
The Schwab Family 
 

 

And Beyond 
1804-2001 

 
by Louis B. Schwab, Jr. 

 



 ii

 © Copyright by Louis B. Schwab, Jr. 
July, 1996, June, 1999, July, 2001 

Acknowledgments: 

I want to thank my sons, Lou for editing and proofreading, and Pat for proofing, 
technical production, and computer support. Without them, this book would have not 
had the quality or been published in time for the 1996 Reunion. This book is the 
compilation of many people’s writings and research. I especially want to mention the 
original work done by Mary Josephine Schwab LeDoux and Barbara Crawford LeDoux.  

 

Section Break (Next Page)



 i

Table of Contents 

 

INTRODUCTION .......................................................................................................................................................1 

CHAPTER ONE FROM DEUTSCHLAND TO AMERICA: THE FAMILY SCHWAB....................................2 

THE ATLANTIC BRIDGE................................................................................................................................................3 

CHAPTER TWO HISTORICAL BACKGROUND ................................................................................................5 

FIGURE 3: WÜRTZBURG RESIDENCE GARDEN WITH PAT AND LOU WÜRZBURG HISTORY ..........................................7 
WÜRZBURG HISTORY...................................................................................................................................................8 

CHAPTER FOUR FRIEDEL AND FRIEDL ALBERT’S SCHWAB HISTORY IN GERMANY...................13 

OUR KNOWN FAMILY HISTORY STARTS WITH ANTON SCHWAB. ..............................................................................13 
ASTHEIM.............................................................................................................................................................15 
THE HISTORY OF THE CARTHUSIAN MONASTERY IN ASTHEIM ...........................................................................16 
THE SECULARIZATION OF 1803...........................................................................................................................18 
THE SECULARIZATION HAD A GOOD SIDE............................................................................................................19 

THE SCHWAB FAMILY HISTORY – ASTHEIM.............................................................................................................19 
THIRD GENERATION FROM ANTON SCHWAB......................................................................................................22 

THE CARTHUSIAN MONASTERY ASTHEIM AND THE SCHWAB FAMILY...................................................................25 

CHAPTER FIVE LOUIS (LUDWIG) SCHWAB..............................................................................28 

EXCERPTS FROM THE LEDOUX FAMILY HISTORY....................................................................................31 

CHAPTER SIX  SCHWABS IN OREGON............................................................................................................35 

FROM GERVAIS CHURCH RECORDS ..........................................................................................................................36 
WILL OF LOUIS ( LUDWIG ) SCHWAB ........................................................................................................................37 

CHAPTER SEVEN THE CHILDREN OF LOUIS................................................................................................41 
MARY ANN SCHWAB ..........................................................................................................................................41 
JOHN SCHWAB ....................................................................................................................................................41 
ADOLPH BENEDICT SCHWAB ..............................................................................................................................43 
STORIES OF FARMING IN EASTERN WASHINGTON...............................................................................................44 
CAROLINE SCHWAB-MOTHER GAUDENTIA F.C.S.P. ..........................................................................................46 
FRED SCHWAB ....................................................................................................................................................49 
DOROTHEA SCHWAB- SISTER ROSULA OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT................................................................51 
PAULINE SCHWAB...............................................................................................................................................54 
1976 CATHOLIC SENTINEL ARTICLE ON MT. ANGEL ..........................................................................................55 
CATHOLIC SENTINEL — FRIDAY, MARCH 12, 1976 ............................................................................................55 
CATHOLIC SENTINEL  FRIDAY, MARCH 19, 1976................................................................................................61 
CATHOLIC SENTINEL—FRIDAY, MAY 28, 1976..................................................................................................65 

CHAPTER EIGHT CONRAD SCHWAB FAMILY HISTORY..........................................................................71 

CONRAD AND GERTRUDE’S CHILDREN......................................................................................................................71 
DESCENDANTS OF ANTON SCHWAB ...........................................................................................................................77 



 ii

Page Break

1 ANTON SCHWAB NUMBER OF CHILDREN: 4 .....................................................................................................77 
2  ANNA DOROTHEA SCHWAB OR KRESS ............................................................................................................77 
2  URSULA SCHWAB OR KRESS ...........................................................................................................................77 
2  MARIA EVA SCHWAB OR KRESS B: 1780 D: SEPTEMBER 18, 1843 IN VOLKACH, GERMANY AGE AT DEATH: 63 
EST......................................................................................................................................................................77 

FAMILY OF JOHANN GEDEON SCHWAB AND ANNA MARIA SCHWABIN ...................................................................78 
2 JOHANN GEDEON SCHWAB B: JULY 07, 1774 IN ASCHAFFENBURG, GERMANY D: JULY 05, 1847 ....................78 

... 3   LUDOWICKA DOROTHEA SCHWAB B: NOVEMBER 19, 1814 IN ASTHEIM, GERMANY .............................78 

... 3   URSULA MARIA SCHWAB B: JANUARY 07, 1816 IN ASTHEIM, GERMANY  D: APRIL 12, 1848................78 
..... 4   Valentin Josef Englert b: March 18, 1844 in Astheim,  Germany.................................................78 
..... 4   Christoph Johann Englert b: September 13, 1845 in Astheim,  Germany.....................................78 
..... 4   Anton Joseph Englert b: October 29, 1846  d: March 1847 Age at death: 0 est...........................78 

... 3   VALENTIN WAHRMUND SCHWAB B: APRIL 03, 1817 IN ASTHEIM, GERMANY  D: MARCH 03, 1818 ......78 

... 3   ANNA DOROTHEA SCHWAB B: JUNE 28, 1818 IN ASTHEIM, GERMANY .................................................78 
FAMILY OF VALENTINE LAURENTIUS SCHWAB AND ANNA MARIA KRÄMER..........................................................80 

... 3   VALENTINE LAURENTIUS SCHWAB B: FEBRUARY 25, 1820 IN ASTHEIM, GERMANY  D: 1895 IN COUNCIL 
BLUFF, IOWA AGE AT DEATH: 75 EST. NUMBER OF CHILDREN: 8 ...................................................................80 

..... 4   Margaret Schwab   d: in Council Bluffs, Iowa ..............................................................................80 

..... 4   Elizabeth Schwab   d: in Council Bluffs, Iowa ..............................................................................80 

..... 4   Louise Schwab...............................................................................................................................80 

..... 4   Mary Schwab     Number of children: 1 ........................................................................................80 
........ 5   Rose Schwab..........................................................................................................................80 

..... 4   Ludowicke Dorothea Schwab b: December 26, 1849 in Astheim,  Germany ...............................80 

..... 4   Maria Anna Schwab b: April 30, 1853 in Astheim,  Germany  d: May 18, 1853 ..........................80 
FAMILY OF JOSEPH SCHWAB AND KATIE JENNING...................................................................................................81 

..... 4   Joseph Schwab b: June 16, 1854 in Astheim, Germany  d: January 19, 1937 ..............................81 
........ 5   Lousia Schwab b: December 14, 1883...................................................................................81 
........ 5   Johnny Schwab b: July 02, 1886............................................................................................81 
........ 5   Harry A. Schwab b: February 12, 1889  d: August 1982 in Denver, Colorado ....................81 
........ 5   Rose Pauline Schwab b: July 13, 1890 in Denver, Colorado  d: December 22, 1953............82 
........ 5   Marguerite Schwab b: March 17, 1897  d: 1980 in Council Bluffs, Iowa. ............................83 

FAMILY OF ROSINA E. SCHWAB AND HERMEN TIEBEN ............................................................................................84 
..... 4   Rosina E. Schwab b: June 11, 1869 in Astheim,  Germany  d: October 18, 1947.........................84 

........ 5   Louise Tieben   d: 1932 Age at death: ? Number of children: 1 ............................................84 

........ 5   Elsie Tieben   d: 1981 Age at death: ? ...................................................................................84 

........ 5   Marie Tieben   d: 1934 Age at death: ?..................................................................................84 
FAMILY OF CONRAD WILHELM SCHWAB AND GERTRUD FACKELMANN ................................................................85 

... 3   CONRAD WILHELM SCHWAB B: MAY 29, 1821 IN ASTHEIM, GERMANY  D: AUGUST 15, 1900 .............85 
..... 4   Johann Jakob Schwab b: February 25, 1856 in Astheim,  Germany  d: February 26, 1856 ........85 

FAMILY OF JOHANN JAKOB SCHWAB AND DINA GARISCH RETHMEIER..................................................................86 
..... 4   Johann Jakob Schwab b: January 16, 1857 in Astheim,  Germany  d: 1939 ................................86 

........ 5   Ernest Schwab   d: 1973 Age at death: ?................................................................................86 

........ 5   Casper A. Schwab   d: 1955 in Harlan, Iowa Age at death: ? Number of children: 2............86 

........ 5   Conrad Schwab b: 1891 in Harlan, Iowa  d: 1972 in Council Bluffs, Iowa...........................86 

........ 5   Peter Schwab b: 1922    Number of children: 2 .....................................................................86 
FAMILY OF JOHN SCHWAB AND MARGARET KONRAD .............................................................................................87 

..... 4   John Schwab b: November 27, 1859  d: October 1942 in Custer, Ohio .......................................87 
........ 5   Frank Conrad Schwab b: December 16, 1889 in Dunlap, Iowa  d: May 26, 1977.................87 
........ 5   Anna Barbara Schwab b: July 13, 1891 in Dunlap, Iowa  d: April 02, 1971 .........................91 
........ 5   Joseph Leo Schwab b: May 12, 1893 in Dunlap, Iowa  d: February 24, 1935.......................92 
........ 5   Michael Schwab b: March 11, 1895 in Dunlap, Iowa  d: September 29, 1968......................97 



 iii

........ 5   Rose M. Schwab b: January 22, 1899 in Dunlap, Iowa    Number of children: 2 ..................97 

........ 5   John E. Schwab b: April 26, 1906 in Custer, Ohio  d: 1985 Age at death: 79 est..................98 
FAMILY OF PETER SCHWAB AND BARBARA BERENS ................................................................................................99 

..... 4   Peter Schwab b: November 28, 1861 in Astheim,  Germany  d: 1907 in Dunlap, Iowa................99 
........ 5   Pauline Schwab b: 1891  d: 1918 Age at death: 27 est. .........................................................99 

FAMILY OF CASPAR SCHWAB AND MARY PROKOSCH ..............................................................................................99 
..... 4   Caspar Schwab b: August 18, 1864 in Astheim,  Germany  d: November 17, 1939 .....................99 

........ 5   George Joseph Schwab b: April 10, 1901 in Dunlap, Iowa  d: April 24, 1901......................99 

........ 5   Henry Schwab b: October 02, 1902 in Dunlap, Iowa  d: January 13, 1993 ...........................99 

........ 5   Paul Schwab b: April 09, 1905 in Dunlap, Iowa  d: July 28, 1992 in Dunlap, Iowa .............99 

........ 5   Carl Schwab b: December 09, 1907 in Dunlap, Iowa  d: July 26, 1985 in Dunlap, Iowa......99 

........ 5   Mary Elizabeth Schwab b: November 08, 1910 in Dunlap, Iowa..........................................99 
FAMILY OF FRANZISKUS (FRANK) SCHWAB AND MARY KONRAD .........................................................................100 

..... 4   Franziskus (Frank) Schwab b: July 31, 1868 in Astheim, Germany  d: 1900 in Dunlap, Iowa ..100 
........ 5   Gertrude Ann Schwab b: 1895  d: 1964 in Whitter, California Age at death: 69 est. ..........100 
........ 5   Margaret Schwab b: 1896  d: 1968 Age at death: 72 est. Number of children: 3 ................100 
........ 5   Leo Schwab b: 1898  d: 1968 Age at death: 70 est. .............................................................100 
........ 5   Agnes Schwab b: 1898 ........................................................................................................100 

KASPAR LORENZ SCHWAB AND ANNA MARIA MATTERHEIMER............................................................................101 
... 3   KASPAR LORENZ SCHWAB B: JULY 09, 1822 IN ASTHEIM,  GERMANY  D: NOVEMBER 29, 1897..........101 

FAMILY OF JOHANN GEDEON SCHWAB AND EVA MARIA KOHLHAUPT.................................................................102 
..... 4   Johann Gedeon Schwab b: June 03, 1852 in Astheim,  Germany  d: Unknown..........................102 

........ 5   Franz Adam Schwab b: May 05, 1892  d: June 08, 1917 in Frankfurt, Germany................102 

........ 5   Eva Klara Schwab b: Unknown...........................................................................................102 
FAMILY OF GEORG MICHAEL SCHWAB AND MARIA THERESIA BINZENHÖFER....................................................103 

..... 4   Georg Michael Schwab b: March 05, 1855 in Astheim,  Germany  d: March 09, 1891 .............103 
........ 5   Gedeon Kasper Schwab b: April 14, 1882 in Astheim, Germany  d: June 23, 1958 ...........104 
........ 5   Josefine Barbara Schwab b: March 30, 1884 in Astheim, Germany  d: August 30, 1884 ...106 
........ 5   Josepha Barbara Schwab b: August 29, 1886 in Astheim, Germany  d: August 10, 1898 ..106 
........ 5   Mathilde Maria Barbara Schwab b: July 02, 1889 in Astheim, Germany ...........................107 
........ 5   Ludwig Adam Schwab b: June 22, 1891 in Astheim, Germany  d: November 07, 1970 ....111 

FAMILY OF KONRAD WILHELM SCHWAB AND JULIANNA DRESCHER ...................................................................112 
..... 4   Konrad Wilhelm Schwab b: July 01, 1857 in Astheim,  Germany  d: May 16, 1908 ..................112 

........ 5   Georg Wilhelm Schwab b: October 30, 1896 in Astheim, Germany  d: October 28, 1969 .113 

........ 5   Maria Schwab b: September 17, 1907 in Astheim, Germany  d: 1995 ................................115 
..... 4   Maria Elisabeth Schwab b: May 25, 1861 in Astheim,  Germany  d: June 13, 1870 ..................116 
..... 4   Franz Schwab b: February 19, 1865  d: February 20, 1865 in Astheim,  Germany ...................116 

THE FAMILY OF LOUIS SCHWAB AND JOSEPHINE WINTERER ................................................................................117 
... 3   LUDWIG B: SEPTEMBER 02, 1825 IN ASTHEIM,GERMANY  D: SEPTEMBER 07, 1882.............................117 

THE FAMILY OF MARY ANN SCHWAB AND JOSEPH M. MEYER .............................................................................118 
..... 4   Mary Ann Schwab b: February 02, 1852 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  d: April 10, 1911 ......118 

........ 5   Rose Ann Meyer b: February 04, 1875 in Dunlap, Iowa  d: April 20, 1968........................119 

........ 5   John Jacob Meyer b: November 23, 1876 in Dunlap, Iowa  d: May 20, 1950.....................129 

........ 5   Francis Louis Meyer b: March 02, 1879 in Dunlap, Iowa  d: in Seattle, Washington .........130 

........ 5   Frederick Joseph Meyer b: January 16, 1881 in Dunlap, Iowa  d: August 27, 1893 ...........132 

........ 5   Mathew Adolph Meyer b: February 09, 1883 in Mt. Angel, Oregon ..................................132 

........ 5   William Barnabas Meyer b: January 11, 1885 in Mt. Angel, Oregon..................................133 

........ 5   Edward Joseph Meyer b: June 09, 1886 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: August 19, 1915...........133 

........ 5   Thomas Otto Meyer b: June 14, 1888 in Willipa, Washington  d: January 15, 1974 ..........133 

........ 5   Herbert Eugene Meyer b: August 07, 1890 in Pe Ell, Wa.  d: June 29, 1974 ......................134 

........ 5   Catherine Josephine Meyer b: March 20, 1894 in Pe Ell, Washington................................134 



 iv

........ 5   Theresa Mary Meyer b: June 11, 1896 in Pe Ell, Washington  d: February 14, 1976 .........135 
Page Break

THE FAMILY OF JOHN SCHWAB AND DOROTHY KUNZ...........................................................................................138 
..... 4   John Schwab b: November 12, 1854 in Iowa  d: June 14, 1926 in Portland, Oregon ................138 

........ 5   Freda Schwab b: in Dunlap, Iowa  d: April 01, 1919 in Portland, Or. .................................138 

........ 5   Dorothea (Dora) Schwab b: in Dunlap, Iowa  d: October 03, 1904.....................................144 

........ 5   Rose Schwab b: September 15, 1878 in Dunlap, Iowa  d: in Mt. Angel, Or........................146 
THE FAMILY OF JOHN SCHWAB AND MARY T. WALLEMAN...................................................................................149 

........ 5   Caroline Schwab b: June 20, 1891 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: June 19, 1945 .......................150 

........ 5   Fred J. Schwab b: October 27, 1892 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: March 17, 1980..................152 

........ 5   Emma Mary Schwab b: October 17, 1894 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: April 23, 1965 ..........152 

........ 5   Josephine Schwab b: April 02, 1896 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: October 27, 1937...............155 

........ 5   Margaret Schwab b: April 14, 1898 in Mt. Angel, Oregon..................................................159 

........ 5   Teresa M. Schwab b: May 09, 1899 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: February 03, 1998..............160 
THE FAMILY OF ADOLPH SCHWAB AND ELIZABETH LOUISE WINKLEMAN ..........................................................166 

..... 4   Adolph Benedict Schwab b: October 13, 1859 in Benton County, Iowa  d: February 03, 1928 .166 
........ 5   Frank J Schwab b: February 27, 1889 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: January 31, 1979 .............171 
........ 5   John Edward Schwab b: October 14, 1890 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: February 25, 1967....171 
........ 5   Herbert C. Schwab b: October 21, 1894 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: March 28, 1919............175 
........ 5   Louis B. Schwab, Sr. b: July 20, 1895 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: August 13, 1981 .............177 
........ 5   Otto Edwin Schwab b: May 08, 1898 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: July 30, 1964 ...................181 
........ 5   Joseph William Schwab, Sr. b: March 28, 1900 in Mt. Angel, Oregon...............................183 
........ 5   Alphonse Sylvester Schwab b: November 18, 1902 in Near Harrington, Washington........184 
........ 5   Josephine Mary Schwab b: November 03, 1904 in Harrington, Washington ......................186 
........ 5   Ida Mary Schwab b: June 21, 1907  d: April 09, 1919 in White Sulpher Springs, Mt.........188 
........ 5   Edward B. Schwab b: June 11, 1909 in Harrington, Washington  d: November 16, 1964 ..188 
........ 5   Alice Mary Schwab b: June 1911  d: July 1926 Age at death: 15 est. .................................188 

CAROLINE SCHWAB – MOTHER GAUDENTIA, F.C.S.P............................................................................................192 
..... 4   Caroline Schwab, Mother Gaudentia b: November 09, 1861 in Iowa  d: March 06, 1950.........192 

THE FAMILY OF FREDERICK SCHWAB AND ANNA MARY MAYER .........................................................................193 
..... 4   Frederick Schwab b: November 01, 1863 in Dunlap, Iowa  d: December 08, 1943...................193 

........ 5   Gertrude Beatrice Schwab b: November 02, 1895 in Mt. Angel, Oregon ...........................201 

........ 5   Joseph Benedict Schwab b: March 12, 1897 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: May 23, 1990 ........202 

........ 5   Bertha Theresa Schwab b: November 05, 1898 in Mt. Angel, Oregon................................203 

........ 5   Agnes Caroline Schwab b: December 29, 1900 in Mt. Angel, Oregon ...............................203 

........ 5   Paul Francis Schwab b: June 24, 1902 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: February 09, 1942 ..........204 

........ 5   Rose Anne Schwab b: February 13, 1904 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: December 08, 1974 ...207 

........ 5   Fred Placidus Schwab b: March 20, 1906 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: March 27, 1926 .........207 

........ 5   Leo A. Schwab b: December 02, 1908 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: 1989 ...............................207 

........ 5   Louis A. Schwab b: January 02, 1910 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: 1976 ................................207 

........ 5   Amanda Marie Schwab b: December 25, 1911 in Mt. Angel, Oregon ................................208 
DOROTHEA SCHWAB – SISTER ROSULA ..................................................................................................................210 

..... 4   Dorothea Schwab, Sister Rosula b: December 31, 1865 in Dunlap, Iowa..................................210 
THE FAMILY OF PAULINE SCHWAB AND EDWARD GOOLEY...................................................................................211 

..... 4   Pauline Schwab b: April 12, 1869 in Iowa  d: December 27, 1932 in Spokane, WA ..................211 
........ 5   Mary Gooley b: March 13, 1888 in Mt. Angel, Or.  d: October 15, 1906 ...........................212 
........ 5   Frederick Gooley b: April 11, 1890 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: September 11, 1948............212 
........ 5   Alphonse Leo Gooley b: April 22, 1892 in Mt. Angel, Oregon  d: March 15, 1982 ...........215 
........ 5   Clara Theresa Gooley b: December 05, 1894 in Mt. Angel, Oregon...................................216 
........ 5   Edward Lawrence Gooley b: December 29, 1897 in Mt. Angel, Oregon ............................217 
........ 5   Clarence Anthony Gooley b: January 18, 1900 in Mt. Angel, Oregon ................................217 
........ 5   Genevieve M. Gooley b: September 03, 1911 in Colfax, Wa..............................................218 



 v

GENERATION CHART (AND NOTES)..............................................................................................................219 
GENERATION NO. 1...........................................................................................................................................219 
GENERATION NO. 2...........................................................................................................................................219 
GENERATION NO. 3...........................................................................................................................................219 
GENERATION NO. 4...........................................................................................................................................222 
GENERATION NO. 5...........................................................................................................................................226 
GENERATION NO. 6...........................................................................................................................................237 
GENERATION NO. 7...........................................................................................................................................266 
GENERATION NO. 8...........................................................................................................................................315 
GENERATION NO. 9...........................................................................................................................................331 
GENERATION NO. 10.........................................................................................................................................333 

A LITTLE EXPLANATION ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS:................................................................................335 

 

Page Break

LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS AND DOCUMENTS 
FIGURE 1: INSCRIPTION IN GERTRUDE SCHWAB'S BIBLE ................................................................................................2 
FIGURE 2: JULIUSSPITAL IN WÜRZBURG.........................................................................................................................7 
FIGURE 3: WÜRTZBURG RESIDENCE GARDEN WITH PAT AND LOU ....................................................................................7 
FIGURE 4: GRAVESTONE OF JOHANN PETER GÖRTZ .....................................................................................................11 
FIGURE 5: GRAVESTONE OF SUSAN NA GERTZ ............................................................................................................12 
FIGURE 6: SCHWABS AT KARTHAUSE CHURCH JUNE, 1999..........................................................................................18 
FIGURE 7: PETITION FOR CITIZENSHIP FOR LOUIS SCHWAB..........................................................................................29 
FIGURE 8: CITIZENSHIP PAPERS FOR LOUIS SCHWAB ...................................................................................................30 
FIGURE 9: TWO OF THE ART PIECES RESTORED BY SCHWAB CONTRIBUTIONS ............................................................40 
FIGURE 10: MARIÄBRÜCK KARTHAUSE .......................................................................................................................76 
FIGURE 11: DIE KARTHAUSE MARIENBRÜCK...............................................................................................................77 
FIGURE 12: CHAPEL OF ST. JOHNNES (JOHN)................................................................................................................79 
FIGURE 13: VALENTINE LAURENTIUS SCHWAB............................................................................................................80 
FIGURE 14: JOSEPH SCHWAB AND KATIE .....................................................................................................................81 
FIGURE 15: MARGUERITE SCHWAB..............................................................................................................................83 
FIGURE 16: ROSINA SCHWAB-TIEBEN ..........................................................................................................................84 
FIGURE 17: JOHN SCHWAB AND MARGARET KONRAD FAMILY....................................................................................87 
FIGURE 18: FRANZ ADAM SCHWAB............................................................................................................................101 
FIGURE 19: JOHANN GEDEON SCHWAB AND EVA MARIA KOHLHAUPT......................................................................102 
FIGURE 20: MARIA THERESIA BINZENHÖFER-SCHWAB..............................................................................................103 
FIGURE 21: GEDEON KASPER SCHWAB ......................................................................................................................104 
FIGURE 22: OSKAR SCHWAB ......................................................................................................................................105 
FIGURE 23: ERWIN SCHWAB.......................................................................................................................................106 
FIGURE 24: MATHILDE MARIA BARBARA SCHWAB AND FRANZ JOSEF LACHNER......................................................107 
FIGURE 25: FRANZ AND MATHILDE SCHWAB-LACHNER WEDDING PICTURE.............................................................108 
FIGURE 26: FRIEDEL MARGARETE LACHNER AND FRIEDL ALBERT ...........................................................................109 
FIGURE 27: GROUP WEDDING PICTURE OF FRIEDEL MARGARETE LACHNER AND FRIEDL ALBERT ...........................110 
FIGURE 28: KONRAD WILHELM SCHWAB AND JULIANA DRESCHER...........................................................................112 
FIGURE 29: MARIA SCHWAB - KRAMER .....................................................................................................................115 
FIGURE 30: FAMILY OF LOUIS AND JOSEPHINE SCHWAB ............................................................................................117 
FIGURE 31: MARY ANN SCHWAB AND JOSEPH M. MEYER .........................................................................................118 
FIGURE 32: ROSE MEYER AND AUGUST MAYER WEDDING .......................................................................................119 
FIGURE 33: JOHN & DORTHEA WITH ROSE, FREDA, & DORA .....................................................................................138 
FIGURE 34: JOHN SCHWAB AND MARY T. WALLEMAN ..............................................................................................149 
FIGURE 35: JOHN SCHWAB AND FAMILY....................................................................................................................150 
FIGURE 36: HERMAN SCHWAB, CAROLINE (LENA) SCHWAB-BIELEMEIER AND EMMA SCHWAB-SCHAFFER .............150 
FIGURE 37: MARGARET SCHWAB-SCHARBACH..........................................................................................................159 



 vi

FIGURE 38: MARGARET SCHWAB-SCHARBACH, ANNE BARBARA FLICKER-SCHWAB, TERESA SCHWAB-NIEDERMEYER, 
AMANDA SCHWAB-WILDE ...............................................................................................................................160 

FIGURE 39: HERMAN AND ANNE SCHWAB .................................................................................................................161 
FIGURE 40: SISTER MARILYN SCHWAB O.S.B............................................................................................................164 
FIGURE 41: ADOLPH, ELIZABETH & FAMILY..............................................................................................................166 
FIGURE 42: ADOLPH AND SONS OPERATING A HORSE DRAWN HARVESTER ..............................................................167 
FIGURE 43: HARVESTER CREW ..................................................................................................................................168 
FIGURE 44: HARVESTER STEAM EQUIPMENT .............................................................................................................169 
FIGURE 45: PHOTO BREAK ON THE HAVESTER...........................................................................................................170 
FIGURE 46: FRANK SCHWAB'S CONFIRMATION ..........................................................................................................171 
FIGURE 47: THE SCHWAB BOYS: HERBERT, LOUIS, JOHN, & FRANK .........................................................................175 
FIGURE 48: GRAVES OF HERBERT C. SCHWAB AND IDA MARY SCHWAB...................................................................176 
FIGURE 49: LOUIS (LOUIE) SCHWAB, SR. AND MARY LORENA TOBIN-SCHWAB........................................................177 
FIGURE 50: LOUIE, OTTO, JOHN, FRANK, JOE, ALPHONSE, & EDWARD......................................................................182 
FIGURE 51: REVEREND ELWIN CHARLES SCHWAB.....................................................................................................185 
FIGURE 52: IDA MARY SCHWAB.................................................................................................................................187 
FIGURE 53: MORE GROUP PHOTOS.............................................................................................................................188 
FIGURE 54: 1999 MUSEUM DEDICATION TRIP............................................................................................................189 
FIGURE 55: GROUP PICTURES.....................................................................................................................................190 
FIGURE 56: LOUIS SCHWAB, SR. AND PICTURE OF ADOLPH AND ELIZABETH.............................................................190 
FIGURE 57: AT HOME ON THE FARM WITH ADOLPH AND JOSEPHINE .........................................................................191 
FIGURE 58: CAROLINE SCHWAB - MOTHER GAUDENTIA, F.C.S.P..............................................................................192 
FIGURE 59: FRED SCHWAB AND ANNA MARY MAYER...............................................................................................193 
FIGURE 60: FRED SCHWAB AND SONS........................................................................................................................194 
FIGURE 61: FRED SCHWAB AND DAUGHTERS.............................................................................................................194 
FIGURE 62: CHILDREN OF FRED AND ANNA MARY SCHWAB .....................................................................................195 
FIGURE 63: MOTHER GAUDENTIA, JOHN, & SISTER ROSULA .....................................................................................210 
FIGURE 64: EDWARD GOOLEY AND PAULINE SCHWAB ..............................................................................................211 
FIGURE 65: THE GOOLEY FAMILY..............................................................................................................................212 
FIGURE 66: CONFIRMATION PICTURE ABOUT 1900 ....................................................................................................216 
FIGURE 67: BIG FAMILY GATHERING .........................................................................................................................218 
FIGURE 68: FRANCONIAN DRESS CIRCA 1852.............................................................................................................334 
 

Page Break

 

 

Section Break (Next Page)



 1

Introduction 
About 150 years ago three farmers moved to America from Astheim, a small village in 
Germany. The brothers, Ludwig, Könrad, and Valentine, settled in America, raised large 
families, starting the beginnings of a very large family which after only seven 
generations has over 2,500 living descendants. 

The “three brave brothers” left a strife-torn homeland to start a new life in America. In 
Astheim, their families were prosperous wine makers and farmers with a large family 
estate that had once been a Carthusian Monastery. But with their father's death the 
estate would have to be divided five ways – too small for everyone to make a living and 
raise their families. It is hard to imagine the feelings of the brothers and sisters as they 
separated, first Ludwig, the youngest, left for America about 1850 on his own. Next 
Könrad went with his family, then some-time later Valentine along with his family, 
perhaps encouraged by letters from Ludwig and Könrad. 

Leaving must have been very difficult, but for those left behind, the brother Kasper, their 
sister Dorothea and the family of their deceased sister Ursula, it must have been as 
difficult to stay. This was not a good time for Germany. During this time, our German 
ancestors lived through the Revolution of 1848, Bismarck’s wars to rid Germany of 
foreign rule, and his persecution of the Catholic minority; then came the devastation of 
World Wars One and Two. It is a stark contrast that there are only about 74 living 
Schwab descendants in Germany, while there are about 2,700 in America. 

The American Schwabs’ life as immigrants was not easy either. America was going 
through the Civil War and the Indian wars. But they enjoyed economic growth and 
prosperity.. Land was cheap in America and apparently the Schwabs had a taste for 
real estate development and speculation. 

This is the genealogy of this family, from today back to Joseph Jörg, born sometime 
around 1680. It is also a partial narrative of the history of this family and the amazing 
Carthusian Monastery in Astheim, owned either in whole or part by Schwabs’ since 
1804. Many have contributed to what we know about our family history, but there is 
even more we do not know. Our hope is people who read this will continue the effort to 
fill the gaps. 

The genealogy is not perfect. It can never be. Ours is a dynamic family. Births, 
marriages, divorces and deaths all change the nature of our family’s history. Some 
information did not make it into this version. It is important to help us keep the history up 
to date. At least now, our history is on computer. We have entered the thousands of 
records into a program called, “The Family Tree Maker for Windows” by Brøderbund. 

 

 


