elr®

December 18, 2006 — Circulation 182,853
News, page 2

Welcome to Metro!

Read about legendary Boston radio newsman
Gary LaPierre giving up the mic after 40 years at

WBZ-AM, while Dan Dunn reveals his 2006
movie roundup in Entertainment, page 16. In
Sports, the Pats beat up the Texans, 40-7. Chris
Price has the story on page 20.

Mayor calls radio duo’s
stunt ‘sick and twisted’

GREG ST. MARTIN ! . I

gstmartin@metro-boston.comjgi,
Mayor Thomas
Menino is once again target-
ing the controversial radio
duo who were fired in 1998
for an on-air stunt in which
they reported he had been
killed while on vacation.

This time, however, it’s
the pair’s treatment of
homeless people that has
outraged Menino.

On Saturday afternoon,
104.1-FM WBCN broadcast
Opie & Anthony’s (Gregg
Hughes and Anthony
Cumia) live “Homeless Hol-
iday Shopping Spree” show,
in which they bused home-
less people to a New Jersey
mall, gave them alcohol and
let them shop — as they

-, 5. <

Opie and Anthony

mocked them and detailed
the events on air. The two
have organized similar
events in the past.

The show was broadcast
in three markets — Boston,
Philadelphia and New York.
WHBCN is also scheduled to
replay the broadcast this
morning at 6.

“This so-called ‘shopping
spree’ is a sick and twisted
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“If they run this, |
hope they get hell
forit.”

Maureen Drouin of
Vinfen

exercise that degrades the
most vulnerable members
of our society. This is an out-
rage,” Menino said in a state-
ment. -

The mayor’s comments
come as city officials pre-
pare for Boston's annual
homeless census, which
takes place overnight
tonight.

As an April Fool's Day
prank in 1998, Opie &
Anthony reported Menino
was killed in a car crash
while vacationing in Flori-

da, for which they were fired
from their station at the
time, WAAF. Opie & Antho-
ny returned to the Boston
market this spring on
WBCN to replace David Lee
Roth, and their show is
simulcast on XM Satellite
radio. ;

Officials from WBCN and
CBS radio, which owns
WBCN, could not be reached
yesterday for comment.

Last week, Maureen
Drouin, director of planning
at Vinfen — a private com-
pany that provides services
for the disabled and mental-
ly il — and a member of
United Disability Housing
Partnership, told Metro she
was appalled when she
heard about the show idea.

“If they run this, I hope
they get hell for it,” she said.



