
While on sentry or guard duty, the soldier will remain silently 
watchful at his post or along his beat until relieved.  Inquiring 
spectators should always be treated politely, but effort should 
be made to refer them to other persons or parts of the camp 
for any involved conversation.  Either shoulder arms or support 
arms should be maintained at all times, unless respects are to be 
given as follows below. SEE 1—2 BELOW 

A sentry on guard will pay the following respects to officers 
and armed bodies of men that may pass to their front from rev- 
eille to retreat {roughly sun-up to sun-down unless ordered 
otherwise.} SEE 3 BELOW 

1} Officers of rank—above the rank of Captain 
Sentry or guard will PRESENT ARMS 

MAJORS 
LIEUTENANT COLONELS 
COLONELS 
GENERALS 

2} Lieutenants & Captains 
Sentry or guard will SHOULDER ARMS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3} Men passing in formation under arms 

A– If under the command of any Officer:  
Sentry will PRESENT ARMS 

B– If under the command of an NCO: 
Sentry will SHOULDER ARMS  

1a} The President of the United States 

The President of the United States, being the 
Commander in Chief, shall receive the salute of

 PRESENT  ARMS. 
{Additionally, any government  or similarly honored dignitary 

may be so saluted solely at the request of the Colonel.} 

WHO’S WHO by the STRAP? 

Officers of Rank = Leaves, Birds, and Stars 
{PRESENT ARMS} 

Lieutenants and Captains = Blanks or Bars 
{SHOULDER ARMS} 

Shoulder Arms & Support  Arms 

VISUAL GUIDE TO 

SENTRY AND GUARD DUTIES FOR 
THE ENLISTED MAN


