PINE VALLEY MEN’S CLUB

****BY-LAWS ****

Article I: NAME

Section 1: The name of this association shall be Pine Valley Men’s Club. 

Article II: PURPOSE

Section 1: The purpose of this club shall be to promote the interest of golf through tournament play and social activities. 

Article III: MEMBERSHIP

Section 1: Any person interested in pursuing the purpose of this club is eligible to apply for membership. 

Section 2: Members shall be sixteen years of age or older as of April 1 to be eligible for membership the same year.

Section3: Application for membership shall be in writing and directed to the Treasurer. An initiation fee voted by the membership will be imposed to any new member. Previous members wishing to rejoin the club will pay this fee only if the officers of the club deem it necessary. 

Section 4: Club dues for the upcoming year shall be determined by the Executive Board and presented to the membership at the December meeting for final approval. In the event of opposing views on club dues, a majority vote of those present will decide the dues amount for the upcoming year.  The dues become due and payable January 31st for returning members and March 1st for new members. Returning member dues payments postmarked during February will be assessed a $10 late fee, and payments postmarked in March will be assessed a $20 late fee.  Payments made in March or later may be returned pending availability of memberships.  No member can participate in any club event until all dues and late payments are paid in full. 

Section 5: Membership each year is on a first come first served basis. Application for membership will be mailed to each member in good standing by December 1st. Returning members should make their intentions known as soon as possible. Those not responding by January 31st will be assumed non-returning and their spot open to a new member. 

Section 6: Any member who fails to participate in at least one-third (1/3) of the yearly tournaments may not receive an application for membership renewal the following year. 

Section 7: Expulsion: A member may be expelled after notice and a hearing, by a majority vote of the officers, for conduct which in their opinion endangers the welfare, interest, or character of the club. If a member is expelled before July 1st he will receive a full refund of his dues. No refund will be granted for members expelled after July 1st. New membership fees are not refundable regardless of the date of expulsion. 

Article IV: GOVERNING BODY

Section 1: The Men's Club governing body shall be comprised of the following officers: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Tournament Chairman, Handicap Chairman. 

Section 2: These officers shall be elected at each even year annual meeting, now held in the second week of December. Their duties will commence with their election and they will hold office for a term of two years unless removed from office. The President shall not serve for more than two consecutive terms. 

Section 3: All Executive Committee members are exempt from paying any dues.  All officers have the right to vote at all Executive Board meetings. 

Article V: AUTHORITY AND DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1: The President shall preside at all meetings of the club and of the executive committee and shall have a general oversight and management of the club. He shall be ex-officio, of all committees, with the power to decide votes in case of ties. 

A. Unless otherwise designated by the golf course owners, the President, subject to the approval of the officers, shall execute all written contracts and obligations of the club and the Secretary shall attest to the same. 

B. The President with majority approval of the executive committee, shall have the authority to remove any elected officers, and shall fill the vacancy so created. 

C. The President shall have the ability in conjunction with a majority approval of the executive committee, to fill any vacant executive position that becomes open due to resignation, illness or death. 

Section 2: The Vice President shall have the authority to perform all duties of the President in his absence. He shall also be Rules Chairman and assistant to Tournament Chairman. 

Section 3: The Secretary shall keep a record of all the Club's proceedings. He shall have general charge of the correspondence, notice of regular and special meetings, shall record the names of all club members, and perform such other duties normally belonging to his office and as his fellow officers may so direct. 

Section 4: The Treasurer shall receive and disburse all monies of the Club. He shall record and account all receipts and disbursements and the balance of cash on hand with such other information concerning the financial affairs of the Club, as it may require. He shall prepare and present an annual report of the fiscal year transactions at each annual club meeting. He shall disburse all monies as directed by the officers. 

Section 5: The Tournament Chairman is responsible for all tournaments and the posting of scores and results. He is responsible for advance notice of upcoming events and getting the results of all tournaments posted by the following Wednesday. The chairman may have up to 6 committee members to aid him with the performance of his duties.  The tournament chairman and committee are responsible for annual awards and plaque updating before the following season begins. 

Section 6: The Handicap Chairman is responsible for all aspects of computer handicapping, working hand in hand with Tournament Chairman. He is also responsible for all hard and software requirements the Club shall have. The Handicap chairman will regularly validate that tournament winner scores have been entered in the handicap system.
Article VI: MEETINGS

Section 1: The Club shall hold an annual meeting during the second week of December, for which the Secretary will give ample notice to the members of the Club. Twenty five percent (25%) of the membership shall represent a quorum at the annual meeting. If no quorum is present, the presiding officers shall adjourn the meeting to another date. 

A: The following order of business shall be observed at the annual December meeting of the club and, when applicable, at special meetings: 

-Reading and approval of minutes of the last annual meeting 

-Reading and approval of the Treasurer's report 

-Reading and approval of officer or committee reports when applicable 

-Establishment of club dues for the year as may be recommended by the Executive Board 

-Election and installation of officers, when applicable 

-Unfinished business and new business 

Section 2: Executive sessions may be called by any member of the executive committee. The Secretary shall contact all members with a majority consenting required to constitute an official meeting. 

Section 3: Special meetings of the club may be ordered by the President and shall be called by the Secretary or at the written request of twenty-five (25) members of the club provided such request contains a statement of business proposed to be brought before said meeting. 

The Secretary shall give two-(2) weeks’ notice of such meeting and of the business to be transacted to the members. 

Section 4: Tournament Committee meetings shall be held on a regular monthly basis on such day as it may determine and such special meetings as may be called by the Chairman. 

Section 5: At all tournament meetings, three (3) members of the tournament committee shall constitute a quorum. 

Article VII: NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

Section 1: At the even-year December meeting, a slate of candidates for office shall be presented to the membership. A nomination committee appointed by the president shall make the slate of candidates.  The Secretary shall advise all members of those persons comprising the slate prior to the December meeting.  If any of the candidates are unopposed at the annual meeting, they will remain/become the elected officers of the club.   

Replace Section 2: Nominations will also be taken from the floor for each office. The names of the persons nominated and the offices for which they are nominated shall be transmitted to the Secretary of the club.  Candidates nominated by the nomination committee and candidates nominated by the floor, will have the opportunity to present their platform prior to election subject to a 5 minute limitation.  Voting shall be done by written ballot. 

Section 3: When voting for officers, a majority vote shall elect the officer.  Where more than two (2) candidates are nominated for the same office, and if a majority vote is not carried in the first ballot, the (2) candidates receiving the greatest number of votes shall be voted on with the second ballot. 

Article VIII: COMMITTEES

Section I: The following committees shall be formed as deemed necessary by the President: Handicap, Rules, Greens and Entertainment. Tournament committee is to be formed each year by the Tournament Chairman and shall contain up to six (6) committee members. The Executive Committee is the only other permanent committee. 

Section 2: Executive Committee: All the property, business and affairs of this club shall be under the control and management of the officers, subject only to the provisions of these by- laws. The officers shall fill any vacancy occurring among the Executive Committee members or committees. The term of the person selected to fill said vacancy is to extend to the next election of officers. All officers and active tournament committee members will be guests of the Men's Club at the annual December banquet, if a charge is assessed to the general membership. 

Section 3: Handicap Committee: Is to assist Handicap Chairman if necessary and understand all operations of computer handicapping. 

Section 4: Tournament Committee: Tournament Chairman, Vice President, Assistant Chairman may appoint up to six (6) committee members to help prepare and organize all tournaments and scoring. Committee is also responsible for submission of tournament schedule before year-end approval by officers of the Club. 

Section 5: Greens Committee: This committee shall consist of a chairman (the President), the pro, the club owner, Tournament Chairman and course superintendent. It shall observe and control the playing conditions of the golf course; hear and investigate complaints by club members. It shall report the name of any club member who willfully or otherwise abuses the playing conditions of the golf course to the officers. 

Section 6: Entertainment Committee: This committee shall consist of a chairman appointed by the President and (1) other member appointed by the Chairman. It shall have charge of all club dances, meetings and affairs for which food, drink or entertainment must be provided. All subject to the approval of the officers. 

Section 7: Rules Committee: This committee shall consist of a Chairman (the Vice President) and 2 other members selected by the Chairman. It shall establish any local rules and shall make available U.S.G.A. rule handbooks to each member who requests one. It shall make decisions on any disputed or questionable situation by explaining any rule or by defining U.S.G.A. rules. Their decision will be final! 

Article IX: TOURNAMENTS

Section I: General Rule: All tournaments will be held on Friday, Saturday, Sunday and holidays as posted. Tournament play must be finished and scores posted before clubhouse closes. No posting of scores the following day. 

Section 2: Match play events: Participants will decide when to play, with tournament committee setting the limits. 

Section 3: The following principals shall be observed for all tournaments. 

A: All competitions are to be played strictly in accordance with U.S.G.A rules (except what the CSGA one ball rule shall apply) and any adopted local rules. 

B: Member-guest tournaments -Guest must have an updated club or state handicap to be eligible for net competition. They may play in callaway or gross flights if available. 

C: Disqualification may be invoked by the Tournament Committee as a body and not by an individual member or officer.   

D: "Winter Rules" and "Preferred Lies" will be adopted when necessary by advice of the Greens Committee. 

E: A player isn't eligible for a major tournament until thirty days after receipt of club membership dues. He must also have played and recorded a minimum of five (5) eighteen hole rounds of golf at Pine Valley Country Club prior to the major tournament (exception: all members in good standing from the previous year with established handicaps at Pine Valley). These five rounds must have been played the same year as the major tournament and recorded in the handicap book on the date played. All qualifying rounds must be played with another club member. 

F: Prizes will not be awarded for any tournament with less than one-third (33%) of the eligible membership participating. 

G: Members must play with at least one other men's club member to qualify for or to play in a tournament. In a member-member tournament the team must play with another member-member team or, when approved by the Tournament Committee, with at least one other club member. 

H: The Tournament Committee shall rule on all disputes. Their decision shall be final. 

Article X: AMENDMENTS AND APPEALS

Section 1: These by-laws may be modified, altered, or amended from the floor at any meeting of the membership where a quorum of twenty-five (25%) per cent of the membership is in attendance. A majority vote of the membership is required to change the by-laws. 

Section 2: Any member dissatisfied with any action or decision of the Club's officers or committees may make an APPEAL to the Secretary in writing. The APPEAL will be brought before the officers and, if necessary, the members for consideration. All decisions will be decided by secret ballot. 
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