


The May Garden Tour

New Zealand Tour

On Sunday, May 3, at 1PM, join the members of the Seat-
tle Rhododendron Society for a tour of the Rhody Ridge
Arboretum. This unique botanical park is located on 11
acres in Bothell, WA and is open by appointment only.

Instead of an evening meeting, we will meet at the garden fora
tour of the park. The park is managed by the Snohomish Parks
and Recreation but isconsidered a private/life estate facility.

To get there, take 164TH St sw exit off I-5; drive east, turn
right onto North Road; turn left onto Gravenstein Rd (174TH
St sE); then immediately turn right onto Clover Road. The
parkis on the left. The actual address is 17427 Clover Road.
Bothell, wa 98011. The telephone there is 425.743.3945.
at

For more information, e-mail

seattlerhodo@comcast.net

us

Azalea Celebration Event

The Azalea Celebration at the Lake Wilderness Arbo-
retum is a chance to view the Smith-Mossman Western
Azalea garden at a time that it will be in bloom. Light re-
freshments will be served. People from the Lake Wil-
derness Arboretum will be present to show you around.
Bob Dunning, who has been deeply involved in the cre-
ation of this garden, will also be present and will enjoy
telling you what he knows about the garden and the
collection. There is a good chance that Dr. Frank Moss-
man will be there, along with some of the current crop
of western Azalea explorers from the Portland area.

This eventwillbe held on Wednesday, May 28TH 4:30—7PM. Rho-
dodendronpeopleareespeciallyencouraged torsvpand attend.

Please rsvr to Bob Dunning at: bob@dunning.us or
to Marie Lindblom at: manila579597@yahoo.com

Join Diane Weissman on an escorted tour of “Gar-
den Heaven” visiting some of the best private gar-
dens of the South Island of New Zealand. Travel dates
are October 24TH through November 10TH, 2008.

The trip web page, www.eatrav.com/new_zealand, now
provides more details on this trip and will be updated as
more gardens are confirmed. There are 29 places remaining.

Diane Weissman is a member of De Anza Chapter ARs
and a Private Client Travel Planner with Emily’s Ad-
ventures LLC and Travel Planners International offer-
ing customized planning for discerning travellers. Di-
ane can be reached by either of the following meth-
ods: Ph: 650.964.1003 or e-mail: diane@arsoffice.org.
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Watts with the Species?

Lynn Watts

Rhododendron moupinense

One of the earliest to bloom of species rhododendrons,
Rhododendron moupinense is also one of the finest of the
so-called dwarfs. This beautiful, early blooming rhodo-
dendron is one of the most prized of the early flowering
species. In its better forms (white with a clear pink flush
or clear pink with deeper pink markings in the throat )
R. moupinense, in my opinion, is the finest of the early species.

Considered sufficiently hardy in the Pacific Northwest
the early flowers of this rhododendron are, however, fre-
quently damaged by frosts which more often than not oc-
cur after the plant has opened its delicate pink flowers.
We have learned over years of experience to keep a few
plants in pots and to move these pots into a protected
doorway when the buds commence to swell in January.
This simple precaution assures us of the pleasure of un-
blemished blossoms. Thus protected, it is not unusual for
R. moupinense to continue to bloom for three to four weeks.

Most records indicate that this rhododendron was first
described by Adrien Franchet in 1886 but was not in-
troduced until 1909 by Ernest H. Wilson. It is native
to Szechuan and eastern Tibet where it often occurs as
an epiphyte on the oaks and other deciduous trees in
the region. It also occurs terrestrially on rocky slopes
and cliffs at elevations of 6,500 to almost 11,000 feet.

Once you have seen a true R. moupinense it is highly un-
likely you will confuse this species with any other rho-
dodendron. Unfortunately, even in some reputable nurs-
eries, I have seen Rhododendron cilipenense mislabeled as
R. moupinense. The true species has thick, rigid ovate to
oval shaped leaves which retain only a vestige of hair on
the outer margin. These leaves of the true species are rarely
longer than 1% inches and have a slightly recurved profile.
The hybrid which is sometimes mistaken for the true spe-
cies, on the other hand, has larger, broader leaves ( up to
22 inches in length ) and a much more ciliate leaf margin.
In bloom the true R. moupinense has only one or two flow-
ers to the rachis; these have a widely funnel-shaped corol-
la with a long tube and widely spreading lobes giving the
flower a much flatter face than the flowers of R. cilipenense.

Although this species comes from a relatively low altitude in
Chinaitis considered perfectly hardy in the Pacific Northwest.

This charming early-blooming dwarf species rhodo-
dendron should be in every collector’s garden and
should be grown in full sun to maintain a compact
plant and to provide the optimum flower display.

This is one of a series of articles written by Lynn Watts dur-
ing the mid-gos and was originally published in our Jan-
uary 1995 newsletter. The scan is from Davidian’s Rho-
dodendron Species, and is reprinted with permission.
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May 3, 2008, 1:00PM
Garden tour in lieu of monthly meeting

(see story inside)

May 9—11, 2008
SRS show and sale at the RSF (see
President’'s message)

Meerkerk Work Party
second Saturday of every month



