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From the Rector 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at St. Matthew’s: 
 
I am thrilled and honored to be called as your new rector!  Recently, I have begun getting up to speed with the 
history of St. Matthew’s through conversation, e-mails, vestry minutes and the last two years’  worth of Tid-
ings.  I also had the pleasure of reading your fine parish history by Harold Alexander.  
 
Before I went to divinity school, I spent six years training to be an historian.  My focus was American religious 
history, specifically the colonial and antebellum periods.  I devoted untold hours to poring over church records 
and analyzing congregations’  theological visions and decisions.  This training always causes me to think his-
torically.  While the primary question on my mind these days is “what will God ask of and do through us in the 
coming days and years?”  the other question on the forefront of my mind is, “what is our role in the faith history 
of St. Matthew’s?”   “How will future generations look back on us and the decisions we will make?”   “How will 
our decisions and actions impact the faith lives of our children and their children?”   
 
My first priority in the coming weeks is to get to know each of you personally.  On Sunday, September 11, 
there will be a couple of sheets on a table in the undercroft listing possible times for lunch and coffee breaks in 
the next two months.  Please bring your calendar, and if you are interested and willing, sign up for one of these 
times.  The most fulfilling and rewarding part of my calling is the people whom I have the privilege of serving 
alongside in God’s work.  I am eager to get to know you and to learn more about your spiritual pilgrimage. 
 
There is much to do in the days ahead, but I want to move forward prayerfully and thoughtfully to make sure 
that everything we do honors God and furthers God’s mission of reconciliation in our community and in the 
world.  I believe that those of us who desire to follow Christ, despite our shortcomings and doubts, are called to 
embody reconciliation in a world full of ethnic, religious and personal hatreds, hunger, disease, poverty, and 
bitter partisan divisions.  We have our work cut out for us!  By the grace of God may we gather weekly to “ lift 
up our hearts”  and strengthen ourselves through prayer and thoughtful Bible study for God’s ministry in the 
days ahead. 
 
Faithfully, Blair Pogue 

From the editors: 
Let’s try, as a congregation, to wear our nametags in church for the first few months Blair is with us.  Thanks! 

 
Installation Service for Blair Pogue  

Thursday, October 13, 7 pm 
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A Thank You from  
Tom Eklo 

 
My heartfelt thanks to each and every 
one of you for the lovely reception and 
brunch following the Eucharist on my 
last Sunday with you, August 14.  I es-
pecially wish to thank the Brother Law-
rence Guild for their efforts in preparing 
the brunch, a gift of love and grace they 
bring to the congregation so often.  And 
what a great surprise to be presented 
with the gift of a laptop computer and 
the extraordinary gift of cash.  Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated.  Both 
will be put to good use in the months 
and years ahead.  But as I have said be-
fore, the greatest gift you have given me 
over the last several months is the gift of 
yourselves.  Your love will forever be 
etched in my heart.  Many blessings in 
the years ahead as you continue to dis-
cern, follow and live out the call of God 
to be the body of Christ.  
 

Tom 
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Thank you very much to all of you 
who pitched in on August 28.  We 
served over 300 people at the Doro-
thy Day Center.  Once again the spirit 
of loaves and fishes came through, 
and the volunteers miraculously ap-
peared.  It would not work without all 
your support.  Our next Loaves & 
Fishes date is November 27, the Sun-
day after Thanksgiving.  We hope to 
see you there. 
 
Ray Dietman 

Project Home 
By Holley Kramer  
 
Thank you to the many volunteers who 
helped with Project Home this year.  We 
had some new volunteers from a Men-
nonite church help this year and Corpus 
Christi was back in full force. St. Mat-
thew’s finished with the last 8 days of 
the month, ending with the 30th when 
Project Home moved to a new loca-
tion.  Elaine Tarone will be helping me 
with Project Home next year, especially 
with finding an adequate number of vol-
unteers.   
 

We had a busy and full month. My fa-
vorite part was watching the smaller 
children squealing as they piled down 
the slide in College Park on top of each 
other. It©s stressful on families to be 
homeless.  However, when you hear that 
they are moving on and getting housing, 
or are closer to that goal, it is rewarding 
to feel we played a role. 

Wanted! 
Digital pictures of life at St. Mat-
thew’s  We need to freshen up the 
website and replace all the pictures with 
new ones.  We need pictures of people, 
people in activities,  and the building.  
Please send them to; 

Ron Matross at r-matr@umn.edu. 

 

All Wanted! Or Giving Away! ads are 
free of charge.  There is a $1.00 fee for 
all For Sale! ads and if you are happy 
with the final sale of your item, please 
consider a small donation for the con-
tinuing publication of Tidings. 



Tidings Page 3 

 

St. Matthew's Prayer List 
Please keep the following people in your prayers.  We 
hope the brief descriptions will help bring each person 
closer to your hearts.  To add a person to the prayer list, 
please contact Michael Compton.  
·  Gloria, friend of Rosa Uy, cancer 
·  Andrew Plocher, accident, ankle surgery 
·  Bill Hathaway, tumors in chest 
·  Sarah Hotchkiss Pieters, daughter of Dick Hotchkiss 
·  David Brown, brother of Mark Brown, prostate can-

cer 
·  Alex Alexander, recovering from surgery 
·  Yorani, friend of Mary Kelleher 
·  Irv Carr, father of Holley Kramer, seizure 
·  Dorise Davies, mother of Holley Kramer’s fiancé, 

ovarian cancer 
·  Sharon Quast, sister-in-law of Jet Paulu, multiple 

myeloma 
·  Jim, friend of Kathy Szczech, multiple myeloma 
·  Marilee Benkoski, friend of Michael Compton, can-

cer 
·  Emily, friend of Noemí López, depression 
·  Dorothy Maxson, sister of Marilyn Grantham, recov-

ering from surgery 
·  Donna Berry, back injury 
·  Neal Puffer, father of Jan Puffer 
·  Richard Dennis, thyroid cancer 
·  Silja, niece of Julia Earl, serious injury 
·  Betty Tarone, mother of Elaine Tarone, blood clot, 

depression 
·  Chuck Land, cancer, depression 
·  Judy Sherman, sister of Diane Raff, stroke 
·  Hugh McTavish, cancer 
·  Linda, sister of Birdie Carter, cancer 
·  Tom, friend of Michael Compton 

Library Corner 
By Megan Gangl 
 
New books in the library this month include: 
The Book of Common Prayer 
The Hymnal 1982 
The Meaning of Jesus  Borg 
Our Lady of the Forest  Guterson 
Saints Galore     Veal 
Forever Ours                           Amatuzio 
Godless       Hautman 
  
Godless won the National Book Award in 2004.  The 
author, Pete Hautman, "has written a compelling 
novel about the power of religion over those who be-
lieve, and over those who don©t".   The book jacket 
description begins, "Fed up with his parents© boring 
old religion, agnostic-going-on-atheist Jason Bock 
invents a new god - the town©s water tower." 
  
Please check your shelves at home for overdue 
books.  Return them to the library table and they will 
be reshelved.  We are looking for: 
 
2 Veggie Tales videos and 1 Veggie Tale case 
Taking Jesus Seriously, Cowan 
Finding Faith at the Movies, Mraz 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (book), Lewis 
My Side of the Mountain, George 
Secret Life of Bees, Kidd 
The Cloister Walk, Norris 
The Dance of the Dissident Daughter, Kidd 
Experiencing God (video)  

Calling all Acolytes 
Thank you to Sandy McTavish for all her help and 
organization with the acolytes these last number of 
years.  It was greatly appreciated! 
 
Any and all people ages 8 and up who are interested 
in acolyting, please contact Katie Lowry, 651-483-
1472. 

African Dinner Fundraiser 
 

An Afr ican Dinner  will be served at St. Matthew’s 
Saturday, September 17, 2005, at 6 p.m.. Tickets are 
$15. Proceeds will support The Blue House, a home 
for orphans in Kazo Parish, Uganda. 

Please Join Us at the 
2nd Annual St. Matthew’s Hayride! 
Sunday, September 18 at 3:30 pm 
Call Perri Graham 651-639-0555 
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Tidings Deadlines  
 
 

Sunday, September 18 
Sunday, October 28 

 
Send articles to Katie Lowry: 

khlowry@juno.com 

Children's Education Begins 
Sept. 18 
� 
Welcome to St. Matthew©s Children’s Learning!  Our 
Godly Play and Faithweavers classes will start the 
year on Sunday, September 18, from 9:15-10:15 
am.  We are looking forward to seeing new and re-
turning students in our classrooms!  
  
Our teaching teams for the year have expanded and 
include both new and familiar faces.  Please take a 
moment to thank these individuals for their commit-
ment to nurturing our youngest churchgoers.  They 
are busy in these first few weeks with training, orien-
tation and learning new stories.  They include: 
  
Preschool/Kindergarten 
Joan Abbas 
Joan Hershbell 
Susan Hardman 
Susan Myster 
  
Grades 1-2-3 
Linda Hewett 
Terese Lewis 
Tina Maynor 
Ann Nerland 
  
Grades 4-5-6 
Ray Dietman 
Heather Forrester 
Mackenzie Glander 
  
Please let me know if I can answer any questions or 
concerns about the coming Sunday School year.  I 
can be reached at (651) 646-2969 or e-mail: 
lisdc@comcast.net 
  
Lis Christenson  

Adult Forum Calendar: 
 
Understanding the Episcopal Church in the 
United States 
 
September 18 - Our new rector, Blair Pogue, intro-

duces herself and speaks on what it means to her 
to be Episcopalian 

 
September 25 - From the series, What Episcopalians 

Believe, An introduction to some basic under-
standing of the Episcopal faith: The Holy Scrip-
tures by Dr. Verna Dozier. 

 
October 2 - Pat Owen speaks on her two years in Af-

rica with the Peace Corps and how this experi-
ence represents what it means to her to be Episco-
palian. 

 
October 9  - Using the labyrinth in worship and medi-

tation, in conjunction with Children’s Education 
and the High School program. 

 
October 16 - The second video in the series What 

Episcopalians Believe: Our Worship and Sacra-
ments by the Rev. Canon Herbert O’Driscoll. 

 
October 23 - The third video in the series What Epis-

copalians Believe: What Makes a Family Chris-
tian by the Rev. Dr. John H. Westerhoff.   

 
October 30   - Bob and Susan Hardman speak on 

Elder Co-housing.  
 
The web site (www.stmatthewsmn.org) will contain 

the most up to date information on the Adult Fo-
rum. 

Education 

St. Matthew’s Day:  The annual observance of our 
Patronal Feast will be on September 25 this year.  
A celebration luncheon will be served by the 
Brother Lawrence Guild following the 10:30 
eucharist. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

C = Chapel 
CR = Choir Room 
K = Kitchen 
L = Library 
RO = Rector’s Office 
U = Undercroft 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 

 
2 

 
 
 

3 

9 am Play Group (U) 
 
 

4   

9 am Holy Eucharist 
 
 
 
4 Friends Meeting (L) 
5 Friends Dinner (U) 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6  
 
 
 
 
 
 

7  
10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1 (C) 
 
 
 
 
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  

10 am Hope Meeting 
 
 

11  
8 am Holy Euch., Rite 1 
 
10:30 Holy Euch, Rite 2 
 
 
4 pm Friends Meeting (L) 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13� 
 
 
 
 

14  
10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1 (C) 
 
 
 
 

15  
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 �
 

17 �
 
 
 
 
4 pm African Dinner - Fund-
raiser for The Blue House 

18  
8 am Holy Euch., Rite 1 
9:15 Education Hour 
10:30 Holy Euch, Rite 2 
 
3:30 Hayride 
4 pm Friends Meeting (L) 

19 
 
 
 
 
 

 

20 

 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1 (C) 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 

23 

 

 

24 
 

25  
8 am Holy Euch., Rite 1 
9:15 Education Hour 
10:30 Holy Euch, Rite 2 
 
 
4 Friends Meeting (L) 

26 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 

28 
10 am Holy Euch, Rite 1 (C) 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 

30 
 
 
 
 

31 

September 2005 
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In This Issue 
September 10 - “ Favor ites I I ”  opens 
September 11 - Rev. Blair  Pogue  
 begins as Rector - page 1 
September 17 - Afr ican Dinner  
September 18 - Sunday Education  
 begins - page 4 
 St. Matthew’s Hayr ide - page 3 
September 25 - St. Matthew’s Day 

luncheon 
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Tidings from St. Matthew’s 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
2136 Car ter  Avenue 
St. Paul, MN  55108 
 
Address service requested 
����

Dated Mater ial 

Tidings is published 12 times a year for members and friends of  
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 
“ A NEIGHBORHOOD CHURCH WITH AN INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY.”  
 
Sunday services at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m 
Education hour 9:15 a. m. 
 
 
 
Phone: (651) 645-3058 
Fax: (651) 645-0531 
www.stmatthewsmn.org 

St. Ma tthew’s Offic e 
Hours: 

 

 
Tuesday - Friday 
9:30am - 3:00pm 

 
Phone: (651) 645-3058 

Fax: (651) 645-0531 
www.stma tthewsmn.org  

 
The Rec tor & the Office Manager 

a re not in on Mondays 


