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(Note: See Appendix for goals of the Mas Dinero Project and the Monteria wikipedia web site for links to the University of Cordoba and the Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana).

Tuesday – March 17 – 

I arrived in Monteria Cordoba and spoke with the Bishop of Monteria, Julio Cesar Vidal Lopez.  He was enthusiastic about my ideas and wanted me to talk with his technical staff when they returned on Thursday.  He suggested that I go with him to Los Cordobas on Thursday when he was celebrating mass in Los Cordobas.  He immediately recognized the value of each of the four ideas. He noted that there was high unemployment in the Department of Cordoba.
I then visited the Department of Cordoba’s Secretary of Economics and AgroIndustry, Teresa Salamanca, who was very interested in my ideas.  She will try growing moringa on her ranch and will investigate the use of moringa more with her staff.
Wednesday March 18 – 

I visited the Agricultural Engineers at the University of Cordoba, and in particular, Janer M. Polo Santos, who has taught 248 farmers in the Municipal of Los Cordobas improved methods for agriculture.  Janer showed me a presentation of what he was doing in Los Cordobas (I believe he has led about 10 projects). He was familiar with moringa from the Trees for Life website but did not have any seeds (I gave him 1000 seeds for a demonstration at the University).  I told him about the ECHOtech.org and moringanews.org websites and gave him hard copies of the appropriate materials in Spanish (he can read some English).  He said that he would be visiting Los Cordobas the following week and would help the farmers plant moringa and the 30 different fruit tree seeds that I brought from ECHO and Banana Tree.  He was particularly proud of the improved white yams they had grown and showed me an example. He felt that the University should start a backyard poultry demonstration and will follow up on my ideas.
Earlier, another professor showed me the experimental farm at the University of Cordoba. The farm was excellent.  They have projects testing different varieties of corn, beans, eggplants, and mango. They were particularly interested in the sweet corn seeds supplied by ECHO, the availability of micro irrigation systems from IDE, and the supermoneymaker pumps from Kickstart. I believe they have about 9 agricultural professors at the University each of whom has projects in one of nine municipios.  They have an irrigation system, but it was broken. They have 3 or 4 buildings for agricultural engineering and probably have about 100 students in this field.  
I then visited the civil engineers at the University Pontificia Bolivariana.  We talked about the prospect of building micro irrigation systems and pumps.  They will follow up.




Thursday March 19 – 

I met the bishop and his technical staff.  They have two major social programs, and I met the leaders of each program.  We then went to Los Cordobas where we met with the mayor and about eight priests and nuns from the municipios of Los Cordobas, Apartado, Puerto Escondito, and Canalette.  The bishop blessed a small bridge and several new buildings that had been built since he was last there.  He also celebrated a mass.  I gave the mayor and the priest from Los Cordobas some sports equipment and about 75 Obama photo buttons for distribution to the people who remembered me from when I was there 45 years ago (they have to be at least 55 years old now).  The mayor, who was about 35 years old, said she was 65 so I gave her a Michelle Obama pin.  She was thrilled as were the others who received an Obama pin.  The priests and nuns wished they were older.  I also gave the mayor and priest the fruit tree seeds and 1000 more moringa seeds for use in Los Cordobas, along with a lot of literature in Spanish on the use of moringa.  The mayor will seek help from the University of Cordoba in growing the different seeds.  She also agreed about the need for improved backyard poultry farming.  
Los Cordobas has changed since I was last there.  There is now an asphalt road to Los Cordobas, Canalette, Puerto Escondito, and Apartado (earlier there only was a dirt road that could be impassable when it rained).  There is also a large cell phone tower, and half of the houses are of cinder block. When I was there 45 years ago, there were no cinder block houses, and most of the houses had thatched roofs instead of tin.  There now is electricity during the day instead of only at night.  There appears to be about 300 primary and secondary grade students (when I was there previously there was only about 25 students and most did not go beyond the third grade).   There are also some paved streets and community centers.  Many of the people who I had known and worked with have died. The prevalent periods of violence appear to have ended, and there does not seem to be any foreign terrorists, FARC, or drug producers in the area.  In the mid-1960s, Los Cordobas was known to be a center for MRL and communist activity, and there had been a Castro guerilla until the mayor ran him out of the area.  About 10 years before I arrived as a Peace Corps volunteer teaching rural community development, all of the town’s houses had been burnt to the ground.   
Friday March 20 – 

I asked a street person to give a few moringa seeds to his friends in a poor neighborhood in Monteria and gave him 5 copies of a small presentation on moringa.  He returned in about four hours, and said that the seeds had been distributed.  I gave Obama buttons to him and his wife.  He appeared to be intelligent but devastated by a lack of opportunity.  
Many people in Monteria are unemployed especially at this time of year, the end of the dry season (The rainy season starts in April-May and goes to November-December). About 400,000 people live in Monteria and about 3000?? people live in Los Cordobas. There are 2500 taxis in Monteria. The bishop told me that there is severe unemployment everywhere.  There appears to be more cars and fewer horses than before.  The number of women in important government positions appears to be great.
Later - 
I expect to receive photos and presentations of successful agricultural projects in Cordoba by the University, Government, and Catholic Church personnel.  They have a large number of agricultural projects to help the poor people of Cordoba. The importance of moringa for animal feed as well as for human consumption cannot be underestimated.  The introduction of low cost micro irrigation systems and a variety of fruit trees will dramatically improve the lives of the poorest people in the region.  The University of Cordoba has enough students to try all the ideas suggested at the ECHO website.  The people are really interested in agricultural engineering because they can see it as a way to improve their lives.  Inexpensive sports equipment is important for poor people because it can help make their lives more enjoyable. 
Appendix

The purpose of the Mas Dinero project is to use the latest findings in science, technology, and social programs to improve the lives of poor people in the Department of Cordoba along the north coast of Colombia.  In particular, the object will be to dramatically increase the finances, health, and athletic ability of poor working men and women in Cordoba between the ages of 18 and 70.  Four proven methods will be used to increase the income and health of the poorest people.  They are: 

1) Growing moringa for use by humans as well as for animal fodder  (Note: Some ECHO and Trees for Life technical notes are available in Spanish and were distributed to participants in the Mas Dinero project) 

2) Growing tropical fruit trees  

3) Growing other high value food commodities such as Hawaiian Sweet Corn with the help of micro irrigation (when available in Colombia) 
4) Starting backyard poultry farms 

The cost of supplies for each project is expected to be less than $100. Poor participants in the program should be able to substantially increase their income within 1 year and may want to use their profits to expand their businesses. 

To increase the athletic ability of the residents, a Sports Club will be organized using low cost sports equipment imported into Colombia (badminton, pitch and putt golf, horseshoes, Frisbees, and softball equipment.)  
Initially the concepts described in this paper will be tested in Los Cordobas, Cordoba, Colombia (an isolated village in on the Atlantic coast of Colombia where the author was a Peace Corps volunteer specializing in rural community development).  As seeds are produced and concepts are proven, the Mas Dinero program will be expanded to other parts of Cordoba using middle-age women from Los Cordobas as salesman for both the technology and the tropical tree seeds required to take advantage of the technology.  They will use modern sales techniques to sell the program such as the following slogans:

1. Why not purchase small miracles for the price of a Kola Roman soda  (Moringa seeds) (Note: The moringa tree is also known “The Miracle Tree)

2. Why not grow the best possible food for your family and your animals for the price of a Kola Roman (Moringa seeds)

3. Why not start a modern high technology farm for the price of two Kola Romans (Moringa seeds, tropical fruit tree seeds, other selected high value food commodity seeds)

These saleswomen will provide literature in Spanish describing the use of moringa for family health and animal fodder to potential customers.  They will be able to discuss improved technology for tropical farms.  It is hoped that these saleswomen will receive help from the Government of Cordoba, leaders of the Catholic Church, University personnel, and NGOs in the area such as World Vision in Monteria as the program progresses.

