Microsoft BizTalk Server Roadmap

In December 2000, software developers and architects worldwide were introduced to BizTalk Server 2000. This initial release offered organizations simple graphical tools to integrate, manage, and automate dynamic business processes, integrate internal applications and leverage XML to exchange business documents with trading partners.  With the March 2004 launch of BizTalk Server 2004, the 3rd release of Microsoft’s business process integration server, customers gained the benefits of integration with Microsoft Visual Studio® .NET 2003 and the Microsoft Office System.  BizTalk Server 2004 also enhanced the existing business process orchestration functionality, introduced new capabilities for business activity monitoring (BAM), human-based workflow, and a highly scalable rules engine.  Today, applications built with BizTalk Server 2004 run on the Microsoft® .NET Framework, making it easier for customers to automate and manage complex business processes by integrating applications, trading partners and employees using BizTalk Server's orchestration engine. 
As the business process needs of organizations continue to evolve, Microsoft remains committed to ensuring the success of its customers by providing comprehensive management and operations tools, improved business user empowerment capabilities, enhanced developer productivity, deeper integration with Windows Server System, and key advancements in performance, deployment, and migration. To help organizations plan for the future, Microsoft is providing a roadmap for the future of its business process integration servers:

· BizTalk Server 2006 (formerly referred to as "BizTalk Server codename Pathfinder").. The fourth release of BizTalk Server will build on the success of BizTalk Server 2004 and offer enhancements for comprehensive management and operations as well as innovations to further empower business users.  In addition, this product will provide deeper integration with the Windows Server System including support for: Windows 64-bit, SQL Server 2005 (formerly referred to as "SQL Server codename Yukon"), Visual Studio 2005 (formerly referred to as “Visual Studio codename Whidbey”), and Virtual Server 2005.
· Beyond BizTalk Server 2006 This version of BizTalk Server will take full advantage of a number of innovations available with the “Longhorn” Server wave and deliver next generation support for enterprise & trading partner integration, business process management and process-based service oriented development. 
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Figure 1: BizTalk Server Roadmap
BizTalk Server has the largest customer base of any business process and integration server on the market. Microsoft remains committed to deliver further innovations to developers, IT Professionals and business users through multiple future releases of BizTalk Server. 
BizTalk Server 2006
BizTalk Server 2006 will build on the core architecture of BizTalk Server 2004 and make strides in all dimensions of application-to-application, business-to-business, and business process automation.  First, BizTalk Server 2006 will set a new bar for the productivity of the IT administrator by providing a new experience for management and operations of an enterprise deployment of BizTalk Server.  These new capabilities include a new management console with enhanced support for management, monitoring, and deployment of BizTalk Servers and the applications they run.  Second, BizTalk Server 2006 will further empower the business user by extending capabilities introduced in BizTalk Server 2004, such as Business Activity Services (BAS) and Business Activity Monitoring (BAM), to include richer integration with Windows SharePoint Services, real-time support for business activity subscriptions and notifications.  Finally, BizTalk Server 2006 will provide deeper support of the Windows Server System by including an x86 Windows 64-bit version, and supporting the latest versions of SQL Server 2005, Visual Studio 2005, and Virtual Server 2005.  Existing BizTalk Server 2004 customers can seamlessly upgrade to BizTalk Server 2006. Getting started today with BizTalk Server 2004 is the best way to prepare yourself for BizTalk Server 2006.
Beyond BizTalk Server 2006
The “Longhorn” wave of Windows includes numerous innovations such as the delivery of the “Indigo” infrastructure for building secure, reliable and transacted services.  Future versions of BizTalk Server will benefit significantly from the complete web services stack that “Indigo” provides.  BizTalk Server will deliver many innovations including a business process development environment that will become more accessible for all developer skill-sets.  Investments include an innovative process model with C# or VB code, the combination of human, application, and trading partner workflow into a single programming paradigm, the ability to design end-to-end integrated business solutions visually, and of course full debugging capabilities inside Visual Studio .NET.  This roadmap will be updated with additional information on future releases of BizTalk Server in the next year.
Summary

BizTalk Server 2004 provides significant value today helping customers build business processes inside Visual Studio .NET and providing tools for monitoring and deployment of these solutions.  Moving forward, Microsoft will continue this trend of integrating business processes with BizTalk Server 2006 and additional releases in the future.
Over the course of this product roadmap, Microsoft plans a steady stream of innovation in both business process services and integration tools, offering the organizations of today and tomorrow premier tools with which to meet their evolving business needs. Microsoft will continue its commitment to delivering productive tools, scaleable architecture, and strong management capabilities that help customers take maximum advantage of the underlying platform and achieve success while building a wide range of integrated business process solutions.
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