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From The Rector

Excerpts from the Rector’s Address Delivered the
Sunday of the Annual Parish Meeting, Jan. 22,
2006

Mark 1:14-20

In this Gospel lesson from Mark, Jesus approaches
four individuals, Simon, Andrew, James and John,
and invites them to follow him. To Simon and An-
drew he says, “follow me and | will make you fish for
people.” They are cadled to follow Jesus
“immediately.” All four leave their nets, their liveli-
hoods, their lives as they have known them, and fol-
low Jesus. They leave all that is familiar because at
some deep level they know that Jesus mission, the
mission of sharing God’s inclusive love and restoring
all people and creation to right relationship with God,
is more important than anything else. Last week our
Gospel reading also focused on Jesus cdl, in that
case to Philip and Nathanadl, to “follow me.” My
hunch isthat God istrying to get our attention.

What does it mean to follow God's vision for our
lives as manifest in the teachings and ministry of Je-
sus the Christ? What does this mean for us as indi-
viduals, and as a community? What will it take for us
to make the commitment to living a life in which we
are constantly in communion or relationship with
God, and in which that relationship influences the
way we live and the decisions we make? What will it
mean for us as the community of Christians gathered
at St. Matthew’s to take seriously Jesus words and,
“follow me?’

When | met with your Search Committee they told
me clearly that the St. Matthew’s community wants
to go deeper spiritualy. Thisis one of the main rea
sons why | felt that God was calling me to serve
here. The Search Committee also told me that St.

New and Retiring St. Matthew’s
Leadership Team

As of Sunday, January 22, our new vestry team is as
follows. Duke Addicks, Senior Warden; Megan
Gangl, Senior Warden Elect; Phil Jenkins, Junior
Warden; Nancy Alholm, Perri Graham, Bert Ranum,
Jm Myster, Bruce Nerland, Mike Christenson,
Marilyn Grantham, Linda LoOpez, and Don
Nevin. Our Youth Representative is Nancy Dietman,
our Treasurer is Ray Dietman and our diocesan dele-
gates are Mark Brown (1 year), Leo Bjorlie (2 years)
and Kathryn Grambsch (3 years).

I would like to thank the following vestry members
for their service and commitment to God’'s work at
St. Matthew’s: Jay Beyer-Kropuenske, Ray Dietman,
Mike Lépez, and Marian Stankovich. | would also
like to thank Rosa Uy who has served faithfully as
Treasurer of St. Matthew’'s these last three years,
dedicating untold hours to keeping St. Matthew’s on
track financially. | would also like to thank John Til-
lotson for his outstanding stewardship of our church
and physical plant. John and his team of skilled pa-
rishioner volunteers have worked tirelessly to fix, re-
pair, clean and beautify our church and prop-
erty. Last but not least, | would like to thank retiring
Senior Warden Mark Brown for his outstanding |ead-
ership. Mark provided strong and faithful leadership
at an important moment in the history of St. Mat-
thew’s. He aso gave generously of his time to bring
your new rector up to speed. Please join mein thank-
ing these retiring leaders and in welcoming and pray-
ing for our new vestry team.

Blair

Narnia Festival for Children! ‘l
Saturday, February 25, 10 am - 12 noon
\L See Education news (page 4) for more information m

o

Matthew’ s wants and needs to grow, and without los- =
ing intimacy and connectedness, and | agree. | am

(Continued on page 6)
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People News and Announcements

A Word of Thanksto St. Matthew’s

| would like to express my gratitude for
the encouragement and generous gifts
St. Matthew’s has given me as | begin
my ministry as deacon in your midst. |
look forward to making much use of the
gift certificate to Almy’s (the principal
source of clergy clothes and “gear”)
over the coming months. 1 am aso
grateful for the Christmas gift.

| am so glad to share in ministry with
you.

Blessings,
Dwight Zscheile, Deacon

Thank you

Many thanks to the people of St. Mat-
thew’s for your generous Christmas
giftt Thank you as well to the many
people who helped to make our Christ-
mas services so moving and beautiful —
with specia thanks to our atar guild,
ushers, adult choir, children’s choir, mu-
sicians, acolytes, readers, chalice bear-
ers, office volunteers (who folded pro-
grams) and verger, as well as Michael
Compton, Lis Christenson, Katie Lowry,
Wally Abbas (for building the manger)
and the Liturgical Decorations commit-
tee. | appreciate your hard work and
generosity so very much,

Blair

Women's Fellowship: There were 11
of us at the Women's Gathering January
13. It was a great chance to share sto-
ries, discuss books and catch up on what
was happening in each otherslives. Our
next gathering will be Friday, Feb. 3 in
the library, hosted by Elaine Tarone.
For more information contact Jan
Lageson at (651) 646-8546, or
|agesonjan@hotmail.com.

Arnie Delger s daughter, Jane, was home
from Germany to visit her dad this week. She
told me how much it meant to her to have the
prayers of our congregation while she had breast
cancer, and would like to thank everyone at St.
Matthew s. Mary Griffin

Peter Thomson is currently appearing
as Atticus Finch in “To Kill a Mocking-
bird” at the History Theatre. There are
only four public performances, Jan. 28
& 29 and Feb. 4 (2 pm) & 5 (7 pm); all
other performances are for schoolchil-
dren. For tickets, cal the History Thea-
tre at 651-292-4323.

Jan Puffer is the choreographer for
“Snapshots: Lifein the City,” which will
be at the History Theatre from March 11
to April 16. The music is by J.D. Steele
and the the book is by David Grant.

Benjamin Johnson dances with the
James Sewell Bdlet, which will share
the stage with the St. Paul Chamber Or-
chestra a Ordway Hall on Feb. 17 &
18. More information and tickets are at
www.jsballet.org.

Charlie Christopherson and
Robb Lageson preparing hamburger
at the Dorothy Day Center

Loaves & Fishes Feb. 22

Our next opportunity to serve a meal at
the Dorothy Day Center in downtown
St. Paul will be Sunday, February
22. We will need cooks a 2 pm, and
servers at 4 pm. We also need dozens of
cookies and bars, which can be brought
to the church kitchen by Sunday
noon. For more information:

Ray Dietman, 651-642-9944, or
rdietman@visi.com.
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Eighth Annual
Community Art Show

Calling all artists to enter the annual multimedia art
show opening in February. This is a juried art show
for all St. Matthew® members and also for commu-
nity artists. There is prize money for Best of Show
and First Place and prizes for second and third
place. Applications can be found in the Undercroft or
by calling the church office to be sent out to
you. Applications must be in by Feb. 20. and art
work delivered to the church on Wednesday, Feb. 22,
9-5. Opening Reception on Sunday, March 5, 6-8
p.m.

If you have questions, call Peg Houck, 651-645-4453.

Dinner Groups:
Reconsidered and Revised

"Communita” = Community
In order to continue our opportunities for fellowship,
fun and food to welcome newcomers into the fold
let®try the following:

Each month we will offer asmall get together for din-
ner or brunch or dessert to include one or two new-
comers (single, couples or families) with one or two
members of St. Matthew® to allow more personal
time together. Make it a potluck if you like or ask for
help in hosting. The important part is that we begin
soon because our newcomers are eager to get to know
us and of course, we are eager to get to know
them. Keeping these gatherings small will make it
easier.

Would you be willing to host one of these get togeth-
ers? We will give you the name of newcom-
ers. Would you like to be included to get to know the
newcomers? A sign-up form will be in the Under-
croft.

Questions? ldeas? Contact Joan Hershbell:
651-645-6173 or joanghershbell @mac.com

Tidings Deadlines

Sunday, February 19, 2006
Sunday, March 19, 2006

Send articlesto Katie Lowry:
khlowry@comcast.net

From the Senior Warden

As | begin this year as Senior Warden, I'd like to tell
you something about myself.

Jenny Bach and | joined St. Matthew’ s about ten years
ago, and were married here eight years ago this com-
ing May 1. St. Matthew’ s has been a wonderful place
for us. We've had lots of opportunities to participate,
and | served as Senior Warden in 2001, just five years
after first coming in the door. And here | am again as
Senior Warden for another term. Thanks to you all for
encouraging me to do this again.

| retired from my job as an attorney for the League of
Minnesota Cities over a year ago, yet | find myself
working for them every Monday supervising their or-
dinance codification service. I'm a volunteer educator
at the Raptor Center every Wednesday, and a volun-
teer educator/eagle caretaker at the Nationa Eagle
Center in Wabasha, Minnesota every Friday, and a
volunteer naturalist/historian for the Minnesota Valley
National Wildlife Refuge. I'm under contract to write
two books about eagles this year. | also serve on the
boards of the Ramsey County Historical Society and
the Friends of the St. Paul and Ramsey County Parks
and Trails. And I’'m the Chief Justice and official sto-
ryteller for the Mdewakanton Indian Community of
Mendota. I'm a professiona storyteller in my spare
time, telling River Tales about eagles, thunderbirds,
Indians, fur traders, explorers, ghosts and more to au-
diences of adults and older children. If you're inter-
ested in my storytelling, there's more at
www.DukeAddicksStoryteller.com.

So, how will 1 find the time to be if serviceto St. Mat-
thew’s? By putting St. Matthew’s first before all of
these other activities.

We're caled by Christ to give of our time, talents and
financial resources to God. After all, everything we
are and have comes from God; and we live and move
and have our being in God, as Paul pointed out.

The great thing about St. Matthew’s is that most of us
realize the truth of Paul’s statement as well. Everyone
| know in this congregation either comes forward to
volunteer in a variety of ways, or if asked, volunteers
willingly. This church is a family. We pray for each
other, we help each other, we worship together, we
have fun together and in times of sadness we grieve
with each other. In short, we care about each other.
That is why I’'m more than willing to be part of St.
Matthew’ s in our journey with Christ.

(Continued on page 6)
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Education

Children® Education

By Lis Christenson, Director

The month of February concentrates attention on the
parables of Jesus. The stories are presented in beauti-
ful gold boxes. They are gifts that have already been
given to us and we can often see ourselves in
them! The Godly Play classes will aso be planting
seeds and watching their gardens grow.

Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 25, for
our first children® festival. We will be celebrating
Narnia, C.S. Lewis@antasy world of unusual animals,
a white witch, a wardrobe and a lion! Join us from
10:00 -12:00 for a morning of fun, including games,
crafts, storytelling and much more! Bring your fami-
lies, friends and neighbors to St. Matthew® under-
croft. Please contact me if you are willing to help
organize and plan this event (Lis Christenson: 646-
2969)

Preschool/Kindergarten

Feb. 5 Parable of the Sower

Feb.12  Sacrament of Baptism

Feb.19  Parable of the Found Coin

Feb. 26  Parable of the Good Shepherd & the Wolf
Grades 1-2-3

Feb. 5 Parable of Parables

Feb.12  Parable of the Mustard Seed

Feb.19  Parable of the Prodigal Son

Feb. 26  Liturgy of the Light

Faithweavers Grades 4-5-6

Feb. 5 The Great Dinner Party
Feb.12 Mary and Martha
Feb.19 Lost Sheep, Coin, Son
Feb.26  Zacchaeus

Thanks to the efforts of Carol Bjorlie, we have a
wonderful resource for families to use during Lent,
called A Lenten Meditation for Families. This guide
offers daily activities, prayers and ideas, with special
attention to children. It is a creative, interactive ap-
proach to the coming season. Copies of this special
guide are available in the church office or in the
classrooms.

If you have any questions or concerns about the Chil-
dren’s Education program, you can contact Lis at
(651) 646-2969 or e-mail: lisdc@comcast.net

Adult Forum Calendar:

Adult Forum meetsin the Library each Sunday
morning from 9:15to 10:15. Everyoneiswel-
come.

Feb. 5 - Rector’s Forum
Feb. 12 - Video, Benedictine Journey and discussion

Feb 19 - Pat Owen, What it feds like to live in a
Muslim culture

Feb. 26 - Video, Benedictine Journey and discussion

The web site (www.stmatthewsmn.org) will contain
the most up to date information on the Adult Forum.

Windsor Report Discussion

Join us on Tuesday, February 7, from 7-8:30 pm in
the library for a discussion of the Windsor Report
2004 facilitated by Dwight Zscheile. The Windsor
Report is the product of the Lambeth Commission on
Communion, an international Anglican group created
by the Archbishop of Canterbury to address the ten-
sions in the Anglican Communion following the con-
secration of an openly gay bishop in New Hampshire
and the authorization of rites of same-sex blessing in
the Anglican Church of Canada.

The Report does not address human sexuality per se,

and that will not be the focus of our discussion.
Rather, we will seek to understand the rich theology
of koinonia—Greek for “communion” or
“fellowship”—offered by the Report as a framework
for understanding unity and difference in the Chris-
tian church. Can the Anglican Communion hold to-
gether in a time of global diversity? On what basis?
What theologies of church inform Anglicans today?
Why should we stay together?

The General Convention of the Episcopa Church this
summer is expected to respond formally to the Wind-
sor Report, with what will likely be significant conse-
guences for the future of the Anglican Communion.
We will seek to understand what is at stake here
(beyond the presenting issues of sexuality) in an era
of controversy, polarization and also great mission
opportunity for Anglicans across the globe. The Wind-
sor Report is available in the St. Matthew’ s library or
for free download at:

www.anglicancommunion.org/windsor2004/.
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Youth Group

| would like to take this opportunity to say thank you
to al of you who have welcomed me with open
arms. | have heard nothing but wonderful remarks
and comments from all of you. | am so excited to be
working with the youth of St. Matthew’s. They are a
wonderful group of students who have so many gifts,
talents, and ideas to offer. Now that the holidays are
over, | have begun to settle in to my new position and
get a sense of where God is leading the youth of St.
Matthew’s. To start off we are talking about the
foundational ideas of faith, hope, and love, and of
course the greatest of theseislove. The students are
receptive to these concepts, and have enjoyed helping
me come up with ideas of what to talk about in the
future. As | mentioned earlier, | am very excited to be
here and have an awesome outlook on our future. To
al of the youth, | have met, you guys rock! If | have
not met you yet, please find me and introduce your-
self; | look forward to meeting you.

Peace and Blessings,

Marissa Calcaterra, Director of Youth Minis
tries, McalcaterraD01@luthersem.edu

Y outh group:

Open to al of those in grades 7-12

We meet in the Senior high youth room from 9:15-
10:15. Here we talk about faith issues that affect our
lives. Bring your Bible if you have one. Come for the
breakfast treats, stay for the fun!

Coming Soon:

Ski trip Feb. 24-26

We are taking atrip up to Powderhorn in Mercer, WI;
this trip is open to all youth of St. Matthew’s, grades
7-12. Students will be responsible for meals and cost
of skiing/boarding and/or rental. For an idea of prices
please check the website: www.bigpowderhorn.net.
Please sign up with Marissa Calcaterra through e-
mail by February 11 to hold your spot.

Hold the dates:

Y outh night: March 17, Jr. high 6 pm-8 pm/ Sr. high
8:30-10:30 pm

Lock-In: April 28-29

St. Matthew® Prayer List

Please keep the following people in your prayers.
We hope the brief descriptions will help bring each
person closer to your hearts. To add a person to the
prayer list, please contact Michael Compton.

Bethany, student of Linda LOpez, recovering from
auto accident

Bev Dailey, head injury

Robert Harrison, brother of Marilyn Grantham,
plugged arteries

Duke Addicks

James Carpenter, cancer of the hip

Dennis Hallen, brother of Cindy Land, spinal disc
Donna Cardamone Jackson, wife of David Jack-
son, undiagnosed pain

Jim Ketcham, friend of Perri Graham, depression
Bill, friend of Mary Kelleher, eye surgery

Rheatha Hix, sister-in-law of Birdie Carter, pan-
creatic cancer

Jane Bosg, sister of Grace Evans, stroke

Dorothy Nevin, mother of Don Nevin, kidney can-
cer

Gloria, friend of Rosa Uy, cancer
Irv Carr, father of Holley Kramer, seizure

Sharon Quast, sister-in-law of Jet Paulu, multiple
myeloma

Jim, friend of Kathy Szczech, multiple myeloma
Emily, friend of Noemi L6pez, depression

Dorothy Maxson, sister of Marilyn Grantham, par-
tially paralyzed following surgery

Neal Puffer, father of Jan Puffer, emphysema
Richard Dennis, thyroid cancer

Merabu, mother of Beatrice Garubanda, blocked
lymph system

Betty Tarone, mother of Elaine Tarone, blood clot,
depression

Chuck Land, cancer of the esophagus

Judy Sherman, sister of Diane Raff, stroke

Linda, sister of Birdie Carter, cancer

Tom, friend of Michael Compton

To keep our prayer list accurate, please inform the
office of changes or corrections as soon as possible.



Page 6

February, 2006

Rector’s Addr ess (continued from page 1)
confident that both goals can be accomplished, by the
grace of God and with our willing participation.

My focus in the coming year will be working with
you to find ways, both time tested and new, to invite
al of usto go deeper in our faith lives together. At
the end of the day, knowing God more deeply and
participating in God's mission to reconcile and re-
store all creation is the most important thing. We
could focus on growth techniques aone, but what
would we have to offer? There are many places to
meet great people in the Twin Cities with whom you
can work on worthwhile causes. What do we, the
community of St. Matthew’s have to share with oth-
ers that is critical and unique? | think the gift we
have to share is the gospel, the good news of God's
vision for life and for our lives as manifest in the life
and teaching of Jesus Christ. It is a gospel that calls
us to live in radically new ways with each other and
the wider world. It isagospel that calls usto adaily
and transformative relationship with the living
God. Itisagospel that cals usto share our resources
and gifts with the church and the wider world. Itisa
gospel that calls us to work on behalf of the poor, the
downtrodden, the grieving, and those without
hope. It isagospel that calls us to chalenge the pri-
orities and assumptions of the wider culture, to pro-
claim that all people are precious in the sight of God,
to protect the environment which God has given us,
to offer the hope of reconciliation and peace in a
world ravaged by violence, warfare, and hatred. In a
world in which love is too often conditional, we
know of alove that is unconditional and which brings
out our best. We have an important, a critical gift to
share with this community and with the world.

My priority in 2006 is to work with gifted lay leaders
to provide all who choose to embark upon the spiri-
tual pilgrimage with us — al the people God brings
here as well as the many people we invite -- the spiri-
tual practices to go deeper in their relationship with
God. Already many talented facilitators have said
yes to the call to help this community grow spiritu-
aly. Thisvery month we are launching a Bible study
on the Gospel of John, a class studying the relation-
ship between our faith and the environment, a
monthly group looking at the connections between
books and ideas in the wider culture and our faith, a
newcomer/new member class, and a revived Center-
ing Prayer Group. In addition to at least two adult

educational offerings each Sunday we now have a
monthly sermon discussion, and plan to have amen’s
Bible study soon.

With the help of the Social Justice Committee, previ-
ously the Mission and Outreach Committee, we will
make more connections between our faith and the
way we live our daily lives. After idolatry, the topic
most frequently found in the Bible is the poor. How
are we called to relate to, learn from, and serve those
less fortunate than ourselves? We're already doing
some good work on this front, but | believe we're
called to do more.

We have important discernment to do together in the
days ahead. Thusfar and especially in the last couple
of years we've been like, as one parishioner described
it, a crab body with lots of little energetic legs run-
ning off and doing things in different directions. | in
no way want to squash or belittle the importance of
these many efforts. At the same time, we need to
have a focused, communal vision. With a focused
vision, and with everyone playing to their gifts, we
will be more effective in our ministry efforts and
avoid burnout. | believe that we must go deeper in
prayer and study of the scriptures so that we can truly
listen to God's call to us and outline a bold ministry
vision for the next 5-10 years. We must be more
firmly anchored in God in order to truly listen to
God. As our Psam so wisely states, “for God alone
my soul in silence waits; truly my hopeisin him.”

May God help us to grow more deeply in our rela
tionship with him and with each other, and may we
each open ourselves up to taking the risk of following
God, as God calls us to follow him in the midst of our
daily lives. Asour collect on Jan. 22 stated, “give us
grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people the Good
News of his salvation.”

Blair

Senior Warden (Continued from page 3)

This will be a fascinating year at St. Matthew’s.
Where will the Spirit lead us? What is the destiny of
St. Matthew’ s? What role will each of us have?

Thanks to God for leading us to St. Matthew’s, and
thanks to you for giving your time, your talents and
your financial resources, and for actively participat-
ing in thelife of St. Matthew’s!

Yoursin Christ, Duke
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
C = Chapel 1 2 3 4
CR = Choir Room 10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1 (C) 9:30 am Centering Prayer (L)
K = Kitchen
L = Library

RO = Rector’s Office
U = Undercroft

7 Choir Rehearsal (CR)

6 pm Tutoring Program (U)

7 pm Women's Fellowship
L

5

8 am Holy Euch., Rite 1

9 New Member Class (RO)
9:15 Education Hour

10:30 Holy Euch, Rite 2

4 pm Angel Choir

4 Prospect Hill Mesting (L)

6 pm Tutoring Program (U)

7 pm Book Discussion (L)

8

10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1 (C)

1 pm Staff Meeting (RO)

7 Choir Rehearsal (CR)

9

6 pm Tutoring Program (U)

10

6:15 pm Family Concert (U)
7 pm Family Concert (U)

11

9:30 am Liturgical
Decorations (L)

10 Blue House Board (U)

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8 am Holy Euch., Rite 1 10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1 (C)
9 New Member Class (RO)
9:15 Education Hour
10:30 Holy Euch, Rite 2
12 pm Sermon Disc. (L)
4 Prospect Hill Meeting (L) 6 pm Tutoring Program (U) 7 pm Gospel of John (L) 7 Choir Rehearsal (CR) 6 pm Tutoring Program (U)
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
8 am Holy Euch., Rite 1 10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1 (C)
9 New Member Class (RO) 10 am Narnia Festival (U)
9:15 Education Hour
10:30 Holy Euch, Rite 2 1 pm Staff Meeting (RO) 1 pm Art Hanging (U)
4 pm Angel Choir 6 pm Tutoring Program (U) 5:30 pm Youth Ski Trip
4 Prospect Hill Mesting (L) 7:15 Art Committee (L) 7 pm Vestry (U) 7 Choir Rehearsal (CR) 6 pm Tutoring Program (U) Departs St. Matthew’s
26 27 28 March 1
8 am Holy Euch., Rite 1
9:]_'5 Education Hou.r 10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1,
10:30 Holy Euch, Rite 2 With ashes
) 5:30 pm Holy Euch, Rite 2,
2 pm Loaves & Fishes 5 pm Pancake Supper (U) with ashes

4 Prospect Hill Mesting (L)

6 pm Tutoring Program (U)

7 Gospel of John (L)

7 pm Choir Reharsal (CR)
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S. Matthew’s Office
Hours:

Tuesday - Riday 9:30am - 2:00pm

Phone: (651) 645-3058
Fax: (651) 645-0531
www.stmatthewsmn.org

The Office Manager isoff on Mon-
days
The Rectorisoff on FHidays
Pastoral Care Emergency phone:
651-357-0945

Tidingsfrom S. Matthew’s

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
2136 Carter Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55108

Please notify usif you wish to be removed from the mailing
list, or prefer to receivee-Tidingsinstead of paper Tidings.
Thank you.

Tidingsis published 12 times a year for members and friends of
S. Matthew' s Episcopal Church,
“ A NEIGHBORHOOD CHURCH WITH AN INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY.”

Sunday services at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m
Education hour 9:15 a. m.

Phone: (651) 645-3058
Fax: (651) 645-0531
www.stmatthewsmn.org




