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St. Joseph Council 10627, High Bridge, New Jersey 
ñA Catholic menôs organization promoting Charity, Unity, Fraternity, Family and Patriotismò 

February 
2012 

Knight Worthy News 

Brothers, 

We  are nearing the holy season of Lent, and our Council activities are 

picking up even more.  Throughout this issue of 

Knight Worthy News, you will find both a 

calendar and information about upcoming 

council activities - service, spiritual, fraternal 

and social.   

 I think 

weôve ñgot 

something for 

everyoneò and, 

I ask that you 

review this 

issue and plan 

your 

participation, 

accordingly. 

 

Fraternally 

yours,  

John Furnari 

Officers: 

 

Grand Knight    John Furnari          894-5464 

Chaplain         Fr. Gerard Lair    973-538-3231 

Deputy G. K.     Bill Mahoney          238-3486 

Chancellor         Kevin Loughney     638-5917 

Recorder            Steve Bauernfeind  638-4285 

Fin. Sec.            Dennis Noonan       638-9949 

Advocate           Mark Kucharski      638-4577 

Treasurer           Paul Lipani              638-4585 

Warden              Bob Cerrato            832-7009 

Inside Guard      Pat Womack           894-5441 

Outside Guard    Tom Corrado          638-0177 

 

Trustees:    

3 Yr.     Bill Cerwinski, PGK     732-715-0057  

2 Yr.            Chris Wade, PGK         832-7840 

1 Yr.            Wayne McKay, PGK    832-7472 

 

Committee Directors:  

 
Program         Bill Mahoney              238-3486 

Church           Bill Cerwinski     732-715-0057  

Community    Eric Blasic                  638-8289 

Council           Open          

Family             Tom Klawunn       537-6744 

Membership    Chris Wade                832-7840 

Military & Veteran Support 

                          Joe Labuta               751-5093 

Pro-Life            Rich Mirocco           638-4804 

P. R.                 Charles Bruton          638-6895 

Vocations         Phil Titus                  398-1133 

Youth               Kevin Loughney       638-5917 

 
Dist. Deputy:   Bill Hoffman            236-8189  

 

Ins. Agent       John Stabile     (973) 539-0109 

 

Website ð www.kofc10627.org  
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Nationwide Mass infor-

mation is available on line 

at:     

http://www.masstimes.org/  

or by calling  

1-800-MASS TIME (1-800

-627-7846).   The on-line 

version also links to maps 

showing the location of 

each Catholic church. 

Star Council Award 

 

At right, P. G. K. Bill Cerwinski ac-

cepts the Knights of Columbus Star 

Council Award for the Columbian 

Year that ended June 30, 2011 from 

District Deputy Bill Hoffman.  The 

award is presented to councils  for 

outstanding achievements in pro-

gramming, membership recruitment 

and retention and promotion of the 

Orderôs insurance program.    

 St. Joseph Council has re-

ceived the Star Council Award many 

times since its founding in 1991, in-

cluding each of the last six years! 

Thanks to the efforts of 

PGK Charlie Bruton,  St. 

Joseph Council continues be 

publicized for our many 

worthwhile activities.  Heôs 

also responsible for many of 

the photos that have ap-

peared in Knight Worthy 

News in recent months. 

 Recently, brother 

Charlie even had the oppor-

tunity to be in front of the 

camera representing the 

council at the Open Cup-

board Food Pantry.   

Keep up the good work, 

Charlie!! 
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 F or most of my adult life, Iôve been thankful for my good fortune to have been born when & where I wasðhence, not subject to the  

enormous difficulties faced by those who preceded me (or who live elsewhere).  A significant part of 

that good fortune can be attributed to artificial lighting, and specifically to incandescent lamps.  They  

provide adequate light for most activities, and they bathe my environs with a warm, comforting glow.  Of 

them, the 100 watt varietyðmy personal favoriteðhas ranked supreme for home use.  Alas, thatôs to be no 

more.  Life is about to change.  The only 100 watt bulbs we can now purchase are those still available on 

dealersô shelves and soon, lesser versions of incandescent bulbs will similarly disappear.   

 Artificial illumination is something we tend to take for granted, so letôs reflect for a moment on the 

history of illumination and for just how long mankind had to rely only upon the light provided by the sunð

an undependable source, since it is affected by weather and the changing seasons.  Basically, man adapted 

to available natural light, but that doesnôt mean he was satisfied.  Far from it!  Early on, he began a quest 

for sources of additional lighting, just to make life easier.  That went on for hundreds of thousands of years (unless, of course, one  

subscribes to certain biblical accounts which assert that creation happened on October 23, 4004 BC or a few years later).   

My beliefs run more along the lines that our modern ancestors have been around for a longer period than 6,000 or so yearsða whole lot 

longerðperhaps even more than 200,000 years, and Godôs seven days of creation certainly were not 24 hour periods! 

 Regardless, until relatively recent times, people lived much of their lives in dim light but that didnôt deter them from pursuing 

favored activities after dark.  They did so, often with gusto.  Even businesses continued until late hours, with stores remaining open as 

late as they do today.  Business was conducted, but it was performed under little illumination.  At home, late suppers were more the norm 

than the exception, prepared, served and eaten with little illumination.  People didnôt simply go to bed when it got  dark; they did  

whatever they could to see better so they could do the other things they liked or needed to perform during hours of  

darkness.  

 They burned rushes and reeds soaked with animal fat, and lamps filled with whale oil, lamps using kerosene (derived from coal 

tar) and the light provided by fireplaces were illuminantsðand people lived their lives with the resultant soot and stench.  (Dirt and filth 

were found in copious amounts from lots of sources.  In one Sherlock Holmes story, the great detective had to light a match to read a clue 

written on a wallðand that was during daylightðwhich places in perspective how filthy the air must have been in tightly-packed cities.)   

 In the middle of the 19th century some enterprising person determined that ñrock oilò seeping from the ground in  

places could also be burned to produce light.  (ñRock oilò changed the course of history beginning in Titusville, Pennsylvania, when  

people began extracting the oil from the ground.)  In some cities, natural gas was piped into businesses and homes for use in gas lamps  

and it provided the brightest form of illumination then available.  By 1850, natural gas was available in most cities in the United States 

but still was not available to most households throughout the country.   

 There, candles remained a mainstay of illumination, at least for those who could afford them.  A candle provides less than 

1/100th the light of a 100 watt bulb and using candles to read in bed often led to disastrous results.  For that matter, all forms of  

artificial lighting were dangerous.  Itôs impossible to determine the numbers of deaths that have resulted from open flamesð 

regardless of their source.  Almost every city had devastating firesðthe result of an unruly combination of flames, wood,  

textiles and other combustible materials we live with.  Some fires were of epic proportions, like those in Chicago, Boston, New Orleans, 

Seattle, New York, London and elsewhere.  And thousands upon thousands of homes away from cities burned down.  Yes, supplemental  

lighting carried a heavy price.  It was dangerous.   

 Then along came electricity and in 1856 the enterprising Frederick Hale Holmes invented the electric arc light.  It was far too 

bright for use in homesðblindingly soðbut enjoyed success in lighthouses and factories.  While many inventors worked on other ways 

to use electricity for illumination, it was New Jerseyôs own ñWizard of Menlo Park,ò Thomas A. Edison, who  

succeeded in bringing modern lightingðincandescent lampsðto the general public.  And that was only a mere 135 years ago!  So for 

99.999+% of manôs time on earth, he had lived without the convenience of incandescent lamps!  Today, any single light that we find in 

ovens, microwaves and refrigerators provides more illumination than entire households had for almost all of mankindôs existence!  

 However, other than the occasional Christmas tree fire caused by incandescent tree lights overheating dry tree needles, I canôt 

ever remember hearing about a light bulb causing a fire or otherwise causing serious harm!  Oh sure, there have been plenty of  

electrical fires, but not many due to the bulb, itself.  Actually, incandescent lights have provided a huge margin of safety when itôs dark!  

(According to one source, when blackouts were employed in London during WW2, more people accidentally died while traveling about 

in the dark than were killed by Hitlerôs bombs!) 

 Yet we are now encouraged to believe that incandescent bulbs are far too dangerous to mankindôs survival to permit their  

continued use, at the same time, ignoring the dangers posed by their replacements.  A recent viral e-mail included a ñHealth & Safety  

Warningò flyer that described how to deal with broken energy-saver bulbs.  It begins with ñEvacuate the room, taking care not to step on 

the shards of glass.ò  There were photos of a person who had stepped on such shards whose foot looked as though it had been in a meat 

grinder.  It would not be much of a óstretchô to foresee the need to increase the numbers of safety workers in white suits needed to clean up 

the newer bulbs when they break.  Moreôs the pity!     

 Rest in peace my 100 watt friend.         Greg Boyle 
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At left, brother George Franey accepts his 

Honorary Life Membership card from G. K. 

John Furnari.   Honorary Life Membership 

is awarded to men age 70 or older who 

have been dues pay-

ing members of the 

Knights of Colum-

bus for at least 

25 consecutive 

years. 

 

Congratulations, George! 
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Thanks to the efforts of Youth Director Kevin Loughney, and his able-bodied helpers 

from St. Joseph Council and the High Bridge Youth Basketball Association, High 

Bridge had another successful Free Throw Championship in January.  The photos below 

show several contestants in action including the photo top right with brother Rich  

Mirocco with a contestant and the top left photo shows G. K. John Furnari with another.   

 The bottom left photo shows John Furnari and Kevin Loughney with 2011  

High Bridge Champions (l-r) Joby Jacob, Evan  

Aronowitz, Zach Lucash, Adam Silveira, Victoria Furka, Samantha  

Vallay, Julia Hilty, Nicole Garrett and Carly MonksΦ   
 The bottom right photo shows Kevin with 10 year old Lara Hagen 

and 11year old Zachary Lucash both of High BridgeΦ  The trophies they 
were holding were for winning their respective state championships for 

the K of C 2011 Soccer Challenge.  


