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PEASE GREETERS ~

Last month the club was honored with having Kathy Holland visit
during our October 19th meeting to speak and commemorate the Pease
(reeters, welcoming America’s Heroes One Flight at a Time.

For anyone who was unable to attend the meeting here is a summary
of Kathy's speech.

The Pease Greeters, who are they and what do they do? They are a
group of Americans whose mission is to welcome troops passing through Pease
International Airport on their way to or from, Afghanistan or Iraq or any other
areas of conflict in any part of the world, To create an environment that reflects
the respect and esteem in which we hold all veterans. To promote broad
participation by the general public in this welcoming of heroes, special attention
to the education of school children by instilling respect and admiration for the
troops through formal ceremonies for each flight.

The Greeters’ welcome has three phases, the initial greeting which
includes hundreds of Greeters clapping and cheering while music plays in the
background. Hospitality continues with donuts, coffee, water, cookies, ice cream,
and many more delicious goodies along with use of the telephone banks
installed so our brave men and women may place telephone calls free of charge
to anywhere in the world. All of this is topped off by being able to spend time
with a great group of Americans who are appreciative of what they do for our
country. The closing ceremony may come last but it is far from least in the
overall greeting. This part of the greeting includes photographing the troops so
the flight may be added to the Hero’s Walk-a hallway at Pease dedicated solely
to our men and women whom have passed through Pease International Airport.
Next our Nation’s Colors are presented, singing of the National Anthem, a
blessing from the Greeters’ Chaplain, a brief presentation of who they are to the
troops before them along with a presentation of the Star poem-Stars from
retired flags with a poem are given to every man and woman who come through
Pease, (Kathy handed out a star with a poem to all who were present). And,
lastly an offering of “the shirt off our back” - a signed Pease Greeters sweatshirt
is presented to the commanding officer. At the closing of the ceremony just
prior to the troops boarding the flight, the officer of the day will salute the
troops with the following words, “We , the old Warriors, salute you, the young
Warriors”.

Since Kathy's visit on the 19th of October, there were several flights;
one in the wee morning hours on Saturday October 23rd in which the Greeters
welcomed home the 397th flight. Then later in the afternoon arriving at 4:23pm
was the 398th yet another in the early evening, the 399th flight.

Playing host to the US Air Force and a native son, the Pease Greeters
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