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Steeple Progress 
By John Tillotson 

On April 30th, the steeple was removed from the church 
property.  The restoration of the original body was completed 
and the steeple was delivered to Berwald Roofing to have the 
spire reclad in copper.  Berwald is the company which did a 
tremendous amount of work on the Cathedral restoration in 
St Paul a few years back, and they did the incredible copper 
replication of the old steeple cross now sitting in the Rector©s 
office. 

The final plan for the steeple is to have the louvers recreated 
in aluminum and to have the base redone in a cedar shake-
like product which is actually concrete.  If all goes well, this 
summer the steeple will be returned to its rightful place on 
top of the church.  The new steeple will be a beautiful sight 
to see and will be maintenance-free for many years to come.  

I want to extend my sincerest appreciation to the following 
people who have given many hours of their time to this proc-
ess. Without their dreams and talents none of this would have 
been possible. They are Tim Dunnwald, Bil Gangl, Robb 
Lageson, and Denis Dailey.  I would ask you all to recognize 
and thank them as you see them. 

In the days ahead you will all receive an appeal to raise funds 
to complete this project. The budget for this effort is cur-
rently being finalized.  This is an investment which will be 
well worth your support.  We need to see our steeple re-
turned to its rightful place. Steeples throughout history have 
been a symbol for people to gather to acknowledge, deepen, 
and rally their faith to go forward to work and serve the Lord 
in the communities they live; our steeple is no different.  

Yours in Christ, 
John Tillotson 
Junior Warden 

The Steeple Crosses: old (above) 
 and new (below). 
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St. Matthew's Prayer 
List 

Please keep the following people in your 
prayers.  We hope the brief descriptions 
will help bring each person closer to 
your hearts.  To add a person to the 
prayer list, please contact Michael 
Compton.  
·  David Noble, recovering from sur-

gery 
·  Sharon Quast, sister-in-law of Jet 

Paulu, multiple myeloma 
·  Jim, friend of Kathy Szczech, multi-

ple myeloma 
·  Marilee Benkoski, friend of Michael 

Compton, cancer 
·  Emily, friend of Noemí López, de-

pression 
·  John Kilimani, stroke, broken arm 
·  Dorothy Maxson, sister of Marilyn 

Grantham, recovering from surgery 
·  John Smith, friend of John & Marilyn 

Grantham, recovering from fall 
·  Donna Berry, back injury 
·  Neal Puffer, father of Jan Puffer 
·  Richard Dennis, thyroid cancer 
·  Silja, niece of Julia Earl, serious in-

jury 
·  Betty Tarone, mother of Elaine Tar-

one, blood clot, depression 
·  Merabu, mother of Beatrice Ga-

rubanda, blocked lymph system 
·  Dariel Thurston, mother of Susan 

Myster, cancer of ovaries and liver 
·  Chuck Land, cancer , depression 
·  Judy Sherman, sister of Diane Raff, 

stroke 
·  Hugh McTavish, cancer 
·  Linda, sister of Birdie Carter, cancer 
·  Tom, friend of Michael Compton 

A Grateful “Thank You” 
to All Our Teachers 

 
An enduring strength of the Children’s 
Learning program is the teachers who 
provide the structure and nurture for our 
youngest learners.  They include: 
 
Godly Play: Preschool and Kindergarten 
 
Susan Hardman 
Joan Hershbell 
Susan Myster 
 
Godly Play:  Grades 1, 2 and 3 
 
Ray Dietman 
Linda Hewitt 
Bruce Nerland 
 
Faithweavers:  Grades 4, 5 and 6 
 
Mackenzie Glander 
Beth Mercer-Taylor 
Ellen Snoxell 
This class was also fortunate to have 
Carol Bjorlie teach a unit on poetry and 
prayer. 
 
Please take a moment this summer to 
thank these teachers for their commit-
ment to young children.  Their time and 
talent is most appreciated! 
 
I am continuing to search for new teach-
ers next fall.  Please let me know if you 
are willing to teach in these classes.  
Any youth from the congregation who 
would like to serve as assistants in the 
Godly Play rooms are also needed.  Are 
you an artist or musician?  Art and mu-
sic assistance is also most welcome! 
 
Lis Christenson 
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INTERIM TIMES  
by Father Tom Eklo 

By the time you receive this newsletter, we will be 
beginning our summer season here at St. Matthew’s.  
Summer is a great time to get some rest and relaxa-
tion, to get outdoors and enjoy the warmth and colors 
of the season.  I always forget how much I miss the 
color green during our winter months until its beauty 
once again surrounds me.  The subtle smells of rain, 
flowers, the wet earth, and mown grass once again fill 
our senses.  It is my hope and desire that each of you 
gets a chance for recreation during this wonderful 
season of the year. 

When you are in the cities, it is my hope that you will 
be with us at St. Matthew’s on Sunday morning.  As 
most of you know, we are going to a single service 
for the summer.  The two customary services at 
8:00am and 10:30am will be combined in a single 
Eucharistic service at 9:00am.  It will be a change for 
all involved.  Not only is it a change in time, but there 
will also be a change in the liturgies that we typically 
use during the year.  The worship committee has de-
cided to use two liturgies from “Enriching Our Wor-
ship,”  liturgical supplemental texts approved for use 
in the Episcopal Church.  Each of the Eucharistic lit-
urgies will run for seven weeks.  In that way we can 
become familiar with them and begin to sense the 
richness of imagery and theological/spiritual perspec-
tives they give to our understanding of what it means 
to be a participant in the celebration of Christ’s life, 
death, and resurrection.  I look forward to our wor-
ship time together this summer. 

Beginning on June 19th, we will be running a ten-
week study of the Psalms.  Sessions will include the 
various genre of psalms that exist within the Psalter, 
how Psalms can be used for our own personal devo-
tional life and maybe we will even write our own 
psalm to describe our own relationship with God and 
how that relationship affects our experience with the 
divine and the world we live in. 

We have some new and intriguing stuff going on and 
a great season in which to do it.  Join us as often as 
you can. 

 

Have a wonderful and blessed summer! 
 
Tom 

Senior Warden’s Report 
We are continuing to manage well in transition at St. 
Matthew’s under the capable guidance of our interim 
priests-in-charge, John Cowan and Tom Eklo. We 
were sorry to say goodbye to John on Sunday, May 
15, but wished him Godspeed as he heads into retire-
ment yet again. Johnny, we’ re gonna miss ya. Tom  
will become full time on June 1. We hope that he will 
remain in this position until a new rector starts in late 
summer, but Tom will be looking for his next assign-
ment which could come before we are ready to say 
goodbye. 

This is an exciting time. The end of this long interim 
period is coming to a close. The search committee 
has been working very hard to discern God’s will for 
our parish. They have put in 250-300 hours of work 
so far to place ads, assemble questionnaires, write 
letters, sift through resumes, interview candidates and 
check their references. They are in the final stages of 
the search process. We must continue to pray for 
God’s guidance in this process, so that the committee 
will select a priest who will lead us well, challenge us 
and make us better disciples of Christ. It is also time 
to request some financial assistance from the parish 
to finish the job. We will need donations of frequent 
flyer miles to bring candidates to St. Paul for inter-

(Continued on page 4) 

Search Committee Report 
  
The search committee has interviewed candidates and 
their references by phone.  By the time you read this 
we will have sent our recommendations for four or 
five candidates to the Bishop.  All prospective candi-
dates must go through the Oxford process, which is a 
careful background check.  This can take several 
weeks.  When we get the OK we will set up appoint-
ments for in-person interviews for June.  At that time 
we will invite the vestry members to meet the pro-
spective candidates informally.  The search commit-
tee will interview and entertain the prospects.  We 
hope to present our candidate to the vestry in July. 
  
Joan Hershbell,   
Chair, Search Committee  
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views and for a housing search and we will need do-
nations to pay for additional interview and moving 
expenses. While a firm budget has not yet been deter-
mined, $10,000 is a rough estimate of the cost for 
these items.  A fundraising letter will be sent in the 
next week or so, and I hope you will prayerfully con-
sider contributing to this important fund. 

We also expect to complete another exciting project 
this summer. The steeple came down last fall. We 
were advised that if it did not come down soon, it 
could blow down in the next big storm. Over the win-
ter the steeple served as an unusual reminder that we 
were a church in transition between what was and 
what is to be. This spring several parishioners have 
been instrumental in repairing the old steeple. (See 
John Tillotson’s article on page one of this issue of 
Tidings for more details on the progress of the steeple 
repair.)  Please thank John for his hard work in get-
ting this steeple project under way and seeing that 
progress continues. John has been a hard working 
junior warden and has initiated and completed several 
big projects this year. The church property is in the 
best shape it has been in for several years. As John 
mentions in his article, the steeple project will also 
need to be funded with donations to complete the res-
toration work. For many, the steeple is a symbol of 
hope and faith, essential to the community of St. Mat-
thew’s. Members of our community have already 
contributed a great deal of time and effort to this pro-
ject. Let us now come together as a community to 
provide the financial support needed to complete this 
project. The fundraising letter you will receive soon 
will request support for this project, too. 

I feel a new energy in our parish as momentum grows 
toward the calling of a new priest. During our interim 
times we have been sad to lose some friends in our 
parish, but we are pleased that so many new members 
have come to join us on our spiritual journey.  I pray 
that our community will continue to thrive under new 
leadership and under a new steeple. Let us continue 
to lift each other up in our common call to serve God 
in this church and in the world. 
 
In His service, 
Mark Brown 
Senior Warden 

Senior  Warden’s Repor t (Continued from page 3) Library Corner 
By Megan Gangl 

Families with children:  We now have a set of shelves 
made by Mahtomedi Technology Education students 
that is filled with children©s books and videos.  It is 
located in the northeast corner of the library. 

To celebrate Father’s Day, the feature this month is 
books by and about men.  The supply of books in this 
category is almost limitless.  Here is a sample: 

Tuesdays with Morrie, by Mitch Albom 
Joseph, by Traylor 
My Favorite Prayers, by Norman Vincent Peale 
Joshua, by Girzone 
Collected Poems, by Robert Frost 
The Little Prince, by Saint Exupery 

They are on the library table inside the door.  Please 
check one out the next time you are at the church. 

In addition, many new books have been added to the 
library with money received from the Book Sale, or 
were donated by members of St. Matthew’s.  Here is 
a sampling: 

Children’s 

Beginners Bible 
A Cup of Christmas Tea, Hegg 
The Devil and Other Stories, Tolstoy 
The Little Book of Native American Wisdom 
The Story of the Three Wise Kings, dePaola 

Fiction       

The Five People You Meet in Heaven, Albom 
Sing Sing Sing, Bjorlie 
Frost: Collected Poems, Prose, & Plays, Frost 
Journey, Norris 
A New Song, Karon 
The Next Place, Hanson 
Sarah: Women of Genesis    
Shepherd’s Abiding, Karon 
The Sparrow, Russell 

Non-fiction 

A Walk in Jerusalem 
Being Home-A Book of Meditations 
Beyond Guilt: Christian Response to Suffering 
Care of the Soul 
Christmas Stories for the Heart 
Creative Spirituality: The Way of the Artist 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

C = Chapel 
CR = Choir Room 
K = Kitchen 
L = Library 
RO = Rector’s Office 
U = Undercroft 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 

10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1 (C) 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 

 

5  � � � �� � �� �	 � �
 �� � �� � � �� � �� �	 � �
 �� � �� � � �� � �� �	 � �
 �� � �� � � �� � �� �	 � �
 �� � � 
9 am Holy Eucharist 
 
 
 
4 Prospect Hill Meeting (L)
 and Dinner (U) 

6 

 
 
 
 
 

 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

8 

10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1 (C) 
 

9 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 

11 

9:30 Liturgical Decoration 
 Committee (L) 

12  
9 am Holy Eucharist 

13 
 

14� 
 
 
 
 
 
7:15 pm Art Committee (L) 

15  
10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1 (C) 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
 

19  
9 am Holy Eucharist 

20 
 
 

 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm Vestry (U) 

22 
10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1 (C) 
 
 
 

23 
 

24  
 
 

 

25  
 

26  
9 am Holy Eucharist 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 

29 
10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1 (C) 
 
 

30 
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In This Issue 
June 5 - Summer worship schedule be-

gins.  There will be ONE service 
only on Sundays, at 9 a.m., 
through Labor Day. 

 
There will be only one issue of Tidings 

for June and July.  Please watch 
Sunday bulletins and email for the 
deadline. 
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Tidings from St. Matthew’s 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
2136 Car ter  Avenue 
St. Paul, MN  55108 
 
Address service requested 
����

Dated Mater ial 

Tidings is published 12 times a year for members and friends of  
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 
“ A NEIGHBORHOOD CHURCH WITH AN INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY.”  
 
Sunday services at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m 
Education hour 9:15 a. m. 
 
 
 
Phone: (651) 645-3058 
Fax: (651) 645-0531 
www.stmatthewsmn.org 

St. Ma tthew’s Offic e 
Hours: 

 

 
Tuesday - Friday 
9:30am - 3:00pm 

 
Phone: (651) 645-3058 

Fax: (651) 645-0531 
www.stma tthewsmn.org  

 
The Rec tor & the Office Manager 

a re not in on Mondays 


