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DECEMBER 2011
Greetings People of God at St. Andrewds:

I  j ust c an tveekipThdnksegiving! Whehealid 20t 1ega?tl am writing to you the weeke
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY, which concludes the Christian Year! That said, November 27th v
Church Year with The First Sunday in Advent! Advent means "COMINB \weNuepialse for 4 weeks
once again celebrate the INCARN&HOOIMINg of God Himself into our world in the person of Jes

Christ, we also continue to patiently wa i
theead, as we confess in the Apostlesd6é Cree:
Whil e we wait we servel! More so than just

who came to bring about The Kingdom of God!

In growing in our understanding of what it means to be a disciple, our Adult Class would like to i
lounge each Sunday morning at 9:00 am to study the life of Christ and what it means to be His 1
begins with Advent andicoes to study the life of Christ through The Resurrection of our Lord! Cc
and learn with this new curriculum and studying with The Lutheran Study BIBLE! Growing in the
journey!

On Decembet4ollowing worship we wjilyean Advent fellowship with a pitch in lunch and a great
in on! Bring the children also. Sign up in the narthex!

OQur Childrenés Christmas program wi |tatl@39an.

Christmas Weakkgives us an opportunity this year to worship on Christmas Eve, S#tar@agChert
for families with younger children, and the candlelight worship at 10:30 pm with choir!

WE WILL WORSHIP ON CHRISTMAS MORNING, SUNDAXTTHE3Xbam. RUay is always THE
L ORD 6 S THerA aré no Education Classes onftbe @8nday, January.1

I encourage our St. Andrewbs Community to
these important weeks ahead!

INOURSAVIR6 S SERVI CE,

The Rev. Daniel M. Strobel,
Pastor
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12/01 Brenda Chase
Paul Baker

12/03 Robert Moore
Pat Tumey

12/05 Suzanne DeBoer
12/06 Blake Bowman
12/09 Mark Petraits
12/10 Ruth Tingle

12/11 Mabel Moss
Carl Parker

12/12 Paul Berg

12/13 Martha Bowman
12/14 David Shake
12/20 Maxwell Jackson
12/24 Addison Hunley

12/27 Paula Hanover
Irene Bisbing
Jill Smith

12/29 Lynn Bigelow
12/31 Dennis Wall
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\_\ Retriever
=

ST. ANDREW6 S YOUTH GRO
EARNS MONEY FOR PAPER DROPPED OFF AT OUR
/[\/\ GREEN AND YELLOW PAPER RETRIEVER BIN.
WE CONTINUE TO COLLECT BOOKS IN ONE
| =—— RECEPTACLE AND PAPERS IN THE OTHER
G ’J’- RECEPTACLE IN OUR EAST PARKING LOT!
% {Q’i\ (A Clean out all your old books and newspapers today
\ and fill it up out there! Appropriate books will be
separated for Title One schools. Papers are recycled
ADVENT SEASON with cash going to our

Youth Group Ministry!
Thank you!

I T6S FREE TO USE, JUST BRI N

F
(M/mm/ ACCEPTED: NOT ACCEPTED:
Newspaper Plastic

Magazines Metal

Shopping Catalogs Glass

. st Office & School paper Trash
Begins on December 21 Mail

PLEASE add recycling to your errand route and bring your

paper by once a week or so.
Help our YOUTH GROUP and the environment at once!
% For more information, log onto www.PaperRetriever.com
Or
Call the church office @ 243-6684



http://www.paperretriever.com/

Don't let this be you!

DEADLINE

For Annual Reports is

December 19, 2011

Mark your calendar —

Plan ahea
d

and avoid the rush.

A

M ADVENT

is a tie of expectation and joy.

Advent means O6co

The Adveneason begins on tfesdinday before
Christmas Day and ends at Sunset on Christma
During Advent, we rem
celebrate the presence of His Spirit in our lives, a

ahead to His return.

Focusing on the true meatfi@ristmas can help yc
keep the season meaningful; and joyful with less
Take a few moments each day to reflect on what
i mportant . Focusing ati
compassion begins in our homes with us and with
ones. Then we can spread it to our neighbor




The Indianapolis Youth Coalition is coordinating pre
gathering events for folks who have registered for t|
Gathering through the Coalition. Our-fieghprang

huddle was October an over 100 folks were presen

The next prgathering huddle will be SUNDAY, JAN
from 57:00 at Christ in Zionsvill€his event will incluc
Lost & Found and dinner (pizza!) Please RSVP to
Juligricindy.o@ 316966634 so we have enough
pizza! If everyone could bringjpemishable food item
that will be donated to the local food pantry! We ar
requesting $5 to help cover the cost of dinner.

Al | St. Andr ewds Hthgrihand
Justin are attending.

Thank you to all members who supported our youtt
purchasing their 2012n calendars. The proceeds w
used towards the Youth trip to New Orleans in July

Christmas wishes from my door to yours
May thelbssings of the season
remain with you and yours all through the y

Brenda Chase & family

“W‘F“’

COMPLETE THIS ORDER FORM, INCLUDE PAYMENT
PLACE IN THE OFFERING PLATE {OR MAIL TO CHURCH OFFICE.)
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: ST. ANDREW'S LUTHERAN CHURCH.
DEADLINE - NOVEMBER 28, 2011

IN MEMORY OF:

IN HONOR OF:

(# OF) POINSETTIA PLANTS @ § 7.00 EACH = TOTAL

INDICATE IF YOU WISH TO DESIGNATE:

PHONE



mailto:Julie@rlcindy.org

W omen of the

NEWS

Mary Magdelene Circle
Monday December 12" 7:00 PM
Home of Suzanne DeBoer

ELCA

Christmas Brunch Pitch-In for all the
women of St. Andrew's

on
Saturday, December 10™
at 10:30 AM in Fellowship Hall
Sign up in the narthex!
Questions??
Contact Shirley Richards or
Mary Ellen White

C

BGHKCQDM%R

Christmas Pageant
SUNDAY, dec EMBER 18"

ol Jp

\ FOR ¥O
\_==Church&con
“TDirectory/==\{

ATTENTION!

# Don't forget, get your scissors,

clip these out and tape into your Directory.
That way you'll stay up-to-date! #

# BOWMAN, Mrs. Martha

765 918-4964

522 N Enderly Ave Apt 5
Brownsburg, IN 46112-1160

SG3

BOWMAN, Ms. Megan

765 918-4964

522 N Enderly Ave Apt 5
Brownsburg, IN 46112-1160
SG5

SCHARBROUGH, Mr. & Mrs. A.
Daniel (Jennifer)
1427 Ruth Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46240-3152
SG7

# SCHARBROUGH, Ms. Abigail
1427 Ruth Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46240-3152
SG7

# TUBESING, Mrs. Martha

PO Box 791919
Paia, HI 96779-1919
SG3

DADAANA
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Where mission meets the road
From Bishop Bill Gafk_ign

Dear Companions in Mission,

On the 16th of November, waiting in my favorite coffee shop for the arrival
of my venti bold with a little room, I found myself humming along with the
music wafting from the speakers in the ceiling. Before | even realized what
1 was daing my mind caught up with the words of the sony:

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains...

Yikes! Mid-November and the Christmas sesson were imposing them-
selves on me, sneaking up so stealthily and unexpectedly that I didn't Bishep Wittiam O. Gafhpen
realize it until the angels reached the refrain to sing their glo-o-0-orias

o'er the espresso,

1 know that this early advent of Christmas carols in a coffee store is, in some ways, not much
maore than crass commercialism working to get me in the mood to rescue the economy by
spending more than 1 should this Christmas. [t's as if the mermaid on my coffee cup was
singing sweetly and subliminally underneath the angelic refrain: “Gloria! Buy early and of-
ten!” (Believe it or not, that actually works with the rhythm of the refrain; try it.)

Yet, | wondered as I wandered ncross the city sipping the hot fava: Might this also be a sign of
the impatience and persistence of Christmas?

The world and I yearn, we ache, for signs of God's nearness, of God's steadfast love and
transforming presence. We cry out for rescue, refief and redemption, sometimes with sighs
too deep for words, And this healing, this relief, this new life is precisely what God promises
to bring through the babe born in Bethlehem. So urgent is our need and so sure is this, God's
promise, that the promise impaoses itself impatiently and persistently on our days. It sneaks
in where it ¢can, rises up from unexpected places; swoops down from unimagined heights to
draw near and sweetly sing God's steadfast love to our aching hearts: Come to Bethlehem
and see!

This is the gladsome tiding that inspires the heavenly song that imposes itself on our days.
God 18 near in the One wrapped in swaddling clothes in a manger, stripped and strung on a
cross, and who left the swaddling clothes behind on the floor of the empty tomb for us, for
the world, right now, today,

Look for this Emmanuel, listen for the angel song announcing his nesrness, this holy season
and always.

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Bishop Bill Gafkjen




