
Another time, Paula’s father Don was taken 

to Cottonwood Hospital unconscious with 

an infection and the nurse was trying 

unsuccessfully to insert the intravenous 

needle into his arm for needed antibiotics.  

Paula was sitting on the other side of the 

bed and she reached out to the nurse who 

handed her the intravenous equipment and 

Palua easily inserted the needle successfully on her first try.  Paula 

died about one week later. 

Paula worked nine years at the LDS Hospital Emergency Room and 

was qualified as a Trauma I Nurse. She also worked in the Emergency 

Rooms of The Presbyterian Hospital in Dallas while she also worked 

as an attorney there, and at St. Marks Hospital in Salt Lake City 

before she became General Counsel for the Utah Medical Association.  

She liked to keep up on medical practices while she worked as an 

attorney by working part time at ERs.

Professional Life

After completing Law School, she was hired 

by Pezzulli and Associates, Dallas, Texas 

where she worked for two years and won a 

million-dollar lawsuit for her law firm.  She 

then returned to Utah and became General 

Counsel for the Utah Medical Association 

where she worked until her death.

While at the Utah Medical Association, she helped many people and 

became a lobbyist representing the UMA at the Utah State Legislature 

where she was privileged to enter the inner sanctums of the State 

Senate and meet many of the Senators. As a nurse, she was asked to 
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