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The Easter Bunny is perhaps the biggest commercial symbol of Easter. But how did a rabbit and eggs
become associated with the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ?

Well there clearly seems to be no correlation between the secular symbols and the Christian holiday.
While the first know mentions of the bunny tradition appear in 15th century German literature, the bunny has its
roots in pre-13th century pagan traditions.

Bunnies, eggs, Easter gifts and fluffy, yellow chicks in gardening hats all stem from pagan roots. They
were incorporated into the celebration of Easter separately from the Christian tradition of honoring the day Jesus
Christ rose from the dead.

Some believe rabbits were associated with the Teutonic deity Eostra, the goddess of spring and fertility,
for their especially high reproduction rate. Eggs, and especially their hatching, are another symbol of spring with
roots in pagan tradition. Germanic pagan, spring traditions and Christian resurrection tradition were quickly
melded together as Roman Catholicism became the dominant religion in the region around the 15th century. As
a result, the Easter Bunny tradition in America took its roots in the German settlers of Pennsylvania. According
to some sources, the Easter bunny first arrived in America in the 1700s with German immigrants who settled in
Pennsylvania and transported their tradition of an egg-laying hare called “Osterhase” or “Oschter Haws”. Their
children made nests in which this creature could lay its colored eggs. Much like leaving cookies out for Santa,
German children often leit carrots out hoping the bunny would leave them extra special candy.

Dyed eggs were already being used as part of pagan rituals at the dawn of history in the Near Eastern
civilizations. These were the first "Easter eggs." As the traditions of the Easter Rabbit and Easter eggs evolved,
they were lumped together - . Thus in our modern Easter lore, although the Easter Rabbit is sometimes thought
of as laying the Easter eggs so eagerly sought by children, the Easter Rabbit is nonetheless often regarded as
male. Since rabbits don't lay eggs anyhow.

Easter symbols were the hare and the egg. Both represent fertility and, consequently, rebirth. Since
rabbits are more common in most lands than hares, over time the rabbit has been substituted - not without
merit, since rabbits are notorious for their fertility. Thus was born the "Easter Rabbit" tradition.

Later, the new Christian religion, with its emphasis on rebirth (through the Resurrection), found it
expedient to continue celebrating Eostra's holiday. The focus simply switched to Christ - and the spelling,
eventually, to "Easter."
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During our April Sth Membership Meeting, Lions Hub Seward and Joe Stella were presented with a
Melvin Jones. Congratulations to both deserving recipients. Many thanks and gratitude for all that you
do for the club and the community.
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HUB SEWARD ~

Editors note: For someone wiio speaks very little and usually very soft spoken when he does, I received quite an
extensive biograpliy of Hub (6 pages long) so | have condensed his version, hopefully, not omitting too much and
trying to get as much in as possible. [ found it to be quite interesting and [ thank Hub for sharing it with us.

He was born and raised in Ridgewood, NJ and resided there for 27 years. During his childhood, Hub
attended elementary school, grades | thru 5, where he walked to school, came home for lunch and returned to
school and walked home afterward. He attended sixth and half of seventh grade at George Washington Junior
High. Once again his means of travel was walking, bicycling or hitchhiking; once in a while he used public
transport by means of a commercial bus or train. Aiter a while he made arrangements with a family friend who
was driving to work and would meet at his home in the morning to get a ride to school, then walk or hitchhike
home after school.

Aiter Christmas in 1952, he transferred to a private school, Montclair Academy. Now this involved more
strategy on his part in getting to and from school. By this time, Hub was 12 yrs old and getting on a train and
changing onto another train for the school bus to take him to Montclair. He usually waited for about 20 to 30
minutes for the bus and eventually the driver figured out he was waiting and soon came earlier and picked him
up, went for coffee and bought Hub a donut and when it was time to start the route they would go and pickup
the rest of the kids. His day was from 7am to 4:30pm for about a year until the next Christmas break when he
transferred to Lakemont Academy, a private boarding school on Lake Seneca in NY.

During the summer before he went to Lakemont, however, he attended summer school for four weeks to
improve his math and writing skills. There was no school bus for summer session, so he stayed in Montclair at a
dentist’s house. The dentist and his wife lived in the home with an office downstairs and two rooms upstairs that
were rented out. Hub was in one room and across the hall, was a man who had been a chauifeur for Tom
Watson Sr, chairman of IBM. They soon became friends and would sometimes share lunch or supper together.
On Friday aiternoon, Hub’s Mom would pick him up and drive back to Ridgewood until Sunday evening or
Monday morning when he would be driven back.

He attended Lakemont Academy from January 1958 to June 1959 where he was Editor of the school
newspaper and graduated as Valedictorian. (I guess summer school paid off!) However, he thought he wanted to
be a research chemist so he majored in chemistry at RPI and discovered it was a different caliber of study from
high school. At RPI he was attracted to the Outing Club and began outdoor activities such as caving, canoeing
and rock climbing, He didn’t return to his chemistry studies but did continue outing club activities. Hub then
took on a job working as a printer’s helper in a postcard factory until February 1962 when he resumed his
education at Newark College of Engineering in NJ.

(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

NCE had a computer that arrived shortly before he did so he spent time learning how to operate it. Soon
he was experimenting with making it more efficient and as a sophomore had become a teaching assistant in the
computer center. He was one of three undergraduates who developed a FORTRAN compiler that reduced
processing time which was featured as an IBM user’s group presentation and adopted by several engineering
colleges. He took graduate courses from professors whom he had taught and graduated from NCE with a BSEE in
1965 and a Master of Science in Engineering Mathematics in 1968.

While at NCE he founded an Outing Club and participated in all activities. This led to instructor and
leader position with the MIT Advanced Rock Climbing committee, the National Speleological Society and the
Adirondack Winter Mountaineering school. He took mountaineering and backpacking trips out west. He became a
certified rock climbing instructor and various trips allowed him to visit 48 of the 50 states omitting only two states.
Can you guess which two states weren'’t visited? | bet you can't.




