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These are excerpts from the complete sermon, which is much longer.
Dr. King anticipated the critique of his words and started his sermon like this:

OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS, as I have moved to break the betrayal of my own silences and to speak from
the burnings of my own heart, as I have called for radical departures from the destruction of Vietnam, many
persons have questioned me about the wisdom of my path. At the heart of their concerns this query has often
loomed large and loud: Why are you speaking about the war, Dr. King? Why are you joining the voices of
dissent? Peace and civil rights don't mix, they say. Aren't you hurting the cause of your people, they ask.

And when I hear them, though I often understand the source of their concern, I am nevertheless greatly
saddened, for such questions mean that the inquirers have not really known me, my commitment or my calling.

Next, Dr. King made the connection between the Vietnam war and his work on behalf of the poor. He spoke of
his struggle for the poor and then he said:

A few years ago there was a shining moment in that struggle. It seemed as if there was a real promise of hope
for the poor - both black and white - through the Poverty Program.

Then came the build-up in Vietnam, and I watched the program broken and eviscerated as if it were some idle
political play thing of a society gone mad on war, and I knew that America would never invest the necessary
funds or energies in rehabilitation of its poor so long as Vietnam continued to draw men and skills and money
like some demonic, destructive suction tube. So I was increasingly compelled to see the war as an enemy of the
poor and to attack it as such.

Somehow this madness must cease. I speak as a child of God and brother to the suffering poor of Vietnam and
the poor of America who are paying the double price of smashed hopes at home and death and corruption in
Vietnam. I speak as a citizen of the world, for the world as it stands aghast at the path we have taken. I speak as
an American to the leaders of my own nation. The great initiative in this war is ours. The initiative to stop must
be ours. The world now demands of America that we admit that we have been wrong from the beginning of our
adventure in Vietnam.

We must be prepared to match actions with words by seeking out every creative means of protest possible.
Every [person] of humane convictions must decide on the protest that best suits their convictions, but we must
all protest.

There is something seductively tempting about stopping there and sending us all off on what in some circles has
become a popular crusade against the war in Vietnam. I say we must enter that struggle, but I wish to go on now
to say something even more disturbing. The war in Vietnam is but a symptom of a far deeper malady within the
American spirit, and if we ignore this sobering reality we will find ourselves organizing clergy and laymen for
the next generation. We will be marching and attending rallies without end unless there is a significant and
profound change in American life and policy.



I 'am convinced that we as a nation must undergo a radical revolution of values. When machines and computers,
profit and property rights are considered more important than people, the giant triplets of racism, materialism,
and militarism are incapable of being conquered.

A true revolution of values will soon cause us to question the fairness and justice of many of our past and
present policies. A true revolution of values will not look easily on the glaring contrast of poverty and wealth.
With righteous indignation, it will look across the seas and see individual capitalists of the West investing huge
sums of money in Asia, Africa and South America, only to take the profits out with no concern for the social
betterment of the countries, and say: This is not just.”

The Western arrogance of feeling that it has everything to teach others and nothing to learn from them is not
just. A true revolution of values will lay hands on the world order and say of war: "This way of settling
differences is not just." A nation that continues year after year to spend more money on military defense than on
programs of social uplift is approaching spiritual death.

America, the richest and most powerful nation in the world, can well lead the way in this revolution of values.
There is nothing, except a tragic death wish, to prevent us from re-ordering our priorities, so that the pursuit of
peace will take precedence over the pursuit of war. There is nothing to keep us from molding a recalcitrant
status quo until we have fashioned it into a brotherhood.

Our only hope today lies in our ability to recapture the revolutionary spirit and go out into a sometimes hostile
world declaring eternal hostility to poverty, racism, and militarism.

We must move past indecision to action. We must find new ways to speak for peace in Vietnam and justice
throughout the developing world, a world that borders on our doors. Now let us begin. Now let us re-dedicate
ourselves to the long and bitter, but beautiful, struggle for a new world. This is the calling of the [children] of
God, and our brothers [and sisters] wait eagerly for our response.

Shall we say the odds are too great? Shall we tell them the struggle is too hard? Will our message be that the
forces of American life militate against their arrival as full men [and women], and we send our deepest regrets?
Or will there be another message, of longing, of hope, of solidarity with their yearnings, of commitment to their
cause, whatever the cost? The choice is ours, and though we might prefer it otherwise, we must choose in this
crucial moment of human history.

The complete sermon can be found at: http://www.commondreams.org/views04/0115-13.htm




