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Search Committee News 
 
 By Joan Hershbell 
 
The Search Committee has been meeting since March 1.  The committee includes Marge Alexander, Marilyn 
Grantham, Lynn Jenkins, Phil Jenkins, Jan Lageson, Bruce Nerland, Don Nevin, Diane Raff, Laura Ranum, 
Jeanne Schmidt, Rosa Uy and Joan Hershbell (Chair).  Names of the candidates will be kept confidential; how-
ever, we will report our progress on a regular basis to the congregation. 
 
We have put a nomination box in the Undercroft for anyone who would like to submit the name of a prospec-
tive candidate.  We have already sent four letters to priests nominated from the parish and six letters to other 
interested priests.  We have placed the following ad on our website, on the Diocesan website, in Soundings and 
in The Living Church: 
 
“St. Matthew©s Church seeking Rector.  Located in St. Paul©s St. Anthony Park neighborhood, St. Matthew©s is 
a medium-sized congregation that is thoughtful, diverse and progressive.  We are distinguished by our empha-
sis on music, artistic expression and our international focus. 
We are seeking spiritual growth and growth in congregational size.  We are also hoping to establish new min-
istries to the students at the University of Minnesota. 
The Parish is receiving names.  The deadline for applicants is May 1.  Please contact Joan Hershbell, Chair of 
the search committee at 651-645-6173, .  Website:  http//www.stmatthewsmn.org”  
 

Phillip Jenkins, Jan Lageson, Lynn Jenkins, Diane Raff, Bruce Nerland, Joan Hershbell,  
Marilyn Grantham, Don Nevin, Rosa Uy, Alex Alexander (standing in for Marge) and Laura Ranum 
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St. Matthew's Prayer List 
Please keep the following people in your 
prayers.  We hope the brief descriptions will 
help bring each person closer to your hearts.  
To add a person to the prayer list, please con-
tact Michael Compton.  
·  Marilee Benkoski, friend of Michael 

Compton, cancer 
·  Esther Morgan, grandmother of Michael 

Compton, leukemia 
·  Emily, friend of Noemi Lopez, depression 
·  John Kilimani, stroke, broken arm 
·  Bob, friend of Abby Marier, legal matter 
·  Rena, sister of Bob 
·  Dorothy Maxson, sister of Marilyn Gran-

tham, recovering from surgery 
·  John Smith, friend of John & Marilyn 

Grantham, recovering from fall 
·  Jayne Hagar Dee, friend of Marilyn Gran-

tham, colon surgery 
·  Donna Berry, back injury 
·  Joe Carter, friend of the parish, leukemia 
·  Neal Puffer, father of Jan Puffer 
·  Richard Dennis, thyroid cancer 
·  Chloe Forstner, cousin of Jan Puffer 
·  Mildred Forstner, grandmother of Jan 

Puffer 
·  Jean Beschler, aunt of Gail Noble, cancer 
·  Silja, niece of Julia Earl, serious injury 
·  Betty Tarone, mother of Elaine Tarone, 

blood clot, depression 
·  Cathy Suratt, sister of Donna Berry, breast 

cancer 
·  Merabu, mother of Beatrice Garubanda, 

blocked lymph system 
·  Dariel Thurston, mother of Susan Myster, 

cancer of ovaries and liver 
·  Chuck Land, cancer , depression 
·  Judy Sherman, sister of Diane Raff, stroke 
·  Hugh McTavish, cancer 
·  Linda, sister of Birdie Carter, cancer 
·  Tom, friend of Michael Compton 

Rose Hanna 
 
We are saddened by the death of 
Rose J. Hanna, age 78, on March 13, 
2005, due to cancer.  Rose and her 
family immigrated to St. Paul from 
Palestine in 1956, and were longtime 
members of St. Matthew’s.  For 
many years, Rose baked bread for 
communion each week.   
 
Please keep Rose and her family, 
Bill, Karen, Jean, Ned, Sandy, 
George and L or i , i n your 
prayers.  Memorials are preferred to 
St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church, 
2300 North Hamline, Roseville, 
55113. 

Tidings Enters the  
21st Century 

 
Tidings is now available on the St. 
Matthew’ s websi te.  Go to 
www.stmatthewsmn.org and click 
on the publications link.  If you 
would like notification that the next 
month’s issue has been posted to the 
web site or would like us to e-mail 
you a pdf version of Tidings, please 
send an e-mail to Katie Lowry at 
khlowry@juno.com.  We will not 
remove you from the mailing list for 
the paper version of Tidings unless 
you request it.   
 
Tidings will be ready for pick-up in 
the Undercroft on the last Sunday of 
every month.  Please make sure you 
take the one with your mailing label 
on it.  All remaining will be mailed 
on Monday. 



Tidings Page 3 

 

INTERIM TIMES  
 
by Father John Cowan 
 
What is right about St. Matthew� s?  
 
I am afraid that the recent struggles of the interim 
time have left some folks feeling forlorn about the old 
church. � Broke and divided,�  seems to be their pic-
ture and expecting the worst about the future. 
 
Contrary to that, both Tom and I think this place a 
gem for the right clergy person. He or she will be for-
tunate. 
 
About being divided: The divisions have occurred 
because of a passion for the church. As the divisions 
heal and as people recognize that on the other side of 
the division are people just as caring as they are but 
with a different opinion, we are left with a church 
filled with passionate people. Not bad. Indeed very 
good. 
 
You are passionate for spiritual growth, showing up 
to services, engaged in study in forums, book groups, 
meditation class, intent listeners to sermons. 
 
You are passionate for the work of the church, pas-
sionate about putting on events, cooking, giving to 
others, tutoring, educating the kids. 
 
You are passionate to support the church. Average 
pledge over $3,000. Time put in on vestry and com-
mittees. 
 
And as a result of all of this we are able to field a full 
service church.  A new comer with kids? Nursery and 
classrooms available and professionally led. A new 
comer with teen-agers? A professionally led program 
for these youngsters. You came to us sick? Our laity 
will visit you weekly if you want, and our clergy at 
least monthly. You like your liturgy with music?  We 
have one of the best programs in the diocese. 
  
We Episcopalians are a little weird by Minnesota 
standards and need to be able to present a full service 

(Continued on page 6) 

Service Auction! 
By Mary Griffin 
 
The service auction on February 26 was great!  If 
you weren’ t there, you missed some really good 
deals and a lot of fun.  Personally, I bought Bev 
Dailey’s knitting services, Phil Jenkins’  computer 
help, Joan Hershbell’s cooking, several tasty treats 
from Karen Pfeifle and a haircut from the local sa-
lon.  I was outbid on Ruth Donhowe’s cabin week-
end, Bil Gangl’s motorcycle ride, and some of 
Nancy Lowry’s lovely illustrations.  Ray sold a lot 
of pork barbecue and a frequent flyer ticket.  Our 
charming auctioneers, Tim Dunnwald and Bil 
Gangl, kept the live auction moving right along.  
 
With contributions from both St. Matthew’s parish-
ioners and St. Paul businesses, we raised over 
$4,500.  Tracy Dunnwald and the auction commit-
tee would like to thank all who offered their time 
and gifts to this event.   Pictures on page 5. 

Summer Worship Schedule 
 
Beginning June 5, and continuing through Sunday 
of Labor Day weekend, St. Matthew’s will have one 
Eucharist on Sunday mornings instead of our usual 
two services at 8 and 10:30.  The summer Eucharist 
will be at 9 a.m. and will involve the use of newer 
liturgies as sanctioned by the commission on liturgy 
and music of the national church.  After consider-
able discussion by the worship committee, the rec-
ommendation for the summer schedule was brought 
to the vestry for their approval.  Both the time and 
the use of the newer liturgies were approved at the 
vestry meeting on March 15th.  There will be con-
siderable work ahead in the coming weeks as we 
concentrate on developing prayers and eucharistic 
liturgies that speak to our common experience of 
the presence of Christ in our midst.  I would encour-
age anyone who may be interested in working with 
members of the worship committee in the final de-
sign of our summer liturgies to contact me in the 
next few weeks.  
Tom Eklo  
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Children’s Education 
Lis Christenson, Director 
 
The children will be hearing and responding to Easter 
and Resurrection stories this month. Again, the colors 
in our rooms will change from purple (for Lent) to 
white (for Easter) for the next 5 Sundays.  The Godly 
Play classrooms will be using the symbols of the but-
terfly, the egg and the light (in various forms) as re-
sponse activities. 
  
Also, we welcome the addition of Beth Mercer-
Taylor to our teaching team for the Faithweavers 
class. Please let me know if you are interested in 
teaching the Godly Play or Faithweavers classes next 
year. I would like to expand the teaching teams to 
four teachers per class for increased flexibility. We 
have a wonderful (and growing!) group of students at 
St. Matthew©s - please join us! 
   
Preschool/Kindergarten 
Teachers: Joan Hershbell, Susan Hardman, Susan 
Myster 
  
April 3     Jesus is Risen: Appearance to Mary Mag- 
     dalene 
April 10    The Road to Emmaus 
April 17    Resurrection:  Appearance by the Sea 
April 24    The Good Shepherd and the Wolf 
  
Grades 1-2-3 
Teachers:  Ray Dietman, Linda Hewett, Bruce Ner-
land 
  
April 3     Jesus is Risen: Appearance to Mary Mag-     
     dalene 
April 10    The Road to Emmaus 
April 17    Liturgy of the Light 
April 24    Appearance by the Sea 
  
Faithweavers: Grades 4-5-6 
Teachers:  MacKenzie Glander, Ellen Snoxell, Beth 
Mercer-Taylor 
  
April 3       The Last Supper 
April 10    Jesus© Death and Resurrection 
April 17    Mary Magdalene 
April 24    Road to Emmaus 

Adult Education 
 
April 3 Rev John Cowan  "Thoughts on Parish Gov-

ernance" 
  
April 10 Rob Johnson  "Images of Jesus in the Mov-

ies - How it changes with time" 
  
April 17 Karen Armstrong tape "Violence in all three 

Traditions - Judaism, Christianity and Islam" 
  
April 24  Diane Netifee  "Spiritual Direction" 
  
For more information: 
 Marian Stankovich:  stankovi@chem.umn.edu 

Education 

 
Hey!  Don’t forget! 

 
St. Matthew’s Book Sale 

 
April 9, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 
April 10 and 17 -  
after each service 

 
In the St. Matthew’s Undercroft 

 
Proceeds benefit the  

Church Library 
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Tidings   
Deadlines  

 
Sunday, April 17 
Sunday, May 22 

 

Send articles to Katie Lowry: 
khlowry@juno.com  

Right:  Auctioneer Tim Dunwald keeps the 
action moving. 

Scenes from a Successful 
Service Auction 

Left:  Marian Stankovich had the highest 
bid for Bil Gangl’s motor cycle ride. 
 
Below:  Ray Dietman and John Tillotson 
enjoy the action. 
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Church Family  
Overnight  

 
Don’ t forget the St. Matthew’s Overnight, April 15-
16th:   
� 
Join us at YMCA Camp Ihduhapi for an overnight in 
April!  The meals are provided, the setting is lovely, 
there are recreational facilities for the young and 
young at heart.  This is indoor camping at its best.  
 
Sign up sheet and information with details, directions 
and cost in the church Undercroft. 
 
The Mission Outreach Committee 

church to have people who do not know how to spell 
� Episcopalian�  wanting to join us.  St. Matthew� s is 
one of the few of the one hundred and so parishes in 
the diocese able to do that. 
 
(No need to get too down on the management of the 
diocese. It is the trend out of small town America that 
is strangling our out-state parishes. Things are better 
in the metropolitan areas. And the small towns are 
developing some very exciting ways to do ministry.) 
 
And then, we are part of a neighborhood constantly 
replenishing itself with new families. A steady trickle 
of these families keep signing up with us even during 
the interim.  I have been an Interim priest three times 
before now and have been pleased to simply stop the 
bleeding. This is the first place I have been where 
people are still joining despite the ambiguity about 
who will be the long-term leader. 
 
We have a good thing going here.  Chastened and 
perhaps educated by the past turmoil we are ready to 
continue the passage to blooming health. The only 
thing we have to be gloomy about is gloom itself. 
 
 lovejohn 

Interim Times  (Continued from page 3) “WOW THEM!”  
AN AFRICAN FASHION SHOW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHEN: Saturday, April 9 at 2 p.m. 
WHERE: St. John the Evangelist Episcopal Church, 

60 Kent St., St. Paul (1 block north of Dale and 
Summit Ave.). 

SPONSORS: St. Matthew’s and St. John the Evan-
gelist Episcopal Churches. 

TICKETS: $15. Available at the door or in St. Mat-
thew©s office. 

 
Co-sponsored by St. Matthew’s and St. John the 
Evangelist Episcopal Churches, the event is a fund-
raiser for the Blue House, a shelter for AIDS-
orphaned children in Uganda. 

St. Ma tthew’s Offic e Hours: 
 

 
Tuesday thru Friday 

9:30am - 3:00pm 

 
Phone: (651) 645-3058 

Fax: (651) 645-0531 
www.stmatthewsmn.org 

 
The Rec tor & the Offic e Manager a re not in on Mondays 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

C = Chapel 
CR = Choir Room 
K = Kitchen 
L = Library 
RO = Rector’s Office 
U = Undercroft 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

1 
9 am Education Spring 
 Cleaning 
 
 
 
 

2 

9 am Spring Education 
 Cleaning 
 
 
 
 

3   

8 am Holy Euch., Rite 1 
9:15 Education Hour 
10:30 Holy Euch, Rite 2 
4 Prospect Hill Meeting (L) 
6 pm “Taking Jesus  
 Seriously”  (L) 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
6 pm Tutoring (U) 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm Search Committee (L) 

6 

10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1 (C) 
 
 
 
6:30 Evening Prayer (C) 
7 Choir Rehearsal (CR) 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
6 pm Tutoring (U) 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
5 pm Book Sale Set-up 

9 

9 am Book Sale (U) 
9:30 Liturgical Decoration 
 Committee (L) 
 

10 Book sale after each service 
8 am Holy Euch., Rite 1 
9:15 Education Hour 
10:30 Holy Euch, Rite 2 
4 Prospect Hill Meeting (L) 
6 pm “Taking Jesus  
 Seriously”  (L) 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
6 pm Tutoring (U) 

12  
 
 
 
 
 
7:15 pm Art Committee (L) 

13  
10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1 (C) 
 
 
 
6:30 Evening Prayer (C) 
7 Choir Rehearsal (CR) 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 pm Tutoring (U) 

15 
 
 
 
 
5 pm St. Matthew’s  
 Overnight 

16 
 
 
 
 

17 Book sale after each service 
8 am Holy Euch., Rite 1 
9:15 Education Hour 
10:30 Holy Euch, Rite 2 
 
 
4 Prospect Hill Meeting (L) 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
6 pm Tutoring (U) 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm Vestry (U) 

20 
10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1 (C) 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Evening Prayer (C) 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
6 pm Tutoring (U) 

22 

 
 

 

23 
 

24  
8 am Holy Euch., Rite 1 
9:15 Education Hour 
10:30 Holy Euch, Rite 2 
 
 
4 Prospect Hill Meeting (L) 

25 
 
 
 
5 pm MN Food Assoc (L) 
 
6 pm Tutoring (U) 

26 
 

27 
10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1 (C) 
 
 
 
6:30 Evening Prayer (C) 
7 Choir Rehearsal (CR) 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
6 pm Tutoring (U) 

29 
5:30 pm Family Concert (U) 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
5 pm African Dinner (U) 

April 2005 
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In This Issue 
Apr il 1, 2 - Education Work Days  
Apr il 9 - Book Sale - page 4 
Apr il 9 - Afr ican Fashion Show -  
    page 6 
Apr il 15, 16 - Family Retreat - page 6 
 
Search Committee news - page 1 
Summer worship schedule - page 3 
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Tidings from St. Matthew’s 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
2136 Car ter  Avenue 
St. Paul, MN  55108 
 
Address service requested 
����

Dated Mater ial 

Tidings is published 12 times a year for members and friends of  
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 
“ A NEIGHBORHOOD CHURCH WITH AN INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY.”  
 
Sunday services at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m 
Education hour 9:15 a. m. 
 
 
 
Phone: (651) 645-3058 
Fax: (651) 645-0531 
www.stmatthewsmn.org 


