Pacific Energy and Resources Center regularly publishes Taiga News for those interested in current situation.

7. Global Forestry Management Group, a coalition of 10 sawmills and plywood plants from the Pacific Northwest, with its Russian partners will lease 1 million acres in Khabarovsk Region of Russian Far East

8. Moscow State University (Dr. Oleg Musin) and Dr. Rigterink want to work with USDA in encouraging and promoting responsible forestry in Russia by U.S. companies.

